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Upcoming dates
September 2nd– Trinity 14

8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am CW Holy Communion

6.30pm BCP Evensong

September 9th– Trinity 15
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am CW Holy Communion

6.30pm BCP Evensong

September 16th– Trinity 16
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am CW Holy Communion

6.30pm BCP Evensong

September 23rd– Trinity 17
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am CW Holy Communion

6.30pm BCP Evensong

September 30th– Trinity 18
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am CW Holy Communion

6.30pm BACK TO CHURCH— Songs of Praise

October 7th– Trinity 19
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am CW Holy Communion

6.30pm BCP Evensong

October 14th– Trinity 20
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am CW Holy Communion

6.30pm BCP Evensong

October 21st– Trinity 21
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am CW Holy Communion

6.30pm BCP Evensong

October 28th– Last Sunday after Trinity /Dedication Festival
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am CW Holy Communion

6.30pm BCP Evensong
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REGULAR EVENTS
St. John’s Coffee Morning

The Healing Service

Monthly  Coffee Morning

Every Friday from 10.30am

at the YMCA

(opposite Grove Park)

Everyone welcome

Brian and Enid

The Healing Service is held every first Tuesday of the month

The next services will be on September 4th and October 2nd

On the second Saturday of the month we will be holding a regular coffee
morning in aid of charity — 10.00am-12.30pm

The first will be on Saturday September 8th in aid of St. John’s and then
October 13th in aid of a local charity
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There will be a 30 minute said Holy Communion service

on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 11.00am

next dates 12th September & 10th October

Just come and relax in the arms of God, hear his word, receive his sacrament

and be refreshed in your busy lives.

And afterwards, you could stay for the mid-week lunch!

Saturday 8th September

Church open for the Heritage Open Day

Saturday 15th September

College graduations at church

Wednesday 3rd October

Deanery Synod 7.00pm

Sunday 28th October

1.00pm Baptism of Mila-Rae Beauchemin

Submissions for the next magazine

Submissions for inclusion by the end of the first week of October

Email to rector@westonstjohn.org.uk.

Thank you!



“He had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd.” 
(Mark 6)

When I was ordained I had this fancy idea that I would be like a shepherd to my flock…
whereas most of the time I feel I am a farm manager chasing funding and putting
things right.

The early church was founded on gifts from wealthy supporters and so are we, with
less emphasis on “wealthy”. It’s all relative. We are called to give proportionately,
according to our wealth. I will never tell you how much you should give – that is
between you and God.

What do we want to be at St. John’s? We are doing our best with a difficult balance.
If we are in this together as a family, a worshipping community, then we will make
progress.

I frequently get positive comments about St. John’s, our worship, our message, but
we do have to ask ourselves if you really want anything to change; do you want new
people, changes in services, courses and teaching, prayer? Are you willing to trust
me to try new things and new ways; to take you out of your comfort zones, to do
things differently, to shake things up a bit? If the answer is no, we are very comfortable
thank you very much, then we might as well give up now. Certainly you won’t need
me because my job is to try to grow the flock and help you flourish. If on the other
hand you are “up for it” then what are we doing about it? If St. John’s, and my
leadership, are good things then why are we not shouting that from the metaphorical
rooftops? Perhaps you are. Why are you not inviting friends back to church? Because
the statistic is that there are many many people who “used to go to church” but don’t
any more. And, to be honest, I can’t do anything if they were upset by a previous
rector 40 years ago; I am interested in getting them in and bringing this church back
to life; bringing people back to faith, to know and love God.

And I was not appointed to do it on my own. Even Jesus had apostles who were sent
out to support his work and engage with the wider world. They were excited by God’s
vision and deeply connected to God’s purposes by their encounter with God. In the
same way, healthy churches will be continuously reawakened and revitalised in
creatively engaging with the world rather than withdrawing from it. In short, it’s your
church; is it healthy; are we doing God’s work, engaging with the world? There’s no
time like the present…
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So your homework is to get on to it straight away – don’t wait. Prepare. And at the
end of September we are holding a Back to Church Sunday evening service of Songs
of Praise. There will be drinks and nibbles. You will have a say in the hymns. Your job
is to fill the church.

The good news shines out in the letter to the Ephesians. When the Gentiles were up
against it – against the wall, against the authorities, against each other – they pulled
through. And so will we.

