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There will be a 30 minute said Holy Communion service on the 
2nd Wednesday of the month at 11.00am 

The next dates are 13th February, 13th March and 10th April. 
Just come and relax in the arms of God, hear his word, receive his 

sacrament and be refreshed in your busy lives. 

A reminder that we hold a drop-in 
coffee morning at the YMCA near 
Grove Park every Friday between 

10.30am till noon. A friendly small 
group who welcome anyone who is 

in town for a break  tea or coffee 
and a chat.  Only 50p for a drink and 

biscuits, profit to the YMCA.

The Healing Service is held every first Tuesday of the month. 
The next services will be at 7.00pm on 5th February, 5th 

March and 2nd April.



 

My	dear	friends,	

By	the	0me	you	read	this	I	will	have	been	with	you	17	months.	Part	of	a	Rector’s	
ministry	is	FAILURE.	Yes,	my	ministry	is	one	of	failure.	Why,	you	might	ask.	Well,	on	a	
very	simple	level	it	is	never	possible	to	keep	everyone	happy	–	someone	will	always	be	
unhappy.	More	significantly,	if	we	do	not	try	new	things	we	cannot	progress	and	be	
more	effec0ve	and	even	more	welcoming	to	those	who	come	through	the	doors	for	the	
first	0me.	To	try	new	things	must	include	the	possibility	that	the	new	idea	fails	–	without	
that	permission	we	would	never	change	anything.	Failure	is	an	op0on;	not	trying	is	out	
of	the	ques0on.	Of	course,	it	follows	that	people	may	find	change	challenging	but	I	ask	
for	your	trust	in	me	and	your	faith	in	God	to	show	us	the	way.	

It	is	also	true	that	the	congrega0on	changes	–	some	move	away,	some	pass	on	and,	
thankfully,	new	people	appear.	We	are	always	desperate	for	people	to	help	with	our	
work	so	don’t	be	insulted	if	you	are	asked	(or	not	asked!).	We	are	simply	trying	to	get	it	
right.	I	believe	that,	for	people	to	agree	to	do	a	job,	they	must	always	be	allowed	to	stop	
doing	it.	So,	we	are	always	looking	for	help.	As	I	write	this	I	have	a	wish	list	of	people	to	
do	jobs	so	please	ask	yourself	if	you	can	step	forward	and	help	–	you	will	always	be	
supported.	Thank	you	for	all	you	have	done	and	will	do	in	the	furthering	of	God’s	
kingdom	in	this	place.	

Since	I	last	wrote	we	have	taken	back	produc0on	of	the	magazine.	Service	Publica0ons,	
who	produced	the	magazine	and	our	diaries,	has	ceased	trading.	We	have	decided,	at	
the	moment,	to	print	the	magazine	quarterly	–	it	will	be	larger	and	with	much	beXer	
content;	and	it	will	be	on	0me.	Consequently	we	ask	that	you	contribute	£1	please	–	less	
than	50p	a	month.	Let	me	know	what	you	think	of	the	magazine	and	please	send	me	
things	to	put	in	it.	

Before	Christmas	I	ran	a	short	Advent	course	on	Chris0an	Ethics	–	it	was	most	enjoyable	
and	fulfilling	to	discuss	how	we,	as	Chris0ans,	should	react	to	difficult	life	issues.	If	we	
instruct	ourselves	using	Scripture,	Tradi0on,	Reason	and	Experience	we	will	come	closer	
to	doing	and	thinking	what	is	right;	even	if	we	differ	in	our	conclusions.	



My	work	for	the	parish	is	very	varied	–	one	day	I	may	say	prayers	at	the	Town	Council	
mee0ng	as	Mayor’s	Chaplain,	another	I	might	spend	at	Wells	Cathedral	as	a	
Volunteer	Chaplain	there,	yet	another	might	be	spent	at	the	local	YMCA	as	their	
Chaplain	(and	taking	in	the	coffee	morning	too),	and	another	might	be	hos0ng	a	
colony	of	Beavers	at	church	or	going	to	the	District	Scout	performance	of	the	
Playhouse	pantomime.	Each	of	these	roles	builds	a	missional	link	for	the	church	and	
the	parish	and	helps	others	become	comfortable	with	church	involvement.	Add	to	all	
of	this	church	taking	services,	visi0ng,	planning	and	mee0ngs	and	each	day	is	varied	
and	different.	I	owe	a	debt	of	gra0tude	to	all	those	who	support	and	encourage	my	
work.	To	those	less	comforted	by	my	ministry	I	ask	for	0me	and	trust	and	
forbearance;	even	forgiveness.	But	most	of	all	I	ask	for	the	chance	to	meet	and	talk.	It	
was	one	of	the	things	I	said	in	my	first	sermon.	It	is	far	more	helpful	and	Chris0an	to	
meet	and	share	as	adults	than	to	moan	and	s0r	up	resentment.	(See	“A	blast	from	the	past”)	

