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The Services 

Sundays    8.00    Holy Communion (BCP) 

     10.30  Holy Communion (CW) 

     18.30  Evensong (BCP) 

Please note—As a rule the above will apply each month, however, 

the format may change on festivals or for special services. 

St John the Baptist,  

Lower Church Road,  Weston-super-Mare, BS23 2AG 

 

Rector Revd. Peter Ashman 642052 

Associate Priest The Revd. Julie Birkett 625587 

Honorary Assistant Priest The Revd. David Agassiz 620486 

Reader Mrs Jenny Richards 623351 

The Ministry Team 

 

 

Knitting and Crochet Patterns for Poppies 

 
Stitch explanation  
ch  = chain  
dc  = double crochet  
htr  = half treble crochet  
r = row  
rep = repeat 
rnd = round 
slst  = slip stitch 
st(s)  = stitch(es) 
tr  = treble crochet 
 
 
You can send or bring your finished poppies to: 
 
Miranda Young, Outreach & Learning Manager 
Wells Cathedral 
Cathedral Green 
Wells 
BA5 2UE 
 
Poppies can be reserved for £1 and collected after the display; all monies will 
be donated to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. 

Continued from page 15.l 
 
We were considered to be one of the better choirs in the region 
and were tested annually for the St. Cecilia award. Over the 
years, 19 families have been members! 
My other claim to fame was to carry the heavy iron cross round 
the nave, leading the combined choirs at the annual Choral  
Festival, my grandson, also a chorister at the time, was one of 
the acolytes. 
 
The cathedral is such a friendly place of worship, its clergy and 
staff always ready to stop, talk and help if they can. It has been 
a lovely and fulfilling journey for me which I hope doesn't come 
to an end just yet! 
 
Spencer Macdonald 



 

 

July and August  Edition of the Parish 

News 

 

Items for the June edition of the Parish 
News should be e-mailed to the Vicar 

by Saturday 17th June 

Please send in word or excel format, not as 
a PDF, thank you. 

Contributions and suggestions welcome 

 

Duncan 

The editor 

ST JOHN’S COFFEE MORNING 

 

This is held every Friday (but not Good Friday) from 10.30 till 12 
noon in the YMCA 

 

opposite Grove Park.  If you are in town on a Friday morning 
you will be very welcome whether for a quick coffee or stay as 
long as you want. Proceeds go to the YMCA for their valuable 
work.  Damian and his staff make us very welcome. Tea or cof-
fee and biscuits 50p. 

 

Betty Bussell who worked so long and enthusiastically for the 
Coffee Morning is now being cared for in Tollington Lodge,        
Milton Road.  We can only thank her very sincerely. 

 

Enid and Brian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My dear friends, 

 

June sees us back in Ordinary Time after an extraordinary Easter,            
Ascension, Pentecost and Trinity Sunday. During the novena between      
Ascension and Pentecost a small number of us met daily to look, listen,    
reflect and prayer for the Thy Kingdom Come initiative and it was a powerful 
time. 

 

And that remains our daily prayer – Thy Kingdom Come. What else do we 
want? Well, we want to worship and pray in our wonderful building but we 
also want to be God’s people in our parish, community and town, reflecting 
God’s love in all we do and are. We want God’s Kingdom to be here now – a 
place and time of perfection in God, through his Grace, where we, his     
workers, seek for a better world for everyone. It’s a huge commission but it 
was a commission given to the disciples and we are the disciples of this age. 
It might seem a tall, if not impossible, order but that does not mean that we 
should not do our bit; because all those small efforts make something     
greater. We must each use our faith and our abilities to do what we can. But 
what if we cannot do it? Failure is not an option. We must try for the sake of 
the Kingdom. There is no greater goal. 

