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SERVICES
December 9th – Advent 2
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am CW Holy Communion
6.30pm BCP Evensong

December 16th – Advent 3
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am CW Holy Communion
3.00pm Nine lessons and carols
6.30pm No service

December 23rd – Advent 4
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am CW Holy Communion
6.30pm BCP Evensong

December 24th – Christmas Eve
4.00pm Crib Service
11.00pm CW Midnight Mass

December 25th – Christmas Day
9.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am CW Holy Communion

December 30th - Christmas 1
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am CW Holy Communion
6.30pm No service
January 6th – Epiphany
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am CW Holy Communion
6.30pm BCP Evensong

January 13th – Baptism of Christ
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am CW Holy Communion
6.30pm BCP Evensong

January 20th – Epiphany 3
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am CW Holy Communion
4.00pm Deanery Service of Light at Congresbury
6.30pm BCP Evensong

January 27th – Epiphany 4
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am CW Holy Communion
3.00pm Homeless Sunday Service
6.30pm BCP Evensong
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REGULAR EVENTS
St. John’s Coffee Morning

The Healing Service

Monthly  Coffee Morning

Every Friday from 10.30am

at the YMCA

(opposite Grove Park)

Everyone welcome

Brian and Enid

The Healing Service is held every first Tuesday of the month

The next services will be on December 4th

and for January “please check pew slip”

Monthly coffee mornings over the winter – second Saturday of the month
10.00-12.30

On the second Saturday of the month we will be holding a regular coffee
morning in aid of charity. 10.30am-12.00pm. The next will be on Saturday

December 8th and January 12th in aid of local charities.
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There will be a 30 minute said Holy Communion service

on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 11.00am

next dates 12th December & 9th January

Just come and relax in the arms of God, hear his word, receive his sacrament
and be refreshed in your busy lives.

And afterwards, you could stay for the mid-week lunch!

Submissions for the next magazine

Submissions for next magazine by 7th January

Email to rector@westonstjohn.org.uk.

Thank you!

Fast Reliable Drain Service - Low Rates
Drainage Consultants in

Bristol, Weston-super-Mare, Taunton, Exeter and surrounding areas

DRAIN SERVICES DRAIN REPAIRS CCTV SERVICES

FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE CALL

AQUABLAST DRAIN
SERVICES ON

01934 824355

www.aquablastdrainservices.co.uk



I read somewhere that we see our reflection in other people’s eyes. In our quest for
superiority and security we are in danger of projecting our own issues on others and
then condemning them for being what we ourselves do not want to be. Human nature
is complex and, in today’s world, competitive and unforgiving. The Archbishop of
Canterbury’s Lent Book in 2014 was called “Looking through the Cross” by Graham
Tomlin. In it I learned that everything looks different in this world if we look through
the lens of the cross – reconciliation, humility, power, suffering, life and atonement.
Suddenly life becomes centred on the one redeeming act of humanity instead of on
our own personal desires and issues.

As we journey through Advent and Christmas and Epiphany we meet, in a period of
just two months, the events of many months and years as Jesus Christ is introduced
to the world and the greatest story ever told begins to play out, not just in history but
for us and right now.

Advent takes us through the darkest time of the year as we pass the shortest day; we
think about the four last things – heaven, hell, death and judgment. It helps us to
prepare for Christ’s coming and, especially, his second or last coming. It reminds us
of our mortality and our purpose in life. It reminds us what our priorities should be. It
reminds us of what we, as Christians, are and do.

I heard someone say recently, “Hasn’t this year gone quickly?” How I now long for
those holidays in my early childhood when time seemed to stand still and I was even
heard to say things such as, “I’m bored” or “What can I do?” As we get older we feel
time rushing past and the luxury of stopping and reflecting, even in retirement,
especially in retirement, never seems to be there. Yet Advent is a time to do just that
– to reflect on what has been, on what is to come, and how we might be part of it.
Advent focusses us on Christ through the cross – preparing the way, just as John the
Baptist prepared the way – for Christ to burst onto the scene and change our lives
forever. I say “through the cross” because without the Easter story this would have
been the story of another baby being born in humble and squalid conditions. Through
the cross this becomes a story of mystery and majesty, of intrigue and adventure, of
something so great that we can only fully engage with it through God’s grace. It is
through the cross that we can see onwards to the resurrection and the promise of
Jesus’ second coming because Advent is as much a preparation for what lies ahead
as it is for the nativity.