Our	fundraising	events	and	charity	coffee	mornings	have	been	a	huge	success	and	
see	us	reaching	out	to	other	chari0es	as	well	as	‘home’,	pudng	into	prac0ce	the	
important	outreach	work	of	the	church.	This	year	we	have	more	planned	including	a	
Crae	and	Cake	Fair	–	watch	out	for	more	details.	

Christmas	was	a	joyful	0me	and	I	am	grateful	for	all	the	work	so	many	put	in	to	make	
our	events	such	a	success	and	the	church	look	clean	and	decorated.	As	Christmas	
moved	to	and	with	Epiphany	we	celebrate	a	wonderful	0me	of	joy	celebra0ng	gies,	
Jesus	growing	and	star0ng	his	adult	ministry,	before	moving	into	Ordinary	Time	
briefly	before	Lent.	It’s	a	busy	0me	of	year	but	one	to	engage	with	as	fully	as	possible.	

And	then,	before	you	know	it,	we	are	into	Lent	and	moving	fast	towards	Easter.	
Elsewhere	in	this	magazine	you	will	find	details	of	our	Lent	course,	suggested	to	me	
by	Bishop	Ruth	when	I	met	with	her	for	My	Ministry	Development	Review.	As	ever,	it	
will	be	challenging	and	exci0ng;	this	year	we	will	share	communion	at	the	end	of	
every	session,	just	as	the	priest	does	in	each	episode	of	‘Broken’.	I	urge	you	all	to	take	
a	full	part	in	all	that	we	do,	especially	during	the	most	moving	and	enlightening	
events	of	Holy	Week	and	Easter	when	we	can	declare	“Christ	his	risen!”	

During	the	year	we	celebrate	many	events,	oeen	significant	birthdays	(are	they	not	
all	significant	as	we	get	older).	Week	in	and	week	out	we	are	supported	by	the	choir	
and	our	organists	–	and	we	are	very	fortunate	with	all	of	them	–	but	let	us	not	forget	
our	bellringers	–	the	‘hidden’	presence	of	the	church,	yet	one	that	significantly	
proclaims	our	work	in	the	parish.	On	14th	March	a	special	peal	will	be	rung	to	
celebrate	the	Tower	Captain,	Joe	Beaumont’s,	50th	anniversary	of	ringing	bells.	What	
a	wonderful	achievement	-	our	thanks	and	congratula0ons	to	Joe.		

With	every	blessing	in	your	journey,	in	Christ,	Rev.	Peter



Greetings Everyone! 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will 
not fear” Psalm 46: 1,2 

February is a month of transitions, as the cold weather and short days begin to give way 

to the first signs of spring, and new life. As the natural world continues to follow its 

ordered cycle in contrast our nation is unsettled and confused. The infighting in 

government over Brexit continues and with less than ten weeks to go before the leave 

date, none of us know how things will turn out. 

In our personal lives too we pass through times of upheaval, sadness and hesitancy 

about the future. In times of distress we try to trust God but it can be so difficult when we 

cannot see any sign of him intervening. The Psalmists totally understood and were not 

afraid to tell God exactly how they were feeling, expressing their anger and pain in verse 

and song. Even when there appeared to be no light in the darkness the Psalmists again 

and again remember God’s faithfulness in the past and reaffirm their trust in God. Their 

songs of lament are full of reasons to be cheerful! Even though God may feel far away he 

is very near (46 v1). The Lord is God and we are not (46 v10). 

Psalm 46 is a psalm to return to repeatedly as our lives and our world pass through crises 

which then become history. As we know, all things must pass.  So let us take heart, 

because  “The Lord of hosts is with us;  the God of Jacob is our refuge.” (verse 7) 

May I encourage you to take a moment to be still; know that the Lord is God (v10) and 

pray that the Lord Almighty may be with us, and all who lead and shape our country in 

uncertain times. Amen. 

