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The Services 

Sundays    8.00    Holy Communion (BCP) 

     10.30  Holy Communion (CW) 

     18.30  Evensong (BCP) 

Please note—As a rule the above will apply each month, however, 

the format may change on festivals or for special services. 

St John the Baptist,  

Lower Church Road,  Weston-super-Mare, BS23 2AG 

 

Rector Revd. Peter Ashman 642052 

Associate Priest The Revd. Julie Birkett 625587 

Honorary Assistant Priest The Revd. David Agassiz 620486 

Reader Mrs Jenny Richards 623351 

The Ministry Team 

 

 

Churchwardens Rosemary Whiting  

 John Dickinson 623866 

Deputy Churchwardens Ann Westwood  

 Cyril Hart 412773 

 Peter Tottle 632573 

Vice PPC Chair Angela Squire 613701 

PCC Secretary Bill Jefford 635499 

Honorary Treasurer Bev Dickinson 623866 

Envelopes/ Covenants Clifford Nicholls  

Archivist Robin Wild  

Librarian Rosemary Whiting  

Child Protection Officer Judith Somerton-Rees 07837 

487676 

Director of Music Adrian Trapp 820443 

   

Bell Ringing Secretary Lizzie Manners 623462 

Tower Captain Joe Beaumont 516503 

Sacristan Elizabeth Coffin 624012 

Church Fellowship Jill Gamlin  

Brian Sheldrake 

622313 

412478 

Flower Guild Elizabeth Coffin 624012 

Cleaning Team Rota Ann Manley 622152 

Book of Remembrance Elizabeth Coffin 624012 

Magazine Editor  Duncan Biddulph 510545 

   



 

 

Thy Kingdom Come 
 
Are you ready to join the global wave of prayer from 10 to 20 
May 2018? 
 
Inspiration 
 
For information and ideas on how to involve your school, church 
or family, visit www.thykingdomcome.global 
 
Celebration 
 
Join us at Bath Abbey at 19:30 on Thursday, 10 May when the 
Right Revd Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton, and the Revd Si-
mon Ponsonby from St Aldate’s Church, Oxford, will lead a ser-
vice of celebration to mark the start of Thy Kingdom Come. 
 
Prayer 
 
Wells Cathedral will host a prayer labyrinth and art installation 
throughout Pentecost.  
 
Find out more and Pledge2Pray by visiting 
www.thykingdomcome.global. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
By the time you read this edition of the magazine I will have 
been with you for seven months and have shared my first 
Christmas and Easter with you. Is it really only seven months? 
But we have done so much. Thank you to the many of you who 
have offered kind comments and support - no names but you 
know who you are. And a special thank you for those who have 
shared those important festivals and fully-immersed yourselves 
in them. I think we have come through stronger and deeper in 
our faith and that is a wonderful thing. I have been delighted to 
share some of the wonderful effects that God has had on your 
lives - what a gift! 
 
It is hard to think of anything more important in our church life 
than prayer. We do it all the time - sometimes we try hard and, 
at other times, it just comes - it underpins all that we are. Jesus 
taught his disciples how to pray to the Father and we cannot live 
our lives fully unless we call on God to be part of it and journey 
with us through life’s highs and lows. Both Christmas and Easter 
are followed by an octave (period of 8 days) of prayer. Similarly 
we pray on the days between the Ascension and Pentecost,   
especially that the Holy Spirit will come into our lives. It’s a big 
ask but we have the joy of knowing that it will happen and we 
know the life-changing abilities of the Spirit. Join me for a short 
daily period of prayer through the Novena. It’s the least we can 
do. 
 
After Ascension and Pentecost comes Trinity Sunday, the       
celebration of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit - the holy cir-
cle, if you like, is complete. God as three in one, as a family of 
relationships, is often thought to be a complex idea. Some        
describe the relationship as a dance where each of the persons 
enhances the dance of the other but I prefer to see the Trinity as 

http://www.thykingdomcome.global/
http://www.thykingdomcome.global/


 

 

 
God - God the Father as creator, God the Son as God here 
among us, and God the Holy Spirit as God alive in our hearts 
and minds for all time. I am sorry that I will not be with you on 
Trinity Sunday as I will be taking the wedding of my son and 
future daughter-in-law in Devon. Please pray for Tim and Sophie 
as they begin a new chapter of their lives together, in one. 
 
And then, before you know it, we are in Ordinary Time, a time 
when things settle and rest sure in the knowledge that there is 
nothing ordinary about living our lives in Christ. 
 