As we approach the end of Advent and move in to the exciting seasons of
Christmastide and Epiphanytide the mood of the Church changes to one of joy and
celebration. Christmas brings the almost inexpressible joy of the birth of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. And with him comes a promise of eternal life and salvation, of
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hope and certainty, of joy and peace. We often speak of the “story” of Christmas as
if it were a fictional tale of intrigue and violence and death, but this is a very real story
of forgiveness and love and salvation, as God himself came among his people to be
one of them and lead them to a better life and a greater relationship with him. As I
write this there is much to be worried about in the world – refugees, terrorism, global
warming – and, in the darkness of the seasons, life can seem uncomfortable and
uncertain. Christ was a refugee, born in a stable, hounded from the time of his birth
to a foreign land in dangerous circumstances; and then captured, tortured and killed.
The message of love and peace has never been stronger.

After Christmas we have Epiphany which comes at the end of the twelve days of
Christmas (not just a time to sing that special song but rather a time to enjoy the
celebrations of Christ’s birth) and when God reveals himself to the Gentiles,
symbolised by the Kings, taking what was essentially a Jewish faith to one in which
all were welcome to follow Christ and come to faith. Epiphany ends at Candlemas on
3rd February. The three main events of Epiphany are the arrival of the Kings, the
baptism of Jesus and Jesus’ miracle at the wedding at Cana. The Church allows us
to celebrate Christmas and Epiphany as one big Christmas season of forty days (a
familiar number of days used at Lent).

I encourage you to immerse yourselves in these cycles of the seasons of the year.
They help us keep our worship and prayer fresh while constantly renewing our
communion with one another and with God through the sacrament. But we also need
to refresh our worshipping community so do not be afraid to invite a friend or
neighbour to join us. Statistics show that many people would return to church if only
they were asked. It might mean moving seat or moving along the pew but that is surely
a small price to pay for being able to offer a warm welcome. They always say that it
is good to have a fresh perspective on what we do – and that can be as simple as
sitting somewhere else and talking to someone else.

It is so important that we model what Christ calls us to be and reflect his image to
others. We are rightly proud of our faith and many wish they could have their own
faith. This time of the year is an important opportunity to show everyone a loving
welcome into our house of God and share the wonders of his message. When I was
licensed we sang this hymn:

Let us build a house where love can dwell
and all can safely live,
a place where saints and children tell
how hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
rock of faith and vault of grace;
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
all are welcome, all are welcome,
all are welcome in this place.

May God bless you and your loved ones through Advent, at Christmas, and beyond.

O come, o come, Emmanuel.
In Christ, Rev. Peter
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Julie’s Jottings:
“Ladies and gents, this is the moment you've waited for …….
Oh, this is the greatest show
‘Cause everything you want is right in front of you”

So sang the Performing Arts students during the three Graduation Ceremonies in an
explosion of song and dance!

These words from “The Greatest Showman” by Ryan Lewis et al were appropriate as
we celebrated learning and achievement for nearly 450 students who enjoyed their
graduations at St John’s Church and were about to move on in their chosen careers.
What a joy for us to host this event and to celebrate with the students and their loved
ones.

The Keynote Speaker was Sacha Dench who you may remember in her “Flight of the
Swans” adventure where she flew the 4,500 migratory route of Bewick Swans. This
accomplishment resulted in her being likened to the “human swan”.
It was a really great day! Thank you so much to all of you who helped tirelessly in the
setting up of the church, stewarding and clearing up afterwards.

These words from the Greatest Showman, “Everything you want is right in front of
you” also serve to welcome all the students who are either returning to or beginning
their studies in this new academic year. To welcome them all two Freshers Fairs were
held in the Winter Gardens, one for The Further Education Students and one for the
Higher Education Students. The Ballroom was transformed into a tropical island
complete with a wave machine and students visited the many organisations
represented there such as The Students Union, Amnesty International, The
Multicultural Friendship Society, the Samaritans along with several food and sport
outlets plus the Weston College driving school. The students main aim, of course,
was to gather as many free giveaways and offers as possible!