With my love and prayers, 

Julie 



All change! 

Don’t panic, as Private Godfrey said in “Dad’s Army”! 

As with all things I continue to review how we do things and how 
people feel. It is virtually impossible to keep all the people happy 
all the time but I do my best. 

We changed from receiving communion at the high altar because 
of health and safety and mobility issues and, by and large, 
people have become used to the new way. 

However, some people still miss the opportunity to kneel to 
receive. 

So, for Lent, we will try another method. We may use a nave altar 
in the chancel but communion with be distributed on the chancel 
steps. You don’t have to kneel but the opportunity will be there. 

Let me know what you think. 

Rev. Peter 



Westminster Abbey 

My Sister in Law Lesley Hunt and myself are always ready for a 
challenge or an adventure, so we thought we would share our latest 
with you.  
For moral support we took along our two boys and the four of us had a 
wonderful weekend in London. 

It was a marvellous opportunity and experience to be asked to arrange 
flowers at the high alter of Westminster Abbey to celebrate the baptism 
of Jesus Christ on 12th. January and 120th. Anniversary of the birth of 
Maximilian Kolbe, a modern day Saint, on the 13th. January 2019. 

Everything was professionally arranged by the abbey Co-ordinators and 
all was ready when we arrived. Our first challenge was to carry bags of 
greenery from our gardens on the train and the underground, and then 
to arrange eighty glorious blooms into half a jumbo block of foam on a 
four foot grey plinth either side of the high alter. All this with hundreds 
of visitors to the abbey watching our every move. 

Thank you to 
NAFAS and the 
Area chairman 
Suzi for the 
invitation and 
trusting us to 
fulfil the task. 
We so enjoyed 
the challenge 
and the 
adventure 
which will be 
with us to 
remember and 
cherish. 

Ann Manley 





WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
(A WOMEN LED, GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL 

MOVEMENT)  

March 1st 2019 @ 2.30pm 
Corpus Christi Church 

Ellenborough Park Rd South 

Come – Everything is Ready! 

Everything is ready and the  invitation is for everyone - men, 
women and children of all ages to join this Day of Prayer.*  Women 
of Slovenia, one of the smallest and youngest countries in Europe, 
have prepared this year's service and they encourage us to reflect 
on the barriers they have faced since the end of the Second World 
War when their country was a part of Yugoslavia, a Marxist socialist 
republic. They share the challenges they have met and the hopes 
they have for the future. 
  
World Day of Prayer is an international, inter-church organisation 
which enables us to hear the thoughts of women from all parts of 
the world: their hopes, concerns and prayers. The preparation for 
the day is vast. An international committee is based in New York 
and there are national committees in each participating country. 
Regional conferences meet to consider the service and then local 
groups make their plans. Finally, at a church near you on Friday 
March 1st 2019 people will gather to celebrate the service prepared 
by the women of Slovenia. 

The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 120 countries. It begins in 
Samoa and prayer in native languages travels throughout the world 
--- through Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Europe and the Americas 
before finishing in American Samoa some 38 hours later. 

* For further information and resources, together with details of 
services in your area see the WDP website: www.wwdp.org.uk  



Elizabeth’s 
cards are 
often on sale 
at church 
sales.

Cover picture

Our cover picture is 
part of a painting by 
Elizabeth Crawford, 
one of our excellent 
artists. It depicts one 
of the Stations of the 
Cross.



PREPARATION	OF	NEW	ELECTORAL	ROLL	
		

Every	6	years,	by	canon	law,	every	church	in	the	Church	of	
England	must	prepare	a	brand	new	electoral	roll.		We	last	
did	this	in	2013,		and	the	0me	has	now	come	round	again.	
		
Our	electoral	roll	is	the	official	lis0ng	of	our	church	family.		We	
would	strongly	encourage	everyone	who	considers	St.	John`s	as	
their	`home	church`	to	apply	for	enrolment	on	the	roll.	
		
If	you	wish	to	have	your	name	entered	on	the	new	roll,	you	
must	apply	for	enrolment.		It	is	not	automa0cally	carried	over	
from	the	exis0ng	roll.	
		