 

But we have another task that is dear to us all – to keep our church open and 
thriving. Every Sunday we fill the church with lovely people and worship God 
in what we are and what we do. It gives us the fire that burns in our hearts as 
we go out in God’s name. It reinvigorates us as a family and fuels our faith. 
How, I have to ask, would you feel if we had to close the doors and shut the 
church? Many of you have been worshipping in this place for decades, some 
as long as seventy years. And people have been worshipping in this place – 
the parish church of Weston-super-Mare – for centuries. Yet we face a real 
and difficult challenge of balancing the books every month with less money 
and larger bills. It is many years since we were asked to pay an average of 
£10 per person per week to keep the church going and I ask you to            
prayerfully reconsider your giving. In simple terms we are over £2,000 a 
month short of what we need. That means that we need to dig deep and give 
sacrificially and I know that is a huge challenge.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=DSOl81eMr9xRgM&tbnid=Io_2GTKfvd5a1M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.getacoder.com%2Fblog%2F%3Fp%3D7127&ei=QDz2U6jLIenG0QXfjYCAAg&bvm=bv.73373277,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNHoK


 

 

 

So I ask you to prayerfully reflect on what you give and, especially, to 
consider a direct debit so that we know what is coming in.  

 

We do not operate a “pay when you come” policy – the work of the Kingdom 
continues in your absence! And, if you hear people saying, “They only want 
us for our money” I can honesty assure you that is not true. We want you for 
yourselves, as children of God awaiting the Kingdom, dwelling in the 
Kingdom. This is not so much about money. It is about prayer. And I thank 
you for that. 

 

The world outside continues during June. You will be recovering from the 
excitement of THE wedding – for you that is the royal wedding and for me the 
wedding of my son Tim to Sophie. Whether royal or not (aren’t all wedding 
couples princes and princesses on their special day?) we pray for happiness 
and health. Kate and Dean get married at St. John’s on 9

th
 June. Pray for 

them too. 

 

June also sees the start of our Bible reading course – The Community Bible 
Experience – in which we read the New Testament in a more chronological 
order than usual. It’s a discipline but we can only grow through the 
experience. 

 

Please also pray as a group of churches in the town set up a steering group 
to try and resurrect the Chaplaincy about Town. 

 

There is nothing “ordinary” about the time ahead. 

 

With every blessing, Peter 

 

 

Body of Poppy 
Using Col A Cast on 60 stitches 
Rows 1 –10: K2, P2 across whole row (for a slightly smaller poppy do 8 rows 
of rib). 
Row 11: Knit 2 stitches together across the row (30 stitches). 
Row 12: Slip 1 stitch, Knit 2 stitches together then pass the slip stitch over... 
repeat across the whole row (10 stitches). 
Break off yarn with long tail and thread back through remaining stitches and 
pull tight. Join edges with mattress stitch 
Centre of Poppy 
Using B, cast on 16 sts. Cast off. Coil into a tight spiral and sew base to the 
centre. 
Or use a black or green button with 4 holes and sew to centre of poppy. Add 
pin. 
 
Crocheted Poppies 
You will need some red wool and a black button. 
 
Patterns 
 
1. Three petal crochet poppy with 4.5mm hook 
Ch 3, join with slst to form circle. 
Ch 3, work 9 dc into the centre of the circle and join with slst. 
Work the three petals separately. 
Petal 1. 
Ch 3, work 1st dc into same st, work 2 dc into each of the next 3 sts. 
Ch 1 work 2 sc into each st, tie off. 
Petal 2. 
work 2 dc into last dc of previous petal, work 2 dc into each of the next 3 sts. 
Ch 1 work 2 sc into each st, tie off. 
Work petal 3 as 2. 
Sew all ends in and attach button in the centre. Add pin 
 
2. Two petal crochet poppy 
 
Rnd 1: With 3mm hook and wool, ch2. Make 10dc in 2nd ch from hook. Join 
with a 
slst in 1st dc. (10sts) 
Rnd 2: *ch1 dc ch1 2tr in next st, 3tr in next st, 2tr ch1 dc in next st, slst in 
next 2sts. 
rep from * once again. 
Rnd 3: *ch1 3dc in next 2 sts, 2dc in next 5sts, 3dc in next 2 sts, slst in next 
2sts. rep 
from * once again. Fasten off. 
Attach button in the centre. Add pin. 
 