The Freshers Fair is a good opportunity to meet the 3,000 students that pass through
and to offer words of welcome and conversation as well as sweets and pens. I took
along an ornamental tree and asked the question “If God exists what would you ask
him?” This promoted much discussion and students wrote their questions with gel
pens before hanging the labels on the tree. When I did this two years ago many of
the questions were on self-image whereas this year many of the questions were on
suffering, war and death alongside the more lighthearted, “Do you like pineapple on
pizza?”

And so, a new academic year begins, full of opportunity and promise, and I shall be
found loitering on each of the campuses chatting to students and staff.

With my love and prayers,
Julie Revd Julie Birkett

Associate Priest
Weston College Chaplain
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE
The first 'Festival of Remembrance' was called, 'In Memory of 1914-1918 - A
Cenotaph of Sound in aid of the British Legion, Field Marshall Earl Haig's Appeal
for Ex servicemen of all Ranks'.
It took place in the Royal Albert Hall, 11th November 1923.
The British Legion was founded in 1921 by Earl Haig, who commanded at the
Somme and Passchendaele. It received a Royal Charter in 1925 and another in
1971 to mark its 50th anniversary.
25 years ago, in 1993 (the 75th anniversary of the signing of the Armistice in 1918
and the 75th Anniversary year of the Royal Air Force), St. John's was asked by
the Royal School of Church Music to send a group of singers to be part of the
choir in the festival at the Royal Albert Hall. As you can imagine, this was a great
honour for the church. Our group comprised of Rosemary and Rebecca Firth,
Vicky Howell, Emma Davies, Jame Goulbourn, Viv Adcock and myself. The other
choirs came from Croydon, Gwent and Lancashire.
We had Do's and Don'ts! Cassocks long enough to come halfway down heel of
shoe! Surplices of reasonable length, no cottas! Starched ruffs for boys and girls.
Eton or Chichester collars not acceptable. Be neat and tidy with polished shoes.
No hoods to be worn by adults.
It was a very early start on the day which was wet and I drove the mini bus to the
venue. Viv and I dropped the party off then had to find somewhere to park then
get to the hall by 10.30 am. We went straight into rehearsals.Then lunch, afternoon
performance, high tea and evening performance in the presence of Her Majesty
the Queen. When not on duty we had to amuse ourselves in our 'private suite'.
We were not supposed to wander round but we couldn't resist having a peek at
what was going on!
All processional items were borrowed. The cross was from St. Paul's
Knightsbridge, Lanterns from St John the Baptist, Catford and the banner from
St Augustine's church, Queen's Gate, London. The two virgers came from St
Paul's Cathedral and St. Martin's in the Bull Ring, Bimingham. The copes were
from St. Pauls Cathedral.
For the service, we led Bishop, the Right Reverend Michael Mann KCVO and other
clergy down the steps and across the arena and lined up in front of the band.
Our music was, Stand up, stand up for Jesus, Eternal Father, strong to save and
Abide with me. After the Act of Remembrance and during the silence, thousands
of poppy petals fell. I still have those which fell on me.
We finally left the arena at 9-15pm, after a long, enjoyable and memorable day
which I and Viv, being ex-servicemen, never forgot.
Rosemary drove us home safely in the pouring rain and were greeted outside the
church by parents sometime after midnight. A couple of hours sleep then up again
in time for Matins!

Spencer Macdonald
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Health & Safety and Equality
Considerations for Christmas Songs
The Rocking Song
Little Jesus, sweetly sleep, do not stir;
We will rock you, rock you, rock you,
We will rock you, rock you, rock you:

Fur is no longer appropriate wear for small infants, both due to risk of allergy to
animal fur, and for ethical reasons. Therefore faux fur, a nice cellular blanket or
perhaps micro-fleece material should be considered a suitable alternative.
Please note, only persons who have been subject to a Criminal Records Bureau
check and have enhanced clearance will be permitted to rock baby Jesus.
Persons must carry their CRB disclosure with them at all times and be prepared
to provide three forms of identification before rocking commences.

