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St John's Coffee morning 	

Every Friday from 10:30am at the YMCA (opposite 
Grove Park). 	

Everyone welcome.  

Betty, Brian and Enid 

 

 

The Healing Service 	
 
The Healing Service is held 
every first Tuesday of the 
month. 

The next services will be on 
July 3rd and August 7th. 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
As we come to the end of the summer term and into school holidays there is 
much change here and about. From my experience of the bank holidays I 
imagine that there is a huge influx of visitors and holiday-makers into the town 
(this will be our first summer here). I wonder how you feel about that – an 
opportunity to welcome and celebrate or an invasion into our town that is 
inconvenient and unwelcome? I suspect we all have different views and that is 
something to celebrate. 
There is change afoot with the magazine. After many years of faithful service 
and hard work Duncan has stepped down as editor. I would like to offer my 
personal thanks to him for all he has done. In fact, just as I received Duncan’s 
message, we were already looking at going bi-monthly and so you will get you 
magazine every other month now – hopefully it will be filled with interesting 
and useful information. After this edition we will be using Service Publications 
to produce the magazine – they produce the free diaries – and hopefully we 
will have enough copies to spread the word further into our community. Let 
me know what you think. 
Also with the intention of spreading the word I have commissioned pens with 
our website address – for many who visit the town and area a website is a 
window into what we do and what we are. 
I was asked when I was appointed to 
produce a website and I have done so. 
Now I need information to put on it – from 
you please. Have a look, spread the word 
and give a pen to a friend who might be 
interested. 
As we journey into Autumn towards 
Harvest and the Dedication festivals we will 
be undergoing a formal stewardship review 
so please pray for inspiration on your 
sacrificial giving to keep your church open 
and alive. 
Blessings and prayers, in Christ 
Rev. Peter 



 

 

Bishop’s Message   
Exploring Faith 

 

As I write this I am home alone whilst my husband, Howard, is sailing around the 
coast of Britain in the footsteps (or should that be the wake?) of the Celtic Saints. 
He is immersing himself in how the story of Jesus was brought to Britain all those 
years ago and taking the opportunity to see how life is lived in those coastal 
communities today. He is sharing in conversations about what faith in Jesus means 
for us in 2018. 

 

My travels are rather more local than Howard’s but I encounter the same desire to 
see what it means to be a Christian in Britain today. One of the themes that often 
emerges is that people want to become more confident in their own faith before 
they try to share that faith with others. 

 

I am saddened by the suggestion that one legacy of centuries of clericalism is that lay 
people do not believe themselves to be ‘authorised to communicate their faith.’ Lay 
people are already living out their faith in their churches and communities– without 
that, the church wouldn’t exist! But many of us (and this is true for people who are 
ordained as well as lay people) are not confident and want to know more and 
understand our faith better. It’s wonderful to know that so many of our churches 
have home groups, Bible studies and other activities to help, but I also want to 
commend two courses that the diocese offers and which have new sessions 
beginning in September. They both have exploring in their title – for good reason: 
even though this exploring is more armchair than coastal adventure. 

 

Exploring Christianity is for those wanting to learn more about the Christian faith and 
the Bible and past attendees have found it has really enriched their understanding of 
their faith and given them greater confidence. Exploring Spirituality is more 
experiential and focuses on different ways of prayer, allowing people to connect 
with God using a range of Christian traditions, many of which even those who have 
been church goers for decades, may be surprised to discover. 



 

 

 

It maybe that one of these courses is just what you are looking for, or maybe you 
can think of someone in your church who you could encourage to set sail. We 
cannot promise a smooth voyage but in the Bible we have an amazing guidebook and 
in prayer a solid compass to help you along the way. 

 

The Right Reverend Ruth Worsley 

Bishop of Taunton 

 

You can find out more about the courses Bishop Ruth mentions at 
www.bathandwells.org.uk/lay-training or call Leonie Jones on 01749 685 106. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Julie’s Jottings 
 
Warmest Greetings Everyone!  
 
“O the summer time is comin’ 
And the trees are sweetly bloomin’” 
 
Such a beautiful time of year when the days are long, the grass is green and the birds 
are singing at the tops of their voices! 
 
At College there is a coming together for celebration now as courses are completed 
and a colourful array of work is displayed. At Loxton Campus ceramics, art work, 
photography, textiles, music and film making is wonderfully displayed and performing 
arts students are taking to the Playhouse Stage to share their achievements over this 
past year. There will then follow a time of rest for the students and for some a time 
of new beginnings and moving on. 
 