 

 

Knitting and Crochet Patterns for Poppies 
 

Leaving a length of wool when casting on and off will allow the poppy to be 
tied. A pin can be attached to make a brooch. 
 
KNITTED POPPIES 
 
For the best finish, knit with a Double Knit (DK yarn).  
The size of needle you choose will determine how big the poppy will be, but 
we recommend 3.5mm or 3.75mm (UK9). 
If you have different yarn left in your stash, just use that and the appropriate 
needle size. 
If you have any problems with any of the techniques in the poppy patterns - 
and you have access to the internet - you will find lots of tutorial videos on 
YouTube. 
 
1. Easy garter/knit stitch pattern for beginners 
Colour A Red (one ball will make a lot of poppies!) 
Colour B Scrap of Black or a black button 
 
Body of Poppy 
Using Col A cast on 120 stitches. 
Rows: 1-4 Knit 
Row 5: Knit 3 stiches together across the row (40 stiches) (or slip1, knit 2 
together, pass slip stitch over the remaining stitch) 
Rows 6-9: Knit 
Row 10: Knit 2 stitches together across the row (20 stitches) 
Rows 11-14: Knit 
Row 15: Knit 2 stitches together across the row (10 stitches) 
Cut yarn leaving a tail of about 20cm 
Thread tail through yarn needle and slip all the remaining live stitches onto 
the yarn tail and pull tight. Pull around into a circle and then mattress stitch 
(or use whatever stitching you normally use) to seam for an invisible seam.  
Sew in ends, or leave a length so the poppy can be tied. 
Centre of Poppy 
Using B, cast on 16 sts. Cast off. Coil into a tight spiral and sew base to the 
centre. 
Or use a black or green button with 4 holes and sew to centre of poppy. Add 
pin. 
 
2 . Easy ribbed poppy pattern 
Colour A 1 ball red yarn (this will make a lot of poppies) 
Colour B Scrap of black yarn or black button 
 
 

 

 

Bible Study Group 
 
A group is being set up to read the New Testament in 16 weeks using 
the Community Bible Experience scheme - we will read the New Inter-
national Version of the New Testament but in a different order from 
usual. 
 
There will be an initial meeting on Monday 4th June at 2.30pm and 
then we will meet usually on the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month starting on June 11th and ending on September 24th. Each 
session will be from 2.30-4.00pm. 
 
Participants will be issued with a reading scheme. Bibles are              
available (hardback) for £7 each. 
 
 

Communications 
 
As we begin to look at how we can optimise our communications - 
web site, social media, newspapers, magazine etc. - please let the 
Rector know if you would like to be part of the team. You might want 
to proof read the magazine, send reports to the papers, help with the 
website or set up a Facebook page. It’s all up for discussion. 
 

Pastoral Care 
 
If you are involved in any form of pastoral work within our church  
community - visiting, giving lifts, taking communion, friendly phone 
calls etc. - please leave a note of your contact details in the Rector’s 
postbox. The plan is to have a get-together/meeting to discuss how 
we can best do this work and to ensure everyone offering care in the 
name of the church is properly trained and checked if required. Let 
me know if you cannot make certain days of the week for a meeting. 
 
We have a website up and running - www.westonstjohn.org.uk. 
It’s early days and we are always looking for suggestions,      
articles, corrections etc. It is your web site. Please contact the 
Rector. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Peter 

http://www.westonstjohn.org.uk/


 

 

Bishop’s Word 

 

Filling the gaps 

 

We all know the old adage, one volunteer is worth 10 pressed 
(wo)men. As we celebrate Volunteer Week 2018 (1-7 June) I 
want to give thanks for and to the thousands of volunteers 
across Somerset who love and serve our communities.  