Jingle Bells
Dashing through the snow
In a one horse open sleigh
O’er the fields we go
Laughing all the way

A risk assessment must be submitted before an open sleigh is considered safe
for members of the public to travel on. The risk assessment must also consider
whether it is appropriate to use only one horse for such a venture, particularly if
passengers are of larger proportions. Please note, permission must be gained
from landowners before entering their fields. To avoid offending those not
participating in celebrations, we would request that laughter is moderate only and
not loud enough to be considered a noise nuisance.

While Shepherds Watched
While shepherds watched
Their flocks by night
All seated on the ground
The angel of the Lord came down
And glory shone around

The union of Shepherd’s has complained that it breaches health and safety
regulations to insist that shepherds watch their flocks without appropriate seating
arrangements being provided, therefore benches, stools and orthopaedic chairs
are now available. Shepherds have also requested that due to the inclement
weather conditions at this time of year that they should watch their flocks via cctv
cameras from centrally heated shepherd observation huts. Please note, the angel
of the lord is reminded that before shining his / her glory all around she / he must
ascertain that all shepherds have been issued with glasses capable of filtering
out the harmful effects of UVA, UVB and Glory.
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Rudolph the red nosed reindeer
Rudolph, the red-nosed reindeer
had a very shiny nose.
And if you ever saw him,
you would even say it glows.

You are advised that under the Equal Opportunities for All policy, it is inappropriate
for persons to make comment with regard to the ruddiness of any part of Mr. R.
Reindeer. Further to this, exclusion of Mr R Reindeer from the Reindeer Games
will be considered discriminatory and disciplinary action will be taken against
those found guilty of this offence. A full investigation will be implemented and
sanctions – including suspension on full pay – will be considered whilst this
investigation takes place.

Little Donkey
Little donkey, little donkey on the dusty road
Got to keep on plodding onwards with your precious load

The RSPCA have issued strict guidelines with regard to how heavy a load that a
donkey of small stature is permitted to carry, also included in the guidelines is
guidance regarding how often to feed the donkey and how many rest breaks are
required over a four hour plodding period. Please note that due to the increased
risk of pollution from the dusty road, Mary and Joseph are required to wear face
masks to prevent inhalation of any airborne particles. The donkey has expressed
his discomfort at being labelled ‘little’ and would prefer just to be simply referred
to as Mr. Donkey. To comment upon his height or lack thereof may be considered
an infringement of his equine rights.

We Three Kings
We three kings of Orient are
Bearing gifts we traverse afar
Field and fountain, moor and mountain
Following yonder star

Whilst the gift of gold is still considered acceptable – as it may be redeemed at a
later date through such organisations as ‘cash for gold’ etc, gifts of frankincense
and myrrh are not appropriate due to the potential risk of oils and fragrances
causing allergic reactions. A suggested gift alternative would be to make a
donation to a worthy cause in the recipients name or perhaps give a gift voucher.

We would not advise that the traversing kings rely on navigation by stars in order
to reach their destinations and suggest the use of RAC routefinder or satellite
navigation, which will provide the quickest route and advice regarding fuel
consumption. Please note as per the guidelines from the RSPCA for Mr Donkey,
the camels carrying the three kings of Orient will require regular food and rest
breaks. Facemasks for the three kings are also advisable due to the likelihood of
dust from the camels hooves.

Away in a Manger No Crib for a bed – Social services?
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We mustn’t forget all the hard work
from the very helpful and the
cooperation of both technicians and
University staff.

I found it tiring,yes,but very uplifting
and I felt privileged that I could play a
very small part in the proceedings .

Peter Morgan

The Graduation
This year was my first involvement with the
Graduation celebrations. What a joyous time and
a tremendous outreach for St John’s. Excitement,
pride and joy were in abundance! It is interesting
to reflect that some people had never been in a
church, never been to St John’s. This occasion
could be the one and only Graduation they ever
attend , so our welcome was very important. We
had to ensure that all the guests had the best view
available, and calm family nerves!