At Harvest our stewardship review will be done for this year. I say for this year because
it will become an annual review. We have made that promise to the Diocese who have
supported us through this challenge. And at the end of September we will also know
how successful you have been in inviting people “back to church”. Like Jesus in our
Gospel reading we can, although wearied by the road, reach out to people and bring
them back to faith and church.

I think it was Augustine who once said – adapted of course – For you I am the Rector;
with you I am a follower of Christ. Trust me, reassure me, help and encourage me, let
me try new things, and, most of all, stick with me because we are here not to worship
me but to worship God, regardless and in spite of my failings. Together we can pull
this around. You have my promise, my love and my prayers.

This is an adapted version of a sermon I gave after Gift Day. With huge support from
the Diocese and some bumpy roads on the way we were able to raise over £13,000
(incl. Gift Aid) so my sincere thanks to all of you who dug deep. I don’t ask who gave
what because I do not need to know but donations small and large are gratefully
received.

So, onwards we go to live another day. Part of this progress is shown in the renaming
of the Mission Group to be the Mission, Outreach and Fundraising Group – it does
what it says on the tin, so to speak, and we have already begun to make positive
moves and decisions to extend the reach of the church outside the church and into
the parish and town. Let me know if you want to join in – it’s God’s mission so would
you not want to be involved?

Finally this month (or, rather, two months) sees our magazine being produced by
Service Publications. It costs us nothing which is why there are adverts. I don’t know
what it will be like. So pray for our growth, our outreach and to know what God wants
us to do.

Our cover picture comes from the Parish Magazine 120 years ago – we cannot go
back!
I wish you a blessed September and October as we approach the end of the church
year looking forward to new beginnings.

With thanks for your partnership in the Gospel.

Rev. Peter
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Julie’s Jottings:
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;” Ecclesiastes 3:1-2

September! How can we possibly be so far through 2018 already?

The arrival of September marks a turning point in the year, a time of endings and
beginnings. The hazy, crazy, lazy days of summer are coming to an end, fields
are harvested, Poldark has finished until the next series screens in 2019, students
have completed studies and received their results.

At the same time it is a time of new beginnings as our children and young people
start school for the first time, begin senior school, leave home to begin further
education or perhaps enter the world of work. In sport a new football, rugby and
hockey season begins while the shops begin stocking up with autumn and winter
fashions.

We are celebrating endings and beginnings at Weston College with the Freshers
Fairs to welcome new students to both Further and Higher Education while at the
graduations we celebrate the concluding of courses and degrees.

The graduations are a fun and lively time in Church with three ceremonies over
the course of Saturday 15th September at 1000, 1200 and 1530. If you are free
for a couple of hours that day I invite you to come along, enjoy the event and why
not sign up to act as a steward and welcomer.

So in this month of endings and beginnings, may you find all of your endings and
beginnings in Jesus who said, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the
Last, the Beginning and the End.” Revelation 22:13

With my love and prayers,
Julie

Revd Julie Birkett
Associate Priest

Weston College Chaplain
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From the Treasurer
A big thank you to everyone who has been able to support the church by
increasing their planned giving over the past few months. There has been a visible
effect on the gifts received by the church since the congregation were made
aware of the financial difficulties.

This graph shows a three month moving average – this type of graph smooths
out the effect of quarterly gifts and makes the trends easier to see.

The gift day has generated £11,228 this will rise to over £13,500 when the gift aid
has been received.

Four people have sponsored the utilities and will be noted in the pew slip as the
date of their anniversary or other memorable occasion occurs.

Elizabeth’s birthday gifts came to £642 which will become £716 when gift aid has
been received.

The church now has £29,735 of unrestricted funds. This is the best position we
have been in for some time. The Diocese has supported St John’s by suspending
our share payment for three months, this has been worth over £13,000 this year.
Your gifts, whatever the size, are greatly appreciated and I know that some people
have given to a level which is beyond what is comfortable. God only calls us to
give what is appropriate and proportionate to the church and, as I was once told,
you can’t out give God.

Best wishes
Bev
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General Synod’s Resolution
General Synod debated two reports on Giving for Life at the July 2009 Synod in
York. As well as an overview of giving across the Church (GS1723), Synod also
received a draft of the parish guide, which was amended following the debate.
The reports received by Synod are available for download by clicking on the image
of the report in the right hand bar.
General Synod carried the following motion :
‘That this Synod, affirming that God gives abundant gifts to us as individuals and
as a Church, and that we are stewards of all that God has given us:
(a) encourage church members (including children and young people) to live
generously as disciples of Jesus Christ, joyfully giving time, skills, money and
other resources to God’s mission in the world, in times of economic stringency
as well as of plenty, in response to the lavish generosity of God to us in Christ
who made Himself poor that we might become rich;
(b) reconfirm its challenge to church members to assess annually their financial
giving as a proportion of income and to adopt as an initial target the giving of 5%
of their after tax income to and through the church, and a similar amount to other
work that helps to build God’s kingdom; and
(c) commend the Giving for Life guide (GS 1723a) to parishes and
dioceses/deaneries for prayerful discussion and action.’