Great things are happening here. My thanks for our partnership 
in the Gospel 
 
Rev. Peter 

Bible Study Group 
 
A group is being set up to read the New Testament 
in 16 weeks using the Community Bible Experience 
scheme - we will read the New International Version 
of the New Testament but in a different order from 
usual. 
 
There will be an initial meeting on Monday 4th June at 2.30pm and 
then we will meet usually on the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month starting on June 11th and ending on September 24th. Each 
session will be from 2.30-4.00pm. 
 
Participants will be issued with a reading scheme. Bibles are available 
(hardback) for £7 each. 
 

 

 

 

Bishop Ruth Worsley and Bishop Peter Hancock are in Zambia, 
along with 28 parish representatives from across Bath and 
Wells, to celebrate 40 years of the diocese’s companion link with 
the five Zambian dioceses. 
 
The group are in small teams, each touring one of the dioceses  
of Northern, Eastern, Luapula, Lusaka and Central, staying with 
local hosts and absorbing and experiencing all they can of     
mission and ministry in a very different culture. 
 
Get involved… 
 
You can follow the groups progress on Twitter with the hashtag 
#LiveLearnLink  and view photo galleries of this life-changing 
experience on the diocesan facebook page and offer your              
prayers and thoughts in the comments. 
 
Be part of the 40th celebrations with your own Zambia            
Sunday or come along to the Bath and Wells celebration on 14th 
July in Wells Cathedral and the Bishop’s Palace. 

Church Watch 2018 

 

We will soon be opening our Church again (in early April) for   

visitors and would love to have some volunteers, even one  

morning or afternoon a month. If you can help please speak to 

Elizabeth (624012) 

Thank you 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/bathandwells/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2098635046843948
http://www.bathandwells.org.uk/ministry-for-mission/mission/world-mission/celebrating-40-years-bath-wells-zambia-link/zambia-sundays/
http://www.bathandwells.org.uk/event/service-and-after-party-to-celebrate-40-years-of-the-bath-wells-zambia-link/
http://www.bathandwells.org.uk/event/service-and-after-party-to-celebrate-40-years-of-the-bath-wells-zambia-link/


 

 

 
Send a Cow community in Zambia boosted by Bishop 

Ruth’s visit 
 
On Wednesday 25 April, as part of a two-week visit to Zambia, 
Rt Revd Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton visited Kapyanga 
West in Lusaka Diocese, a community supported by the Bath-
based charity Send a Cow. 
 
Bishop Ruth, who is travelling with parish representatives from 
across Somerset, spent time with women in the village sharing 
food and hearing their stories. She also met Caleb who is 
providing training in nutrition, hygiene and agriculture to 4,800 
households in the area. 
 
Bishop Ruth said, via social media, “An amazing day with some 
amazing women.  And Caleb is a star!  So much achieved in 
seven months.  The key is starting with what people already 
have and helping them to develop, which is at the very heart 
of Send a Cow’s approach. 
 
“He has shown the women how to build stoves and drying racks 
to keep clean pans from the animals, use tip taps for washing 
after using the basic toilet, gardening in maize sacks and           
chicken and goat rearing.  The next step is providing processes 
for making oil and peanut butter. 
 
“A sense of pride is being restored within these communities 
and these women and we experienced such wonderful          
hospitality and generosity; we were sent off with gifts of gourds, 
maize, bananas and a leg of fresh goat.” 
 
Find out more about the work of Send a Cow in Zambia  and 
join us at Wells Cathedral to celebrate the charity’s 30th           
anniversary on 28 June. 
 
 

 

 

Thy Kingdom Come 
 
The period of nine days of prayer (“novena”) between Ascension and 
Pentecost marks an important time in the Church year. 
 
As well as prayer stations around the church there will be a daily     
period of communal prayer at 2.00pm for no more than half an hour 
starting on Friday 11th May and ending on Saturday 19th May. 
 
Other materials are available - private prayer booklets, Morning and 
Evening Prayer and Prayer Journals. 
 
 

Annual Meetings 
 
Thanks to all those who came to our annual meetings to support what 
we do here at St. John’s. Special thanks to the many people who 
work hard to make it all seem so simple! As we move forward, some 
people beginning new roles, do please offer them your support and 
prayers. 
 

Communications 
 
As we begin to look at how we can optimise our communications - 
web site, social media, newspapers, magazine etc. - please let the 
Rector know if you would like to be part of the team. You might want 
to proof read the magazine, send reports to the papers, help with the 
website or set up a Facebook page. It’s all up for discussion. 
 