Summer is the season for festivals of all kinds - music, food, the air show to name a 
few.  
 
Weston-super-Mare Pride have been highlighted as one of the friendliest prides in 
the UK and will be celebrating 5 years this year over the weekend of Saturday 28th 
July and Sunday 29th July in Grove Park.  
 
The Glastonbury Festival is taking it’s regular fallow year this summer in order for 
the ground (and the cows!) to recover from the last five festivals! I often wonder 
what would be discovered, along with the reaction of the archeologists of course, if 
a dig was held at Worthy Farm in Pilton in a few hundred years time!  
 
The joy of summertime is summed up in two beautiful Spanish words: fiesta and 
siesta, which roughly translated mean celebration and rest. The two go together 
really well because there’s nothing more delightful than resting after a good 
celebration.   
Spanish culture thinks that life at its best is all about fiesta and siesta whereas we 
Brits tend to think life is mainly about work and responsibility. So who’s right?   
 
Well according to the story of creation in the Bible, God worked for six days to 
create the world and then rested for one. Six days work, one day of rest and every 
day of creation ends with the statement ‘and God saw that it was good’ making 
every day of creation both a day of work and a day of celebration.  
 
 



 

 

“And we'll all go together 
To pluck wild mountain thyme 
All around the blooming heather 
Will ye go, Lassie go?” 
 
Enjoy the sunshine and take care! 
 
 
With my love and prayers, 
Revd Julie 
Associate Priest 
 
 
Weston Pride 

This event will take place in Grove Park over the weekend Saturday 28th/Sunday 29th 
July. There will be a chaplaincy team in operation during the event and if you would like to 
join it please speak to Revd Julie. As we did last year, it would be good to have the church 
open on the Saturday afternoon from 12-4pm so that we can welcome any visitors 
attending the event. Please look out for the sign up list at the back of Church if you are 
willing and able to volunteer to offer a welcome into the church.  

 

As in previous years there will be a service to welcome Pride on Thursday 26th July at 
7pm, followed by light refreshments, so please come and support this special event which 
is so much appreciated by the community. 

 



 

 

Secrets of a 
Family Bible 

 
 
 
I am very interested in Family History and 
have traced my ancestors back to 620AD 
Some years ago I was given my 
grandparents family bible which was in a 
parlous condition. 
It is Brown's Self Interpreting Family Bible. 
published in London, C1860. It weighs in at 
12lb! 

The Rev. John Brown was born in 1722 in Carpow, Perthshire and became Minister 
of the Gospel at Haddington, East Lothian. 
The bible is full of references and illustrations with summaries of various books, 
explanatory notes and evangelical reflections! 
 
On opening the book, I found details of my grandparents and their children, my 
father and two aunts.  
To my surprise there was another entry, that of a third aunt who had died aged 4 
months of enteritis and heart failure.  
None of my relatives were aware of her short life. After making inquiries, I was able 
to visit her grave which was sadly, unmarked. 
 
The bible was repaired and for years, languished on the top bookshelf. Recently, I 
came across a small lectern in a charity shop.  
Just the job for my bible so I brought it down from that top shelf. I decided to 
compare the language with the King James' version.  
I chose Psalm 23 and opened the bible to that page. 
There I found a pressed flower. My attention was drawn to some marks at the 
beginning of the psalm.  
Using a magnifying glass I discovered that it was writing which said, 'The psalm Ma 
said before she died'. 
'Ma' died in April 1908. The flower looks like a cowslip.  
I shall keep looking to see if there are other secrets! 
 
Spencer Macdonald 
 



 

 

Safeguarding 
 
Since starting as safeguarding officer I have been learning who does which role and 
what level of safeguarding training the diocese requires them to have along with 
relevant DBS checks. 
I am happy to report my spreadsheets are now up to date (who doesn’t love a good 
spreadsheet?) Everyone concerned has now received communication from me 
regarding required training. 

“Safeguarding is everyone’s concern” 
This is a phrase you will be hearing quite often as we move forward. 
If you are not already aware St. John’s now has its own Parish Safeguarding Policy 
and there are contact sheets placed around the church. 
If anyone has any concerns, regardless how insignificant it may seem, please do not 
hesitate to contact myself or Peter. 
 
Judith Somerton-Rees 
Safeguarding Officer 

	

 
 
 
In June, the late Gillian Small was laid to rest following a service at St. John’s. She was quite a 
character, being born in a pink horse-drawn hearse, the only one in the country which travelled 
from Derby. 