Fast Reliable Drain Service - Low Rates
Drainage Consultants in

Bristol, Weston-super-Mare, Taunton, Exeter and surrounding areas

DRAIN SERVICES DRAIN REPAIRS CCTV SERVICES

FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE CALL

AQUABLAST DRAIN
SERVICES ON

01934 824355

www.aquablastdrainservices.co.uk
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Under the Pews in Bath Abbey
You may have read or seen recently on the local news that the Victorian pews in Bath
Abbey have been removed to allow restoration work to be carried out.
They covered 'wall to wall' ledger stones. I have a floor plan of the North-east Nave
and North Aisle and there aren't many spaces without a memorial.
It is said that the Abbey boasts the most church memorials in the country including
one of my great aunt's who was interred before the pews were installed.

My 4xg aunt was Louisa Maxwell Campbell. She was married to Patrick MacDougall,
24th Chief of Clan MacDougall of Dunollie, Argyleshire.
She was the daughter of John Campbell Esq. of Achallader, Argyleshire and younger
sister of John, my 4xg grandfather, also of Achallader.
She and Patrick had 12 children and, as was the Scottish custom at the time, gave
them family names.
This continued in my family as my gg grandmother was named after Louisa.

The Archivist told me that she and her team were attempting to trace descendants of
those that had been uncovered and find out more about their families. Not an easy
task.

I was happy to help. Spencer Macdonald

HERE REST THE MORTAL REMAINS OF

LOUISA MAXWELL MACDOUGALL

DAUGHTER OF THE LATE

JOHN CAMPBELL ESQ

OF ACHALADERS AND

RELICT OF PATRICK MACDOUGALL ESQ

OF MACDOUGALL DUNOLLY ARGYLESHIRE

WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE IN THIS

CITY 16TH JUNE 1841 AGED 78
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Letter from the Right Reverend Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells
For Parish Newsletters - September 2018
A Safer Church for all
Two years ago I was asked by the two Archbishops to become the lead bishop
for safeguarding for the Church of England. This is a responsibility I undertake
alongside my ministry as Bishop of Bath and Wells.

I was therefore much involved with the July’s General Synod, which once again
had an important focus on safeguarding. During the debates I spoke about the
Church’s journey of safeguarding; our history (with many shameful episodes), our
present (a commitment to improve but a work in progress) and our hopes for the
future (ensuring the Church is a safe and welcoming place for all).

I have been asked on more than one occasion whether the role of safeguarding
bishop should fall to a bishop who already has responsibility for a diocese and
my answer is always an emphatic ‘yes’. Since 2016 I may have been the face of
the Church of England on safeguarding matters, but providing a safer church for
all is the responsibility of every one of us and I believe that my connection with
life in the parishes is essential to my national role.

In our diocese we have a first-rate safeguarding team who are supporting the
hugely dedicated people in our parishes who are playing their part to ensure our
churches are the place of safety they should be. I am deeply grateful for all that
they do and it will be an honour this month to preside over a service in Wells
Cathedral which recognises the particular contribution and commitment of all our
Parish Safeguarding Officers.

I have said we must own the responsibility of safeguarding in every diocese and
in every Cathedral, parish and chaplaincy and this is a group of individuals who
has taken this responsibility to heart and is acting to deliver it. They deserve our
thanks. The service will be at 2.00pm on Saturday, 29 September and everyone
is welcome to come to show their support for this important work of safeguarding
children and vulnerable adults.

The church has acknowledged and apologised to survivors of church-related
abuse and has reiterated its commitment to address and learn from the failings
of the past. However, it is in the courage and grace of the survivors I have met
along with the commitment of all individuals in the parishes where I find the hope
for the future as we strive together to make the Church a safer place for all.

With warm Christian greetings,
The Rt Revd Peter Hancock

Bishop of Bath and Wells



11

Two lunchtime concerts
at All Saints’ church

Greetings to you all at St John’s church! We at All Saints’ church would be
delighted to welcome you to two wonderful lunchtime concerts in September –
the first on Saturday 8th at 12 midday, when the renowned tenor and All Saints’
director of music Gordon Pullin will give a recital of much-loved Flanders and
Swann songs.