Pastoral Care 
 
If you are involved in any form of pastoral work within our church  
community - visiting, giving lifts, taking communion, friendly phone 
calls etc. - please leave a note of your contact details in the Rector’s 
postbox. The plan is to have a get-together/meeting to discuss how 
we can best do this work and to ensure everyone offering care in the 
name of the church is properly trained and checked if required. Let 
me know if you cannot make certain days of the week for a meeting. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Peter 
 

https://www.sendacow.org/zambia


 

 

Bishop’s Word 

 

So much to celebrate 

 
Pride is something we all need to be careful about. It is regarded 
as one of the ‘seven deadly sins’ and it is often said that ‘Pride 
comes before a fall’. John Ruskin captured that thought when he 
said that ‘Pride is at the bottom of all great mistakes’. And that is 
probably true. Misplaced pride, over-exaggerated pride, 
egotistical pride probably does lie behind the great tragedies of 
human history. Wars are often fought because pride is involved 
somewhere. And as we know to our own cost, pride can serious 
affect and undermine the relationships we have with friends and 
family. 
 
But pride may not always be bad. Writers and philosophers 
have at times tried to distinguish between ‘good pride’ and ‘bad 
pride’. And whilst it may not be possible to differentiate 
completely between them, I think we have a sense of what 
‘good pride’ looks like. And 11 May is a day to celebrate ‘good 
pride’, for that is Somerset Day. It was chosen, because on 11 
May 878AD King Alfred the Great roused the people of 
Somerset to fight and subsequently defeat the invading Viking 
army. And whilst people argue about whether or not he can be 
regarded as the first true King of England, he is the only English 
monarch to be accorded the title "the Great". 
 
I think I am right in saying that Somerset was the third largest 
county in England although the original county boundary now 
includes other local authorities. Somerset Day however 
celebrates all that is good about the wonderful county of 
Somerset. It seeks to give Somerset more identity and is an 
occasion for all of us who live here to give thanks for the beauty 
and diversity which we sometimes take for granted.  

 

 

 

That Aldhelm's merits as a scholar were early recognised in his own country 
is shown by the encomium of Bede (Historia ecclesiastica gentis Anglo-
rum 5.18), who speaks of him as a wonder of erudition. His fame reached 
Italy, and at the request of Pope Sergius I he paid a visit to Rome, of which, 
however, there is no notice in his extant writings. On his return, bringing with 
him privileges for his monastery and a magnificent altar, he received a      
popular ovation. 

 
Bishop of Sherborne 
 
In 705, or perhaps earlier, Hædde, Bishop of Winchester, died, and the     
diocese was divided into two parts. Sherborne was the new see, of which 
Aldhelm became the first bishop around 705.

 
He wished to resign the abbey 

of Malmesbury which he had governed for thirty years, but yielding to the 
remonstrances of the monks he continued to direct it until his death. He was 
now an old man, but he showed great activity in his new functions. The    
cathedral church which he built at Sherborne, though replaced later by a 
Norman church, is described by William of Malmesbury.

 
In his capacity as 

bishop, he displayed a great deal of energy. This included going into public 
places where he would sing hymns and passages from the gospels          
interspersed with bits of clowning to draw attention to his message. 

Death and veneration 
 
Aldhelm was on his rounds in his diocese when he died at the church 
in Doulting village in 709, the Church of St Aldhelm and St Aldhelm's Well in 
the village are dedicated to him. The body was taken to Malmesbury, and 
crosses were set up by his friend, Egwin, Bishop of Worcester, at the various 
stopping-places.

[8]
 He was buried in the church of St Michael at Malmesbury 

Abbey. His biographers relate miracles due to his sanctity worked during his 
lifetime and at his shrine. The cape in Dorset commonly known as St Alban's 
Head is more properly called St. Aldhelm's Head in his honour. Aldhelm was 
revered as a saint after his death, with his feast day being celebrated on 25th 
May.His relics were translated in 980 by Dunstan, the Archbishop of Canter-
bury. He is commemorated by a statue in niche 124 of the West Front 
of Salisbury Cathedral. There is also a statue in Sherborne Abbey of         
Aldhelm, created in 2004 by Marzia Colonna. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bede
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historia_ecclesiastica_gentis_Anglorum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historia_ecclesiastica_gentis_Anglorum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Sergius_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H%C3%A6dde
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Winchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sherborne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doulting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_St_Aldhelm,_Doulting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Aldhelm%27s_Well
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egwin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Worcester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aldhelm#cite_note-9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malmesbury_Abbey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malmesbury_Abbey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorset
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Alban%27s_Head
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St Aldhelm 
 
Aldhelm received his first education in the school of the Irish scholar and 
monk Máeldub who had settled in the British stronghold of Bladon (or 
Bladow) on the site of the town called Mailduberi finally named Malmesbury, 
after him. 
 