Afterwards we received many words of thanks for
our hospitality and support from the guests and
tutors .

Dr. Dr. Paul Phillips, Principal & CEO of
Weston College: "A massive thank you
to everyone who supported our
graduation this year. The three
graduation events all proved different,
but the reaction from the graduates and
their parents was both superb and
emotional. So many people from so

many departments and faculties came
together to make this event so successful.
It reinforced our ability to respond to major
events. Thank you also to the Revd Julie
Birkett and her team at St John’s Church
and everyone including Governing Body
members who made the day so special for
those graduating."
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The Community Bible Experience (not
sure why Word is adding separators
to these comments which follow!)

“Over the last few months up to a
dozen of us have been reading the
New Testament together under
Peter’s guidance.

What has been particularly
noteworthy is the particular NIV that
we used.

There are no chapter or verse
numbers so that it is much easier to
read as one reads a ‘normal’ book.
Even more revolutionary is that the
order of the individual letters has
been altered to give a more coherent
and understandable sequence. In
particular Acts followed Luke so we
able to see how the Gospel spread
after the resurrection of Jesus. Many
of us found that we were reading
parts of the New Testament that we
had rarely or never noticed before. 

We blamed this on the Lectionary which highlights much but cannot cover all of
the New Testament. But perhaps it reflects as much on the diligence of our own
individual bible study.

It was often illuminating to hear various views and insights from other members
of the group which by ourselves we might not have even been aware of.

New light was shone on a number of stories and sayings so that in the end we
had a better knowledge of the New Testament but has also us caused to think
about and strengthen our own understanding and faith.”             Brian Sheldrake

“The offer to read the whole of the New Testament in the new International Version
of the Bible, I found tempting but daunting. As it turned out I found the reading to
be a very enjoyable experience, especially as this was taken in short passages
each day with the happy fortnightly meetings ensuring I did not fall too far behind..
This new version of the Bible seemed to me much easier to read and take in than
the traditional one, helped by excellent back ground notes. To sum up, I found
the study to be both enlightening and inspiring and I am only sorry it has come to
an end.”

Bill Jefford
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“The New Testament course encouraged a deepening of our personal and corporate
Christian faith. We were helped to read the whole of the work- parts of which seldom
if ever appear in some church services and we were enabled to share many thoughts
and feelings evoked by the reading in a supportive group, sensitively led by Peter,
Rector of St John's, Weston - super - Mare. I am most grateful to have followed the
course.” 

Joan R Beer

“We had a sixteen week course meeting fortnightly, discussing the section we had to
read , going through the complete New Testament .
I found it very challenging in parts learning a lot from the private study and even more
importantly the group discussions. The course was set out so that we were challenged
to read a few pages daily. This was quite a discipline and didn’t always happen.
Nevertheless I was able to keep up, enjoying learning parts of the Bible which I had
never read, and in a relatively easy format. I feel I have grown in my faith through the
discipline of the daily reading and the fabulous fellowship I found within the group .I
enjoyed the whole experience. Thank you Rev Peter for helping us with the difficult
passages.”

Peter Morgan

“At the end of this course there is a feeling of achievement. The whole New Testament
has been read, analysed, talked over, and discussed. Blind alleys have been explored,
especially over names and numbers!
There have been quite a few surprises reading it as a whole, one being how little the
Christmas story is mentioned! We are an Easter people after all!
Starting with Luke and Acts, and then ending with Revelation, with very helpful
introductions to each book or letter, this Bible course was set out in a new and
interesting way. I would highly recommend it.”

Mary Morgan

"A new way to read the Bible, giving a clearer understanding of the Gospels and a
chance to read and enjoy lesser known books of the New Testament. The Rector
inspired us and made it an enjoyable experience. I definitely recommend this course." 

Rosemary Whiting

“Some of the passages in some books were new to me. The familiarity of the known
passages was like meeting an old friend. I believe I have grown up over these past
weeks. The books have triggered for me new thinking. I thoroughly enjoyed the study
of the new testament from the new arrangement of the books. The commentaries at
the start of each book were a good guide. The video from Jeff Manion (the American)
was clear and straightforward. I liked his tone. The Rector was kindly and led us all
through the books with humour and patience.”