From	Sunday	March	17th,	the	exis0ng	roll,	together	with	a	map	
of	the	parish,		will	be	on	display	at	the	back	of	the	church.	
Applica0on	forms	will	be	distributed		to	members	on	the	
exis0ng	roll,		and	be	available	to	those	currently	not	on	it.	
		
If	you	are	not	resident	in	the	parish	(as	80%	of	are	members	
are	not)		you	are	required	to	declare	that	you	have	
habitually	aXended	public	worship	in	the	parish	during	the	
6	months	prior	to	enrolment.	
		
Completed	applica0on	forms	should	be	placed	in	the	box	at	
the	back	of	the	church,	handed	to	a	churchwarden,	or	
returned	by	post.	
		
If	you	have	any	problems	over	the	form,	please	consult	me	
In	church,	or	give	me	a	ring	on	01934	412773.	
		
The	closing	date	for	receipt	of	applica0ons	is	Wednesday	April	
10th,	and	the	new	roll	will	be	displayed	on	Sunday	April	14th	
(Palm	Sunday).		The	Annual	Mee0ng	is	on	Tuesday	April	30th.	
		
Cyril	Hart	
Electoral	Roll	Officer



Wells Cathedral’s Crib



St John’s Fellowship 

This is a friendly group drawn from those who attend St 
John’s.  Our meetings are usually on the second and 
fourth Thursdays in the month.  We meeting in the Church 
centre starting at 2.30pm. 
For our meetings we invite a speaker to talk to us and they 
have covered a wide range of subjects, secular and 
religious. We usually have one meeting a year run by 
members. 
David Agassiz started us off this year with a suggestion 
that at the time of the Epiphany we should look at 
occasions and things that gave us joy, and that we would 
then be able recall these with joy in the future. He gave an 
example of a sunset seen from Sandy Bay when the dying 
light turned land and sky into something really beautiful 
He then finished with diversion, concerning a recent 
successful visit to a cave of 400,000 bats near the African 
coast and, naturally  this also included some rare moths. 
By the time you read this we will have had “Images of 
Change” by Mark Britton, and on February 28th John 
Crockford Hawley on Weston after the War. 
During Lent we will have a Lent Course but this will be on 
Mondays each week. 

For further details contact Brian on 412478 or at 
briansheldrake@yahoo.co.uk 



Taking care of God’s gift 
This Lent as a diocese we will be thinking in different ways about what it 
means to care for the world in which we live. Our care for the 
environment and for all that God has created is an obligation for us as 
Christians and part of our response to the gospel.   
Reference is sometimes made to the Five Marks of Mission and one 
aspect of mission is ‘to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and 
sustain and renew the life of the earth.’ What we now know about climate 
change and the impact we humans make on the world we live in, means 
that it is imperative that we take this responsibility serious. The Earth is 
our home. It is beautiful beyond words. It is God’s gift to us and so 
we must take care of it! The Psalmist reminds us that: ‘The earth is the 
Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.’ (Psalm 24:1) 
President Barack Obama recently said: “For the sake of our children and 
our future, we must do more to combat climate change … we must act 
before it’s too late.” He was not seeking to be alarmist in saying this, he 
was reminding us that climate change is already affecting agriculture, 
water resources, forests, wildlife, and coastal areas and also having a 
serious detrimental impact on human health.  

We do need to be more responsible, more faithful and more diligent in 
the way we care for God’s creation for a number of reasons. Firstly, a 
clean environment is essential for healthy living. Secondly, as the overall 
temperature of Earth’s atmosphere and oceans increases so too does the 
frequency of dangerous weather patterns and devastating storms. We 
are stewards of what God has given us and we have a responsibility for 
future generations and we cannot deny that the way we live is stoking up 
problems for our children, grandchildren and all who follow after us. 
Biodiversity, the variety of plants, animals, and other living things in our 
world, is important and we know that human activities are having a 
negative impact on it. Finally, it matters because the way we treat the 
environment also mirrors the way we treat each other. Mahatma Gandhi 
the Indian civil rights activist once said: “What we are doing to the forests 
of the world is a mirror reflection of what we are doing to ourselves and 
to one another.” 
  