In 668, Pope Vitalian sent Theodore of Tarsus to be Archbishop of           
Canterbury. At the same time the North African scholar Hadrian became   
abbot of St Augustine's at Canterbury. Aldhelm was one of his disciples, 

]
for 

he addresses him as the 'venerable preceptor of my rude childhood.' He 
must, nevertheless, have been thirty years of age when he began to study 
with Hadrian. His studies included Roman law, astronomy, astrology, the art 
of reckoning and the difficulties of the calendar. He learned, according to the 
doubtful statements of the early lives, both Greek and Hebrew. He certainly 
introduces many Latinized Greek words into his works. 

 
Ill health compelled Aldhelm to leave Canterbury and he returned to       
Malmesbury Abbey, where he was a monk under Máeldub for fourteen years, 
dating probably from 661 and including the period of his studies with Hadrian.

 

  
Abbot of Malmesbury 
 
When Máeldub died, Aldhelm was appointed in 675, Aldhelm introduced the 
Benedictine rule and secured the right of the election of the abbot by the 
monks themselves. The community at Malmesbury increased, and Aldhelm 
was able to found two other monasteries as centres of learning, at Frome, 
Somerset and at Bradford on Avon, Wiltshire. The little church of St          
Lawrence at Bradford on Avon dates back to his time, and may safely be      
regarded as his. At Malmesbury he built a new church to replace Máeldub's 
modest building and obtained considerable grants of land for the monastery

.
 

 
Modern reputation 
 
Aldhelm's fame as a scholar spread to other countries. Artwil, the son of an 
Irish king, submitted his writings for Aldhelm's approval, and Cellanus, an 
Irish monk from Peronne, was one of his correspondents. Aldhelm was the 
first Anglo-Saxon, so far as we know, to write in Latin verse, and his letter to 
Acircius (Aldfrith or Eadfrith, king of Northumbria) is a treatise on Lain      
prosody for the use of his countrymen. In this work he included his most   
famous productions, 101 riddles in Latin hexameters. Each of them is a    
complete picture, and one of them runs to 83 lines. 

 

 

 

 
It is too easy to drive through villages and towns, through the 
stunning landscapes which come alive in different seasons and 
to fail to thank God for the gifts of his creation all around us.  
 
On Somerset Day let’s make an effort to pray for our local com-
munities and those who serve us in every walk of life. There is 
so much to celebrate, so much to thank God for and so much to 
be proud of. 
 
With my prayers and best wishes, 
 
The Right Revd Peter Hancock 
Bishop of Bath and Wells. 

June Edition of the Parish News 

 

Items for the June edition of the Parish 
News should be e-mailed to  

Duncan@biddulph.net 

by Saturday 20th May 

Please send in word or excel format, not 
as a PDF, thank you. 

Contributions and suggestions welcome 

 

Duncan 

The editor 
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Dedicated to developing lay ministries,  
welcome to Julia Hill 

 
Julia Hill has joined the diocese in the newly created role of Lay 
Ministry Developer. 
 
The aim of the role is to encourage people to explore their 
calling into lay ministries, gain a greater understanding of the 
range of formal and informal ministries that people can exercise 
and help them to own and live out their individual calling in the 
service of God and the mission of the church.  The appointment 
was made possible following some creative thinking and 
discernment that saw the previous Assistant Director of 
Ordinands role reshaped and refocused. 
 
Sue Rose, Vocations Team leader says, “I am so excited that 
Julia has joined the team with all her expertise enabling people 
to work well with volunteers in church contexts. She is bringing 
us a fresh impetus to explore and enable lay vocations in the 
diocese to complement the existing work around ordained 
vocations.” 
 
Julia adds, “As a lay person, I am delighted to have the 
opportunity to encourage people to explore their calling, and 
take on lay ministries that will help them grow in faith support 
the mission of the church and enjoy using their gifts.” 
 
Julia joins Bath and Wells from the Church Urban Fund where, 
in partnership with the Church of England she developed a set 
of online resources to help churches work effectively with 
volunteers. More recently she worked for the Fund’s subsidiary 
charity, Just Finance Foundation, developing resources around 
financial inclusion.  Julia also freelances as a volunteer 
management specialist, helping organisations harness the 
power that can come from well engaged volunteers. 
 
 

 

 

Thank you to all who helped with the jumbe sale 

 

The total stands at £450+ which is a great effort. 

 

St John’s Fellowship. 