 

 

St John’s Fellowship 
	
The Fellowship was started two interregnums ago as an activity to involve members 
of the congregation when we had no permanent priest. Spencer was the leader with 
Pam and Peter. Tottle being committee members. It was run in the evening then. 
When Enid and I turned up we had a very friendly welcome and we soon became 
regular members. As it is now we had a mix of outside speakers as well as talks 
given by our own congregation. I still remember Pam and her experiences as a 
Guider and Spencer on his days in the police. We aim for about 16+ meetings a 
year. 

When Spencer “retired” four of us Ian and Jill Gamlin, and Enid and myself, carried 
on with the Fellowships. We now meet on the second and fourth Thursdays each 
month in the Church Centre at 2.30pm and, after a talk by an invited speaker, sit 
down over tea and biscuits. Members pay and annual amount currently £15..00 a 
year but we always welcome anyone for a charge of £1.00. We aim for 16+ 
meetings a year allowing for the Summer holiday and Festivals. 

Topics and speakers are very varied. A number of our group have given talks, one 
particularly has stuck in my mind because of its title and interesting content.… 
“Walking with Moses” by Alan Purnell. We have had a number of priests from 
across the area including our own Richard, Julie and David, plus talks from members 
our own congregation.. By the time you read this we will have had Peter talking to 
us. We have had talks on the Salvation Army, The Titanic, and Weston during the 
War and a number of local history talks by John Crockford Hawley. 

We welcome more speakers from our congregation. Do not wait to be asked just 
speak to Jill Gamlin, Zena Canniford or Enid and me, Brian (ph 412478, 
briansheldrake@yahoo.co.uk) 



 

 

Churchwardens	 	 	 Rosemary	Whiting		 	 	 249156 

	 	 	 	 	 John	Dickinson	 	 	 	 623866	

Deputy	Churchwardens	 	 Ann	Westwood	 	 	 	 624092	

	 	 	 	 	 Cyril	Hart	 	 	 	 	 412773	

	 	 	 	 	 Peter	Tottle		 	 	 	 632573	
	

Vice	Chair	PCC	 	 	 Angela	Squire	 	 	 	 613701	

PCC	Secretary	 	 	 Bill	Jefford	 	 	 	 	 635499	

PCC	Treasurer	 	 	 Bev	Dickinson	 	 	 	 623866	

Envelopes/Covenants	 	 Clifford	Nicholls	 	 	 	 	

	

Archivist	 	 	 	 Robin	Wild	

Librarian	 	 	 	 Rosemary	Whiting		 	 	 249156	
	

Child	Protection	Officer	 	 Judith	Somerton-Rees	 	 	
	

Director	of	Music	 	 	 Adrian	Trapp	 	 	 	 820443	

Tower	Captain	 	 	 Joe	Beaumont	 	 	 	 516503	

Ringing	Secretary	 	 	 Lissy	Manners	 	 	 	 623462	
	

Sacristan	 	 	 	 Elizabeth	Coffin	 	 	 	 624012	

Fellowship	 	 	 	 Brian	Sheldrake	 	 	 	 412478	

	 	 	 	 	 Jill	Gamlin	 	 	 	 	 622313	

Flower	Guild	 	 	 Elizabeth	Coffin	 	 	 	 624012	

Cleaning	Team	Rota	 	 Ann	Manley		 	 	 	 622152	

Book	of	Remembrance	 	 Elizabeth	Coffin	 	 	 	 624012	

Editor		 	 	 	 Rev.	Peter	Ashman	 	 	 642052	



 

 

	

July 1st– Trinity 5 
 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 
 
July 8th– Trinity 6 - Mayor’s 
Civic Service 
 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
- Civic Service 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 
 
July 15th– Trinity 7 
 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 
 
July 22nd– Trinity 8 
 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 
 
 
 
 

July 29th– Trinity 9 
 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm Taize service after a 
Strawberry tea at 5.30pm 
 
 
August 5th– Trinity 10 
 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 
 
August 12th– Trinity 11 
 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 
 
August 19th– Trinity 12 
 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 
 
 
 
 



 

 

August 26th– Trinity 13 
 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

Everybody 
welcome! 
 