 

Former US first lady Rosalynn Carter once said that a nation 
without volunteers is a nation without a soul. As we experience 
continued cuts to our local services, it is volunteers who are 
‘filling the gaps’.  Offering anything from volunteer drivers 
ensuring isolated older people can get to the shops, to church 
groups providing space for young families to meet, to share 
stories and support each other. 

 

Yet they are not only a lifeline for the more vulnerable groups, 
all our lives are so much richer thanks to our volunteers. 

 

Our churches, and the ministry of each, rely heavily on the 
generosity of our volunteers. Whether working with children and 
young people, helping serve tea and coffee after a service, 
delivering a reading or leading prayers, or being part of the 
flower or cleaning rota. Your vicar may be a volunteer too – as 
more people are called to serve as self-supporting ministers.  
Volunteering is at the heart of Christian service and 
discipleship. It’s about the stewardship of our time and talents. 

 

 

 

 

 

A visiting Archdeacon was preaching. We were all sitting      
comfortably. He said, "I don't want to be here. (silence) I would 
rather be in my garden, in a deck chair with a glass of wine,      
listening to the Test Match". Laughter all round. It was a good 
sermon. 
 
A visiting bishop was reading the lesson and his microphone 
was playing up. The Dean walked up the quire and asked him to 
switch it off while the problem was resolved. The Dean's mike 
was working and as he walked back he said, "That's the first 
time I have told a bishop to shut up!" They were good friends 
really and ex colleagues. 
 
I was told about the time when the fire alarm was set off at the 
Sunday Eucharist. The cathedral was evacuated and the        
brigade informed. They said they would be along later as they 
knew that festal incense was to blame. The congregation       
returned and the service carried on without further ado. 
 
One Sunday afternoon as I took my seat, I noticed what looked 
like an item of lady's underwear draped over a choir lamp. A few 
people had seen it and were smiling. The choir entered and the 
item quickly removed by a Vicars Choral member who was   
singing his last service. With a red face he stuffed it in his    
pocket! 
 
As a chorister at St John's, I have had the privilege of singing 
many times in the cathedral. The first occasion was a disaster. 
We were due to sing Evensong and had hired a local coach 
company to take us there. The route took us over the Mendips 
where the gearbox decided to pack up! We didn't make it and 
were bitterly disappointed. We have sung the service a few 
times since. 
 
We have also sung at a Bishop's Chorister service, a garden 
party in the palace gardens and at Bishop Bickersteth's            
retirement party in the nave when we sang some anthems with 
Bath Abbey choir. (Continued on page 19) 



 

 

Wells Cathedral - A personal view. 
 
I first started to worship at the cathedral in the 1980's with my 
wife and at Evensong we always sat next to a gentleman who 
introduced himself as the Archivist, Mr. Colchester. As a result 
of this, we were invited to a guided tour of the Chained Library. 
Most impressive! We couldn't attend every week so instead 
went to Communion in the Lady Chapel very Wednesday    
morning which was also market day. I continued to attend this 
service after my wife died and one morning got talking to the 
Priest Vicar (David) who took the service on a regular basis. We 
were both very surprised to learn that one of his fellow students 
at university was my brother in law and that they still keep in 
touch at reunions etc. One morning I arrived for communion and 
met David as I was walking to the Lady Chapel. He told me that 
the service had been cancelled. Because I was unaware of this, 
he asked the virgers if he could carry on with the service as one 
person had arrived. They agreed and I felt privileged to have 
received a private communion in the cathedral. Afterwards I told 
him it would have been my 50th wedding anniversary and my 
eyes became a little damp! 
 