The second concert takes place on Saturday 22nd September when we hold our
‘Last Night of the Proms’, only at lunchtime! Gordon makes another appearance
at this concert, joined by the Weston Light Orchestra under their conductor Paul
Beechey, and we shall raise the rafters with ‘Jerusalem’, ‘Rule Britannia’, and of
course ‘Land of Hope and Glory’.

Both these concerts begin at 12 midday. Tickets are available on the door and
cost just £8, and included in the ticket price is a free light lunch and a glass of
wine. We look forward to welcoming you!

Taize
Last Sunday evening was the second of the fifth
Sunday in the month “specials” that Peter has
introduced, a Taize service.
Although Enid and I arrived
just in time to miss the
preliminary singing teach-in
this did not spoil our
participation in the service.

Both Peter’s introduction and the organiser’s organ
playing and leading of the service made a coherent

service that was easy to take part in. This was helped
by a large turnout from our congregation plus some
visitors.
Constant repetition of the chants is not a favourite way
for me as I find it soporific and tends to make my
thoughts entirely blank. However I found the choice of
hymns and psalm excellent.
Enid however related to the

music and the chanting but would have liked it if we
had been asked to leave in silence as we do after
Compline.
Overall we both think it would be worth having the Taize
service again in the future.

Brian
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Archbishop Justin Welby
‘I was embarrassed.

It was like getting measles’

Re-printed by permission from The Telegraph

Forty years ago, Justin Welby was an
unhappy pupil at Eton. Now, a relaxed
Archbishop of Canterbury, he relives his
unsettling moment of conversion and his
wounded past.

Archbishop Justin Welby: ‘One of the most
exciting trends in western Christianity is
that the Sprit of God is drawing Christians
together’