	

 
 
JULY 
 
Wednesday 4th   RYSE meets at URC 2-4pm (1st & 3rd Wednesdays) 
    Churches Together, Uphill Methodist Church 7.30pm 
 
Sunday 8th   Deaf Church at Emmanuel Church 4pm 
 
Saturday 21st  Gift Day – pop in and see us 
 
Thursday 26th   Pride Service 7pm 
 
Sunday 29th    Strawberry tea 5.30pm before the Taize service 
 
 
 
AUGUST 
 
Wednesday 15th   Standing Committee meet 7pm 
 
Wednesday 29th   PCC meets 7pm 
 
Thursday 30th   Deanery Confirmation at St. John’s 7pm



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
	
 

Starting	in	July,	there	will	be	a	30	minute	said	Holy	
Communion	service	on	the	2nd	Wednesday	of	the	month	at	
11.00am.		
	

First	date	11th	July	
	
Just	come	and	relax	in	the	arms	of	God,	hear	his	word,	
receive	his	sacrament	and	be	refreshed	in	your	busy	lives.	
And	afterwards,	you	could	stay	for	the	mid-week	lunch!	

	
	
	
	

Several	of	our	congregation	have	had	the	
opportunity	of	a	daily	reflection	for	about	20	
minutes	for	nine	days	between	Ascension	and	
Pentecost.	Personally	I	have	found	it	extremely	
useful	and	surprisingly	profound	.	Each	day	it	
consisted	of	looking	at	an	illustration	of	a	biblical	
event	for	a	few	minutes,	trying	to	interpret	the	
picture	whilst	concentrating	on	a	given	word.	A	
text	is	then	read	and	the	actual	meaning	
revealed,	before	contemplation	for	a	further	
quarter	of	an	hour,	closing	with	a	prayer.	
I	enjoyed	the	oasis	of	silence	and	contemplation	
in	the	middle	of	a	busy	day.	Our	lives	are	so	busy	
and	filled	with	“stuff”	it’s	a	total	joy	to	take	some	
special	time	out.	Thank	you	Rev.	Peter	for	
introducing	these	times	of	prayer.	

Peter	Morgan		



 

 

 
	

	

	

Also why not try: 
 
Taize Prayer in Vicars Close 7pm on the 1st Thursday of every month – practice 
starts at 6pm. 
 
Walks and tours can be found on the Cathedral website www.wellscathedral.org.uk

 

 

 

Congregational meeting and Summer party 
for the Cathedral Community 

on Thursday 5th July 
 
Thursday 5th July sees the annual congregational meeting, in the Nave, after Evensong. There will be 
reports and reflections on the past year, and a chance to look forward too. Evensong is at 5:15pm, and the 
meeting will follow at 6:15pm. 
 

It would be really good to follow the meeting with a party, and all who are part of the Cathedral 
Community are invited of course – worshippers, volunteers, musicians, and staff. Chapter will 
provide classic cheese straws and other nibbles. Those coming are asked to bring a bottle (or half bottle) 
of wine, or a soft drink. We hope the party will be able to spill out, on a summer’s evening, into the 
Camery Garden. 
 

So that we can prepare well, we need to know approximate numbers; if you can come, do please put your 
name on the list in the North transept or Email Paula Denyer: deanchaptersec@wellscathedral.uk.net by 2nd 
July. 
 

John Davies, Dean 
Jackie Croft, Chapter Clerk & Administrator 

 



 

 

	
	

	

 
 

 

 
 
 
Service and ‘after-party’ to celebrate 40 years of 
the Bath & Wells-Zambia Link 
 
14th July : 2.30-6.00pm 
 
Mwaiseni! Everyone’s invited as we celebrate 40 years of the very special 
relationship between the Diocese of Bath and Wells and the five Anglican dioceses 
in Zambia. 
This event is the main Bath and Wells part of a programme of thanksgiving and 
celebration, which started in April with a visit by our Bishops to Zambia 
accompanied by 28 parish representatives. 
2.30pm Anniversary celebration and worship at Wells Cathedral: Welcoming our 
Zambian guests, giving thanks and enjoying a feast of international music in 
association with WOWFest 
3.45pm ‘After-party’ at the Bishop’s Palace: Free entry to the Bishop’s Palace to 
enjoy family games, live music and more! 
 



 

 

 
 
 
	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



 

 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Submissions	for	inclusion	the	end	of	July.	

Email	to	rector@westonstjohn.org.uk.	

Thank	you!	

	

The	beautiful	wall	along	Upper	Church	Road:	

	

	



 

 

Community Bible Experience Group 
9th July  covering weeks 4 & 5 

23rd July  covering weeks 6 & 7 

13th August  covering weeks 8-10 

28th August   covering weeks 11 & 12  

(note this is a Tuesday because of the Bank 

Holiday) 

10th September covering weeks 13 & 14 

24th	September	 covering	weeks	15	&	16	

	

	

A	Smilesubmitted	by	Rev.	John	Smith		
A	smile	costs	nothing,	but	gives	much.	