I now go to Evensong every Sunday and meet up with a group 
of regular worshippers. We always try to put the world to rights 
or discuss the latest Cathedral rumour! (lots of those!) There is 
a lot of humour in the services:- 
The first lesson had gone on and on and we were wondering if it 
would ever finish. The Dean stood at the lectern and introduced 
the 2nd lesson. He then said,"I can promise you that the second 
lesson is not nearly as long as the first one"  
The Chancellor was preaching and talking about the Holy Dove. 
All the while, two feral pigeons had found their way in to the 
quire and were trying to roost on the bosses high above, much 
to the congregation's amusement. 
The Precentor was preaching his farewell sermon in the nave. It 
was a fine June Sunday. He said "I don't want to be here and I 
know that many of you don't want to be here either. I can tell 
you that Andy Murray has won the first set". (He lost) He was 
given a round of applause. 

 

 

 

However we are hearing that nationally, volunteering is in      
decline, and so it may take a rethink in our approach to release 
those talents, those gifts.  There are many hugely talented    
people within our churches and our communities but sometimes 
they may feel reticent about putting themselves forward.   

 
People might be too humble, or not confident in their own      
abilities; feel they are not the right fit or not ‘churchy’ enough to 
put their hand up. How much more powerful for all of us if    
someone we know says to us “you’d be great for that, you have 
a real gift for it.” What an encouragement!  By having those    
conversations we recognise and release those God-given gifts. 

 
And let’s be creative. The accountant worshipping in your      
congregation every Sunday who you have earmarked for the 
Treasurer role next time around might actually have a passion 
for creative prayer. Not everyone wants to do their day job in 
their spare time!  

Imagine how our churches might be transformed if we create 
the roles around the people we have and their gifts, rather than 
the other way around!  

 

So thank you for your gift of time and talent and be sure to    
encourage those around you in theirs! 

 

The Right Reverend Ruth Worsley 

Bishop of Taunton 



 

 

A letter from the editor 
 

Dear Readers 
 
I have decided to step down as the editor of the parish 
Magazine, this edition will be my last due to changes in my 
employment. I also feel that there is a need for a new hand at 
the helm of the magazine to take it forward.. 
 
I would like to say a big thank you to all our contributors, both 
regulars and occasional, past and present.  
 
I thought I would you leave you with my favourite cartoon from 
my time as editor. 
 
 
God bless and thank you 
 
Duncan 

 

 

 
Plainsong is sometimes used when only one section of the 
choir is singing. 
 
When the choir is on holiday, choirs are invited from all over the 
country to sing, even from the USA. Our choir has sung there in 
the past. Wells Cathedral Voluntary Choir sing regularly. 
 
The cathedral year is full of music with various performances 
virtually every week. Lunchtime organ recitals, Promenade and 
candlelight concerts, individual instrument recitals and talks. 
The main highlights are a requiem on every Remembrance 
Sunday with readings of War Poetry. Harry Christopher and the 
Sixteen perform regularly. In November, Vicars Choral give a 
candle light concert with fine cathedral music for men's voices 
and arrangements of popular songs. Robes are worn for the 
serious singing and after a glass of wine, it's evening dress with 
colourful bow ties and lots of laughter. In December it's        
Handel's Messiah, and carol concerts. All worth going to! 
 
There is so much to see and experience. To end your visit there 
is an excellent cafe and shop. Enjoy! 

June Nights 
 
In summer, when day has fled, the plain covered with flowers 
Pours out far away an intoxicating scent; 
Eyes shut, ears half open to noises, 
We only half sleep in a transparent slumber. 
 
The stars are purer, the shade seems pleasanter; 
A hazy half-day colours the eternal dome; 
And the sweet pale dawn awaiting her hour 
Seems to wander all night at the bottom of the sky.  
 