 

Following the incorporation of our meetings into the Lent 
Course we re-started after Easter on Thursday April 12 with a 
most informative talk by Ann Manley followed with a return talk 
by Julie on April 26th.  In May we hope to be able to confirm a 
return visit by David and a possible talk by Tony on Norway. In 
June we have booked our own Rosemary Knight on June 14 
and Peter our Rector on June 28th. 

 

Later on in the year we hope to be covering talks on another 
British island, the occupation of Jersey in the war and John 
Crockford Hawley on another aspect of Weston. Non members 
£1.00 includes tea and biscuits. 

 

Thank you 

 

Brian 



 

 

ST JOHN’S COFFEE MORNING 

 

This is held every Friday (but not Good Friday) from 10.30 till 12 
noon in the YMCA 

 

opposite Grove Park.  If you are in town on a Friday morning 
you will be very welcome 

 

whether for a quick coffee or stay as long as you want.          
Proceeds go to the YMCA for their 

valuable work.  Damian and his staff make us very welcome. 

Tea or coffee and biscuits 50p. 

 

Betty Bussell who worked so long and enthusiastically for the 
Coffee Morning is now being cared for in Tollington Lodge,        
Milton Road.  We can only thank her very sincerely. 

 

Enid and Brian 

Weston Readers 
 

Reading group at Weston Library 
 

Do you enjoy reading and want to share that enjoyment with    
others. Do you want a bit of “me!” time? Or are simply curious? 
 
We meet monthly on the first Thursday of the month at 6:30pm 
at Weston Town Library. 
 
Please see library staff or email suzannemgreen19@gmail.com 
 

 

 

Under The greenwood tree 
 
  Under the greenwood tree 
  Who loves to lie with me, 
  And turn his merry note 
  Unto the sweet bird's throat, 
  Come hither, come hither, come hither: 
  Here shall he see 
  No enemy 
  But winter and rough weather.  
 
  Who doth ambition shun, 
  And loves to live i' the sun, 
  Seeking the food he eats, 
  And pleas'd with what he gets, 
  Come hither, come hither, come hither: 
  Here shall he see 
  No enemy 
  But winter and rough weather.  
  Under The Greenwood Tree 
 
 

William Shakespeare 
 
 

May trivia quiz 
 

 
1. The early Roman calendar had May as the _____ month 

of the year. 
 
2 According to many sources, May was named after which 

Roman goddess?  
 
3 What tree is known as the May tree? 
 
4 In the nursery rhyme what would you gather in May? 
 
5 How many British Prime Minsters were born in May? 

mailto:suzannemgreen19@gmail.com
https://www.poemhunter.com/poem/under-the-greenwood-tree/
https://www.poemhunter.com/william-shakespeare/poems/


 

 

Sunday Services and Readings in May 

May 6
th

– Easter 6 Godparent Sunday 

 

  8.00am BCP Holy Communion 

 

  10.30am CW Holy Communion 

  Acts 10.44-end 

  John 15.9-17    J. Balcombe 

  6.30pm BCP Evensong 

  Psalm 45 

  Isaiah 55.1-11    B. Dickinson 

  John 15.9-17    P. Summers 

 

May 10
th

– Ascension Day   

 

  11.00am CW Holy Communion 

  Acts 1.1-11 

  Luke 24.44-53  

  7.00pm Ascension Communion 

  Acts 1.1-11 

  Luke 24.44-53  

 

May 13
th

– Easter 7 

 

  8.00am BCP Holy Communion 

 

  10.30am CW Holy Communion 

  Acts 1.15-17,21-end   D. Ray 

  John 17.6-19  

  6.30pm BCP Evensong 

  Psalm 147.1-12    E. Coffin 

  Ezekiel 36.24-28    J. Dickinson 

 

 

 

May 20
th

– Pentecost 

 

  8.00am BCP Holy Communion 

 

  10.30am CW Holy Communion 

  Acts 2.1-21 

  John 15.26-27, 16.4b-15   J. Richards 

 

  6.30pm BCP Evensong 

  Psalm 139.1-11 

  Ezekiel 37.1-14    C. Hart 

  John 15.26-27, 16.4b-15    A. Purnell 

 

May 27
th

– Trinity Sunday 

   

  8.00am BCP Holy Communion 

 

  10.30am CW Holy Communion 

  Isaiah 6.1-8 

  Romans 8.12-17    R. Whiting 

  John 3.1-17     A. Manley 

 

  6.30pm BCP Evensong 

  Psalm 104.1-10 
  Isaiah 6.1-8     A Trapp 
  John 3.1-17      P Summers 

Sunday Services and Readings in May