By Charles Moore
12 Jul 2013

‘It’s such a lovely day, let’s go into the garden,” says the Archbishop of Canterbury.
Carrying a tray heavy with coffee cups, he leads us down the wide steps of Lambeth
Palace round to its wider lawns. Justin Welby is the fourth Archbishop I have met in
this place; though new in the job, he is by far the most relaxed.
He answers everything with the same directness. Since he is an evangelical, I ask him
whether he can speak “in tongues” – the “charismatic” spiritual gift recorded in the
New Testament. Oh yes, he says, almost as if he had been asked if he plays tennis,
“It’s just a routine part of spiritual discipline – you choose to speak and you speak a
language that you don’t know. It just comes. Bramble! Go and find Peter [the Welbys’
second son, one of five living children, and brother of Johanna, who died in a car
crash as a baby], you idiot!” The last bit of these remarks is addressed to his
exuberant six-month-old Clumber spaniel who has rushed up to him.
I am amazed. I first saw this man 40 years ago, when we were both pupils at Eton.
Later, I was with him at Trinity College, Cambridge. He was the shyest, most unhappy-
looking boy you could imagine. Now he is 105th in the line that began with St
Augustine. He seems to be loving it. I remark on the change, and he agrees. “That’s
something to do with the Christian faith,” he says.
Is it necessary, I ask, for a true Christian to have had a personal conversion
experience? “Absolutely not. There is an incredible range of ways in which the Spirit
works. It doesn’t matter how you get there. It really does quite matter where you are.”
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Is it necessary, I ask, for a true Christian to have had a personal conversion
experience? “Absolutely not. There is an incredible range of ways in which the Spirit
works. It doesn’t matter how you get there. It really does quite matter where you are.”
Is it like suddenly realising that you love someone and want to marry that person?
The Archbishop laughs: “That’s not what happened with Caroline [his wife] and me!
And it’s not what happened with Peter, who got engaged to a lovely girl two days ago.
That’s been a gradual thing.”
But it did happen to him, in New Court, Trinity College, during the evening of October
12, 1975. At Eton, he had “vaguely assumed there was a God. But I didn’t believe. I
wasn’t interested at all.” That night in Cambridge, though, praying with a Christian
friend, he suddenly felt “a clear sense of something changing, the presence of
something that had not been there before in my life. I said to my friend, 'Please don’t
tell anyone about this’, because I was desperately embarrassed that this had
happened to me, like getting measles.”
Since then, there have been long periods with “no sense of any presence at all’’, but
he has never gone back on that night’s “decision to follow Christ’’. This is not his
doing: “It’s grace. Grace is a reality: feelings are ephemeral.”
To understand the change in Justin Welby’s life, you need to know what happened
before. His father, Gavin Welby, was a fantasist and a fraud. Justin was an only child.
His parents separated when he was a little boy. In his teens, he lived mainly with his
father in rented London flats. He was never in one place, except school, for more than
a week at a time. Life was “utterly insecure’’.
Money came and went, mostly went. In his last two years at Eton, the school waived
the fees. Once, living in a flat so small that Justin had to camp in the sitting room,
“We did a moonlight flit’’, probably, he guesses, to escape creditors. “I still use the
cheap suitcases from Woolworth in which we packed our things.”
His father had a stroke when Justin was in his mid-teens, and was an alcoholic. “Living
with someone who is severely abusing alcohol is very unpredictable indeed. You never
know what might happen next. The letters he wrote me could be very affectionate or
immensely abusive.”
His father died when Justin was 21. Then he found his passport and discovered that
Gavin was 11 years older than he had claimed. It was only after he had become
Archbishop that he learnt that his father was not really called Welby, but Weiler, of
Jewish descent. “When I went to the Holy Land last month, I discovered that I’ve got
enough Jewish blood to have been picked up in Hitler’s Germany.”
Of his strange and lonely youth he says: “At the time, it felt horrible. Now it feels hugely
valuable. God doesn’t waste stuff.” Out of the insecurity has come the confidence of
his faith. Does he know Jesus? “Yes. I do. He’s both someone one knows and
someone one scarcely knows at all, an utterly intimate friend and yet with
indescribable majesty.”
And when he talks to God, is he speaking to Jesus or God the Father? “I don’t ask
for his passport,” says the Archbishop, unconsciously echoing what he has told me
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about his father’s age. “I haven’t quite done the theology of this, but I think such
communication is the work of the Spirit of God.”
Because he came to faith dramatically, he has few prejudices about which tradition
to inhabit. “I am a spiritual magpie,” he says. As well as speaking in tongues (a
Protestant practice), he adores the sacrament of the eucharist (a Catholic one). He
also says the morning and evening office, Book of Common Prayer version, in the
chapel of the palace, every day. “Today it was Psalm 51, which is penitential. If you
come in thinking how brilliant you are, it’s good to say that psalm.”
The routine of regular prayer is immensely important in overcoming the ups and downs
of human moods, he thinks. For his own spiritual discipline, Justin Welby uses
Catholic models – the contemplation and stability of Benedictines, and the rigorous
self-examination of St Ignatius. And, in a choice that could not possibly have been
made since the 16th century – until now – the Archbishop’s spiritual director is Fr
Nicolas Buttet, a Roman Catholic priest.
The Archbishop recently visited the new Pope, Francis, and was thrilled. “I think he is
extraordinary. Unpredictable. He’s not John XXIII or anyone else. He’s Francis. He has
deep humility and a consciousness of the complexity of things. He has Ignatian and
Franciscan spirituality.”
It is spirituality that the two men share, and it is overcoming the divisions of 500 years:
“One of the most exciting trends in western Christianity is that the Sprit of God is
drawing Christians together.”
Where will his discussions with the Pope lead? “I haven’t a clue,” he says, disarmingly.
He thinks that the ordination of women bishops, though he vigorously supports it, is
the biggest obstacle to unity with Rome, but he also believes that both Churches now
accept that they must “walk together’’. Besides, “Rome is semper eadem [always the
same], but infinitely flexible when it needs to be.”
Fr Buttet is a Swiss former lawyer and politician, who became a hermit. He founded
a community that helps life’s “wounded’’, especially those in long-term psychiatric
care. I ask the Archbishop whether, given his own family history, he too is wounded.
He pauses for a very long time, and sighs, as if the question hurts. At last he says: “I
assume that I am, but I also assume that the grace of God is extraordinarily powerful
in the healing of one’s wounds.”
The other half of Justin Welby’s background is quite different. His mother, Jane Portal,
was Winston Churchill’s secretary, and he remembers going to tea, as a small boy,
with the great man. Now she is married to the banker, historian and Labour peer,
Charles Williams.
His grandmother, Iris Portal, was the sister of the Conservative statesman “RAB”
Butler, and herself a biographer. At home in Norfolk, she provided the young Justin
with the only security he knew, and a liberal acceptance of different people and
traditions. He listened rapt to her tales of life in British India, where she nursed Indian
soldiers during the Second World War. “She always said that India was civilised when
we were running around painting ourselves blue.”
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From this background, the Archbishop has developed a non-partisan fascination with
politics. (''I am a classic floating voter – and now I don’t vote.’’) He speaks almost like
the practical executive he once was: “What interests me is what makes things work.
Why, for example, was Mrs Thatcher so transformative?”
What does he think of her? “Genuinely, I don’t know the answer. When I was in the oil
industry in the Eighties, I thought she was brilliant. When I was a clergyman in the
North [Liverpool and Durham], I had a different view.
But I think she had a discontent with drift which is really important, and an optimism
about this country.” He feels the same: “The more I travel, the happier I am to come
back.”
But hasn’t the credit crunch made everything gloomy? He does not see it that way,
although he agrees that it has done terrible damage. He sees it as producing spiritual
hunger, which will lead to spiritual wealth. “A society which has built its life on the
material will sooner or later be deceived by the gods in whose hands it has put itself.
That’s what we did.” Now, with “the toppling of the idols’’, there is an opportunity. It’s
not that prosperity and growth are not good things: “It is a matter of what you put
your ultimate security in.”
I object that the Church of England, even under him, still seems to mouth the secular
platitudes of the post-1945 settlement. He half-acknowledges the criticism, and
doesn’t want welfare dependency either, but he thinks “the worst financial crisis since
1947… is a bad time to be cutting the bills significantly’’. Lots of people are trapped
by lack of opportunity and there is a “severe imbalance between the richest and the
poorest parts’’.
The Church, I say, is good at talking, but not at actually doing things to improve the
social order.
“RUBBISH!” shouts the Archbishop, genially. “It is one of the most powerful forces of
social cohesion. Did you know that each month all the Churches – roughly half of the
numbers being Anglican – contribute 23 million hours of voluntary work, outside what
they do in church? And it’s growing. There are now between 1,200 and 2,000 food
banks in which the Church is involved. Ten years ago, there were none. There are
vicars living in every impoverished area in the country. This springs out of genuine
spirituality. We’re not just Rotary with a pointy roof.”
The Church of England, of course, cares also for the mighty. The Established Church
underpins the monarchy. Any day, the heir to the heir to the heir will appear, the
eventual Supreme Governor of his Church. “I respect and admire the monarchy more
than I can say. Many leaders would do well to learn from the Queen’s sophisticated
and thoughtful approach.”
He loves the integration of the spiritual and the constitutional. Recently he preached
the sermon for the 60th anniversary of the Coronation. “I felt almost surprise, reading
the order of service for 1953, that it opened with her own private prayer. Extraordinary.
Her own allegiance to God was given ahead of our own allegiance to her.”
All the time, this active, wounded, happy man is trying to find new ways in which this
country, despite the secular age, can give its allegiance to God again.