It	enriches	those	who	receive,	without	making	poorer	

those	who	give.	

It	takes	but	a	moment,	but	the	memory	of	it	lasts	forever.	

None	is	so	rich	or	mighty	that	he	can	get	along	without	it,	and	none	is	so	poor	but	

that	he	can	be	made	rich	by	it.	

A	smile	creates	happiness	in	the	home,	fosters	good	will	in	business	and	is	the	

countersign	of	friendship.	It	brings	rest	to	the	weary,	cheer	to	the	discouraged,	

sunshine	to	the	sad	and	is	nature’s	best	antidote	for	trouble.	

Yet	it	cannot	be	bought,	begged,	borrowed,	or	stolen,	for	it	is	something	of	no	value	

to	anyone	until	it	is	given	away.	

Some	people	are	too	tired	to	give	you	a	smile.	Give	them	one	of	yours,	as	none	

needs	a	smile	so	much	as	he	who	has	no	more	to	give.	



 

 

	

	

	

Where	do	you	think	St.	John’s	Church	and	its	family	will	be	in	5	years,	10	years?	Do	

you	give	it	much	thought	during	the	week	Monday	to	Saturday?	Do	you	expect	the	

building	to	be	open	on	Sunday	so	you	can	come	and	worship?	Would	you	be	upset	if	

the	doors	(front	and	back)	were	locked?	

All	of	us	think	of	our	earthly	family	home	every	day,	budgeting,	cleaning,	renewing,	

entertaining,	welcoming	and	making	sure	that	we	meet	our	obligations	and	keep	a	

roof	over	our	heads.	

What	about	our	earthly	faith	home?	Yes	lots	are	done	but	what	happens	when	the	

books	won’t	balance?	Not	just	monetary,	sharing	our	faith,	concern	with	fewer	

family	members,	volunteering,	sharing	a	talent,	looking	closely	at	what	is	going	

wrong.	

Jesus’	disciples	were	challenged	constantly.	Maybe	we	need	to	be	challenged	more,	

look	at	how	we	live	our	faith	and	pay	for	our	faith.	

As	Wimbledon	approaches,	the	ball	is	now	squarely	in	our	court.	

	

Ann	Manley	



 

 

	

WINTER	WARMTH/SUMMER	COMFORT	

During	the	winter	months	there	is	a	soup	kitchen	operating	at	various	churches	

every	evening.	The	format	is	generally	tea/coffee	followed	by	a	hot	meal,	and	

occasionally	there	may	be	some	food	left	over	for	our	guests	to	take	away.	

We	have	a	brilliant	arrangement	with	Gregg’s	the	bakers	and	can	collect	at	six	

o’clock	every	evening	any	food	which	has	not	been	sold	during	that	day.	This	can	be	

savouries,	cakes,	fruit,	bread	rolls,	and	this	is	then	distributed	to	our	guests	during	

the	evening.	

Most	soup	kitchens	run	from	approx.	7.30-9pm,	some	earlier.	They	are	run	on	a	

purely	volunteer	basis	and	the	funds	come	from	a	central	fund	(donations	from	

various	churches,	and	an	occasional	grant	from	North	Somerset	DC).	

When	the	clocks	go	forward	and	summer	time	begins,	Comfort	and	Warmth	(which	

is	part	of	Comfort	at	Christmas)	operate	2	evenings	a	week	at	The	Quakers	Friends	

Meeting	House	–	Thursdays	and	Sundays.	

The	funding	for	these	evenings	is	from	money	left	over	after	the	Christmas	Shelter	

and	we	are	looking	to	add	another	evening	to	this	for	next	year.	

If	your	church	is	interested	in	getting	involved	for	next	summer	why	not	arrange	to	



 

 

come	along	on	a	Thursday	evening	and	see	how	we	operate.	You	might	even	be	

asked	to	hand	out	some	food	or	make	a	cup	of	tea!!	

Jon	Codd,	Chairman	of	Comfort	and	Warmth	charity	

	

	

Health & Safety 
 

This has become a priority in this day and age.  We are in the throws of 
doing a new risk assessment for the Church.  If any member of the 
congregation feels that there is an issue that should be brought to our 
attention please speak up, as it is all our responsibilities to keep our church 
a safe place. 
Angela Squire & Peter Morgan 
 
 
 

	



 

 
	