Victor Marie Hugo 

https://www.poemhunter.com/victor-marie-hugo/poems/


 

 

Wells Cathedral 
 
The cathedral is situated in the smallest city in England and is 
surrounded by medieval buildings, including the moated      
Bishop's Palace. The water comes from wells within the 
grounds. In the 15th Century, Bishop Beckynton organised the 
supply of water to the city. Every year his gift is remembered at 
a service of Evensong when the mayor is in attendance. At the 
end of the service the choir, clergy and civic leaders process out 
and round the quire to his tomb on the south side where a       
blessing takes place. 
 
On the north side of the cathedral is Vicars Close built for    
Bishop Ralph of Shrewsbury in the mid 14th century to house 
the cathedrals male singers known as Vicars Choral. It is one of 
the oldest medieval streets in Europe and has many grade 1 
listed buildings. At the far end there is a chapel and library.  
In the North Transept is the famous centuries old astronomical 
clock. It dates to 14th century. It is connected to the dial outside 
opposite the Close. Both have been restored many times. Its 
original mechanism is in the Science Museum. In the 15th     
century, the library was built over the east cloister and houses 
the 'Chained Library'. 
 
The Dean, Chancellor, Precentor and Treasurer are assisted in 
their ministry by Priest Vicars and a Reader. Priest Vicars are 
retired clergy who help with pastoral care, preach and             
administer Holy Communion. We must not forget the four       
friendly and helpful virgers and all the 'Meeters and Greeters'. 
The cathedral cat, often found sleeping in front of the radiators 
by the virgers' office, likes to be stroked. In winter, the cathedral 
is surprisingly warm! 
 
Every Sunday there are four services. Holy Communion (Book 
of Common Prayer), Cathedral Eucharist, Matins and Evensong. 
There is a sung service of Evensong every day. The choir will 
usually be a combination of men, boys and girl choristers and is 
surrounded by the congregation in the quire, unlike many other 
cathedrals where both are separated.  

 

 

 
 

May trivia quiz Answers 
 

 
1. The early Roman calendar had May as the _____ month 

of the year. 
 Answer 3rd month 
 
2 According to many sources, May was named after which 

Roman goddess?  
 Answer Maia, Goddess of fertility 
 
3 What tree is known as the May tree? 
 Answer Hawthorn 
 
4 In the nursery rhyme what would you gather in May? 
 Answer This is the “refrain” of an old children’s game 
 and is a corruption of “Here we go gathering knots of 
 may”, referring to the old custom of gathering knots of 
 flowers on May Day. 
 
5 How many British Prime Minsters were born in May? 
 Answer 9 

Church Watch 2018 

 

We will soon be opening our Church again (in early April) for   

visitors and would love to have some volunteers, even one  

morning or afternoon a month. If you can help please speak to 

Elizabeth (624012) 

Thank you 



 

 

Sunday Services and Readings in June 

June 3
rd

– Trinity 1     

      

8.00am BCP Holy Communion     

10.30am CW Holy Communion 2 Corinthians 4.5-12 
Mark 2.23-3.6 

J. Jones 

6.30pm BCP Evensong Deuteronomy 5.12-15 
Mark 2.23-3.6 

P. Summers 
B.Dickinson 

      

June 10
th

– Trinity 2     

      

8.00am BCP Holy Communion     

10.30am CW Holy Communion 2 Corinthians 4.13-5.1 
Mark 3.20-end 

J. Gamlin 

6.30pm BCP Evensong Genesis 3.8-15 
Mark 3.20-end 

J. Dickinson 
E. Coffin 

      

June 17
th

– Trinity 3     

      

8.00am BCP Holy Communion     

10.30am CW Holy Communion 2 Corinthians 5.6-
10,14-17 
Mark 4.26-34 

M. Morgan 

6.30pm BCP Evensong Ezekiel 17.22-end 
Mark 4.26-34 

Purnell 
J. Richards 

      

June 24th - St. John the Baptist     

      

10.30am CW Holy Communion Isaiah 40.1-11 
Galatians 3.23-29 
Luke 1.57-66,80 

E. Sheldrake 

 

 