TEGWEN JONES
Writes John Hughes...

One of our oldest regular worshippers at St. John’s is Miss
Margaret Tegwen Jones. Brought up at Llansoy near Usk
with her mother and father who was the rector of that

parish. Attended the
local primary school
till 1924, then went
off to boarding
school at a Welsh girls school at Ashford,
Middlesex. Then on to St. Brandons in
London, where she studied Latin, English,
pure and applied mathematics and a BA
with honours in history. Then on to Oxford
University to pass her final exams to enable
her to teach at all schools. She played the
violin and piano and taught all the subjects
at grammar school. She taught at
Welshpool Grammar School for Girls,
Cambridge Grammar School for Boys,
Highbridge and also at Keynsham and
finally at Weston-super-Mare Grammar
School for Girls. After the war she taught in
Toronto, Canada, for a year. Like everyone
else during the war years she had to do her

part for the war effort. So from 1941 to 1946 she was an administrative assistant
at a Royal Ordinance factory. She had a very active sporting life which consisted
of hockey, netball, tennis and swimming. Most of her

students are now in their mid 60’s
and 70’s and regularly keep in touch
with her at her home and by phone.
Her first love is where she was
brought up in Wales where she
attends the local church in Llansoy
and she donated a large window,
which is called the Genesis
Window, in memory of her parents.

She still regularly attends the 8am
service aided by John.
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The next jumble sale is going to be on
Saturday October 27th at 10.00am

St John's Fellowship
Our programme until the year end is:- 

September 13 David Ray Rugby, the game
September 27 Dave Wallace title to be confirmed
October 11 Tony Cornford Aurora Borealis
October 25 Pat Hase Wartime Weston
November 8 speaker to be confirmed Occupation years in Jersey 

Brian 412478 briansheldrake@yahoo.co.uk

Prize Winning Quiz
How well do you know your town?