Elizabeth Crawford
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“Reading the New Testament in its entirety has given me a much clearer perspective
on the whole story from Jesus’ early life through to the struggles of the each church.
The “Invitation” to each book, the video introductions and the group’s discussion have
been really valuable in giving me greater insight into the significance of passages I
had previously found difficult to understand or relate to. A very worthwhile and
rewarding experience. Thank you all. Especially God.”

Martin Fowler

On entering a church in France...

This poster can be found in many
French Churches.

The translation is:

“By entering this church it may be
possible that you hear “The call of
God”.
However, it is less probable that He
will call you on your mobile.
Thank you for turning off your phones.
If you want to talk to God, enter,
choose a quiet place and talk to Him.

If you want to see Him, send Him a
text while driving...”

The Deanery Confirmation
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God with us
Well, we are into the frantic pressie-buying month of December now.  The American
‘Black Friday’ tradition appears to be firmly a part of our own pattern and has brought
the search for the perfect Christmas present yet earlier in our calendar.  Parish and
school Christmas Fayres offer us home-made, Fairtrade, recycled and singular
alternatives.  And increasingly the inequalities within our economy become more
apparent as people risk debt to bring a smile to their child’s face.

When I was a parish priest we found that many of our single parents felt trapped by
the pressure of keeping up with those around them. We tried to introduce a maximum
spend for all our congregational and family present buying in order to bring some
parity.  It wasn’t easy!

I’m reminded at this time of year of the line that we are seeing more frequently,
accompanying invitations to weddings and Birthday parties: ‘No presents required,
just your presence!’

It makes me think about what Christmas really means.  During this time of preparation
and waiting for the big day to arrive, many of us will sing the words of that Advent
hymn, ‘O come, O come, Emmanuel’, a 12th century hymn that invites God to fulfil
his prophecy to his people.  Will we really take in those words?

‘Emmanuel’ means ‘God with us’, such an important and comforting phrase in these
times of uncertainty and anxiety, as we wonder what the new year will bring.

Christmas we know is a time when people can feel lonely, disappointed, stressed.
There are reputedly more suicides and marriage breakdowns during the course of this
holiday period.  One of the best Christmas presents we can offer then must surely be
that of hospitality, a listening ear and simply our ‘presence’ among those who feel
forgotten, rejected or overlooked.

In so doing we will find God’s own present to us this Christmas, as in any and all other
Christmases, His presence.  The God to whom “every animal of the forest and the
cattle on a thousand hills, belongs” (Psalm 50) has given us the best present of all -
He is with us.

The Right Reverend Ruth Worsley
Bishop of Taunton
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Picture of St. John’s with acknowledgement “Weston Museum Collection”

St John's Cook Book
All Manna of Good Things will be launched on Sat 1st Dec at the Christmas Fayre in
the church from 2.30. Each book is £5.
You can now pre - order your copies by leaving your name and number of books
required  on the list at the back of the church.
Please support Hilary and Sarah , in purchasing your copies you are raising much
needed funds for the church and gaining some delicious recipes to share with families
and friends. 

Jumble Sale
Raised over £330

Street Quiz
Raised £78

Thanks to all involved in these
fundraising ventures.
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Remembrance flowers



   

      

    

   
     

   
  

 
   

  

  
   

  

 
  

  
  

  
  

  

  

   

   

        

 

    

     

Weston’s longest serving Funeral Directors
The Elms Funeral Directors is a family business
full of dedicated and compassionate staff who
are all here to help you through this sad time

As a family, we're here to help your family
by offering all the support you need

Our involvement begins the instant you first
contact us and extends even beyond the

point at which your loved one is laid to rest

50, Baker Street, Weston-Super-Mare
North Somerset, BS23 3AG

01934 616006

“Let our family help your family”

We’re here with you....
every step of the way

   

        
    

       
   

     

  
   

    

 
   
  

   
   

    
 

    
 

   
   

      
   

  

 

 

  

 

  
  

 

   
           
 

           

         
       

     

       
        

       

       

        
     

          

         
 

           

       

       

     
     

    

   
 
  

  
  

  
  

 