From the 23rd September quiz sheets will be available at £2 each from myself
or either Zena, Martin, Sarah and in the church for you to have a go!!

They need to be returned by the latest Sunday 21st October

Do hope you will enjoy the challenge encourage your friends and families to
purchase one, the more the merrier, competition is good.

All profit for church funds
Thanking you and good Luck - Ann Manley

Songs of Praise on Back to Church Sunday
On Sunday 30th September we will be holding a special Songs of Praise
service when we will sing your favourite hymns. The service starts at 6.30pm.
Please put your favourite hymn/s on the list at the back of church and don’t
forget to invite a friend to join us. Also, tick the box if you are happy to say a
few words about why the choice is your favourite hymn. Let’s fill the church!
Refreshments afterwards.

All Souls Service
On Sunday 4th November at 6.30pm we will be holding a special All Souls
service as we remember the departed – loved ones who have passed away –
light a candle in their memory and pray for them. Do join us and remember to
add their names to the list at the back of the church.
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Elizabeth Coffin, 90 years young
Photos from her 90th birthday celebration at Batch Country House
(courtesy of Peter & Mary Morgan), words by John Dickinson

A couple of weeks ago Elizabeth celebrated her 90th birthday
with a lunch for family and friends. I think that it might be of
more general interest to consider how her life and the life of
St John’s have become increasingly intertwined, and possibly
to provide a little illumination upon her life and times.

Liz first attended St John’s 68 years ago in 1950, though she
wouldn’t appear in colour until 1968. She was an escapee
from the Baptist church, in which she had been brought up,
and it was this switch to the Anglican communion which
almost certainly prevented her from slipping into a life of petty crime and dodgy
associations with post-war Weston’s less salubrious characters. You don’t believe
me? A few years earlier Liz was already a scooter girl – some 20 years before the
Mods took on the rockers at the traditional summer joust in Margate. Not only
that, but she was a felon, having been arrested for the heinous crime of riding a
motorcycle with a passenger, when neither held a full driving license. She had
been spotted by a local Bobby (or Peeler as they were known in her youth), riding
a scooter late one evening, with a young man perched on the pillion. After the
customary, “Allo, Allo, Allo; What’s going on ‘ere then” the policeman took down
their details. She might have got off with a caution but when asked for his name,
her young passenger replied, “Dick Whittington”. That sealed her fate and she
was nicked and fined. If only young Richard had had the foresight to carry his cat
they might have got away with it.

I wonder, dear reader, if you have ever watched the tour
de France? You are sinking into this wonderful travelogue,
a cascade of half remembered images of your own travels
in the Ardêche, around the Ventoux hills, the Beaujolais –
the fête des Crus , complete with unruly children in
traditional costumes raggedly processing, fallen
unredacted from the pages of “Clochemerle”. You know
that it is only a matter of time before an adenoidal bloke
from Leicester informs you that, “ the average energy
generated by riders in the main peloton is 2.83kWh, which
if it was all released at the same time and in the same
place, would produce a crater the size of Milton Keynes,
which interestingly enough is just large enough to contain

the rehydration fluids the field consumed during the course of the 1983 tour”. At
the risk of seeming adenoidal myself, I thought it might be instructive to consider
the Coffin balance sheet since she has been here at St John’s.
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In the 68 years that she has been a member of the C of E
Liz has seen off – I beg your pardon – seen out:
20 Church wardens,
8 Rectors,
6 Bishops of Bath and Wells
6 Archbishops of Canterbury and
One King.
Pretty impressive huh? I mean, I’m not suggesting causality
or anything like that, but it does make you wonder.

Using I think some quite conservative estimates, I also
calculate that in her time at St John’s, Liz has consumed 5
litres of communion wine (during communion I mean,
heaven only knows how much she has knocked back in the
vestry out of hours), 7kg of wafer, approximately 13600

cups of tea and coffee, 30000 biscuits, slices of cake or other confections. She
has also gone through at least 800 altar candles (she still has all the stubs, just in
case), 25000 matches and about 35000 litres of water in the arrangement and
maintenance of floral displays.

It hasn’t all been consumption though. On the credit side of the balance sheet
she has arranged or assisted in the arrangement of 100000 flowers, has made
and embroidered 6 altar frontals, made and repaired robes for around 200
choristers, Bishops, Priests and other associated hangers-on. She has served 2
terms as churchwarden, and served on just about every group or committee the
church has ever given rise to. In recent years most notable have been her
contributions to Mission and Outreach and the Deanery synod.

She has been Sacristan, at least since the publication of the Book of Common
Prayer and an ever present member of the choir. If you
were to rearrange every note she has sung (admittedly
you will have to transpose some of them to somewhat
higher keys) you could easily come up with the B minor
Mass, The Messiah and The Creation, and still have
enough left over to produce an orchestrated version of
“Ein feste Burg” – Martin Luther’s battle hymn of the
protestant reformation – and Liz’s favourite hymn.

In my time here there has not been a service or event that she has not just
supported but has actively and generously supported in thought, word and deed
not to mention financially. Her generosity, her energy and enthusiasm put us all
to shame. I am scratching the surface I am sure, but it seems to me the Coffin
bottom line is large and black, the credit side of the balance sheet is healthy
indeed.

So Liz, it will be many years yet before we unveil the Elizabeth Coffin Memorial
Traffic Cone, which, in your memory, we will place randomly in roads around the
town for the bemusement of councillors and public alike. I think you would like
that. Until then, here’s to the next ninety years.
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This magazine offers businesses the perfect opportunity
to get themselves in front of potential customers at

affordable advertising rates

Contact Les Hawkins on
01444 708542 now!!
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01934 614399

01934 636973 (Fax)

01934 635918 (24 hours)

sales@aiwkeycentre.co.uk

www.aiwkeycentre.co.uk
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Reliable, Professional, Friendly Service

All Aspects of tree surgery undertaken:
• Tree felling  • Dismantling and Reductions

• Hedge trimming  • Site clearance

• Stump grinding  • Pruning and reshaping

• Customer recommended

Long established in
W-S-M

and surrounding areas
Contact us for your

FREE QUOTATION and friendly advice

01934 822 722
info@wardtreesurgeons.co.uk    www.wardtreesurgeons.co.uk

Ward
Tree Surgeons



Choose the UK’s most
trusted home insurer

and we’ll donate

£130
to your church

To celebrate our 130th anniversary, Ecclesiastical is offering to donate
£130 to your church for every new home insurance policy taken out.
We’re proud that customers across the UK have voted Ecclesiastical as the UK’s Most
Trusted Home Insurance provider, ahead of all other insurers. To celebrate this
achievement, and in recognition of our 130 year anniversary, we’ll donate £130 to your
church if you take out a new home insurance policy with us. To take advantage of this

offer call 0800 783 0130 or visit ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 for more information.

Terms and conditions 1. To celebrate our 130 year anniversary we are offering to make a charitable donation of £130 when a new Ecclesiastical Insurance plc Home Insurance policy (a “Policy”) is
purchased directly from us and your insurance cover commences on or before 31st December 2018, on the following terms and conditions. 2. One charitable donation will be made per Policy issued.
3. Quotation requests for a Policy must be made by telephone or on-line quoting TRUST130. This charitable donation offer cannot be redeemed in any other way. 4. Underwriting terms and conditions
apply and we reserve the right to not provide a quotation or offer to insure if the property that is the subject of the quotation does not meet our underwriting criteria. 5. The charitable donation is
conditional on the named insured under the Policy notifying us of a church in the United Kingdom which is part of the Anglican Communion to receive the donation (the “Nominated Church”). Donations
will be made by us directly to the Nominated Church, within 30 days of the Policy start date. 6. “We” and “us” in these terms and conditions refer to Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc.



   

      

    

   
     

   
  

 
   

  

  
   

  

 
  

  
  

  
  

  

  

   

   

        

 

    

     

Weston’s longest serving Funeral Directors
The Elms Funeral Directors is a family business
full of dedicated and compassionate staff who
are all here to help you through this sad time

As a family, we're here to help your family
by offering all the support you need

Our involvement begins the instant you first
contact us and extends even beyond the

point at which your loved one is laid to rest

50, Baker Street, Weston-Super-Mare
North Somerset, BS23 3AG

01934 616006

“Let our family help your family”

We’re here with you....
every step of the way

   

        
    

       
   

     

  
   

    

 
   
  

   
   

    
 

    
 

   
   

      
   

  

 

 

  

 

  
  

 

   
           
 

           

         
       

     

       
        

       

       

        
     

          

         
 

           

       

       

     
     

    

   
 
  

  
  

  
  

 