So what might it look like to show that we care about the environment? I 
have found these three simple words helpful as I have thought about this. 
The three Rs: reduce, re-use, and recycle. Those are three words we 
might think about this Lent. 
With warm greetings,  

The Right Revd Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells 

http://ecoadmirer.com/33-ways-to-reuse-denim-jeans/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://ecoadmirer.com/33-ways-to-reuse-denim-jeans/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


From Joe Varian’s family

Some 
miscreants 
at the 
Christmas 
Fair - photo 
from the 
Weston 
Mercury.



WHO WAS LADY JAMES O'BRYEN? 
Lady James's remains are under a ledger stone in the northeast corner of 
the north churchyard which has recently been cleared and tidied. It was 
covered by a mat of fibrous roots and grass. My attention was drawn 
because the only visible word was 'Lady'.  

Her stone reads:- 
Look unto Jesus.  
Beneath this stone lies the earthly remains of Lady James O'Bryen who 
departed this life on the 9th Sept.1843. 
She lived and died a pious christian in the full hope of the blessed eternity. 
"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord" Rev. X1V 

Lady James (Jane) was the 2nd wife of Lord James O'BRYEN,1769-1855 
who became an admiral, 3rd Marquis of Thomond and Earl of Inchiquin, both 
Irish titles. He was a descendant of Brian Boru, 941-1041AD, High King of 
Ireland who founded the O'Brien dynasty. On the accession of William lV to 
the throne, James was made a Lord of the Bedchamber and in 1831 was 
nominated for Knight of the Grand Cross (GCH) This was a Hanoverian 
order of chivalry, the Hanoverian Guelphic order. 
He took part in the first French revolutionary war and as a naval officer, 
served as captain on the frigate Emerald which assisted in the capture of St. 
Lucia and Surinam. He was praised for his "indefatigable zeal" for forwarding 
supplies to the army. It earned "my warmest applause" from Commodore 
Hood. Before this, he captured a French schooner, 1'Enfant Prodigue after a 
chase of 3 days during which all of her 16 guns were thrown overboard. 
 On his death, because he had no heirs his titles became extinct but later a 
relative was granted the Barony of Inchiquin. Thomond and Inchiquin are 
both in County Clare, Ireland. He died in 1855 and was interred in the 
catacombs of St Saviour's church, Walcot, Bath. 
  
Jane, b1775-1843, was the daughter of Thomas OTTLEY 1745-1805 and 
Grace Johnson BYAM 1752-1829 and the widow of Valentine Horne 
HORSFORD 1770-1804, She was born in St. George, Antigua, West Indies. 
Her father's ancestors had moved there from England in the 1600's. The 
cause of her death was Angina Pictorus. She had four children with 
Valentine, all born in Antigua.  

Rev. Thomas Fahie Horsford 1792-1872. D. Pitsea Island, Hampshire 
In the census of 1861 he was a widower and clergyman of  Church of 
England at Sutton Mantis, Wincanton "without cure of souls". At the time he 
had three lady visitors from Jersey who were all "providers of dividends". In 
1864 he is shown as the rector of Kilrush and Killahoe in the diocese of 
Inchiquin, County Cork, Ireland. 



John Horsford 1799-1839 D Falmouth, Cornwall. 
Edward Byam Horsford 1800-1827 
Maj. Gen. Richard Horsford 1801-1869 D. Clifton. He married Bannatyne 
Wilhemina Macleod and spent some time in India where their son Richard was 
born. 
Rev. James Payne Horsford 1803-1870 
He was a prebend of Killahoe and rector of Rath, a civil parish in the Barony of 
Inchiquin. In the census of 1851 he was living in Bittern, Southampton and 
was shown as"Chaplain of Trinity Church, Columbo, Ceylon, on leave of 
absence". He had seven children. All their middle names was O'Bryen! 

Her mother, Grace was the daughter of Rev. Francis Byam and had three 
brothers. 
Rev. Scott Byam. D Bath 1832. 
Sir Ashton Warner Byam, Attorney General of Grenada. D 1790. 
Edward Byam, a judge of the Court of the Vice Admiralty and president of the 
Council of Antigua. (His daughter had apartments in Hampton Court Palace) 

Jane had two sisters,  
Grace Fouquier Ottley 1773-1850( Fouquier was a Byam male family 
surname) 
Georgina Ottley 1780-1838 
With their mother, Grace, They lived in Park Street, Walcot, Bath, which is a 
few streets behind Royal Crescent where Jane and James lived. 
All three are buried in All Saints churchyard, Weston, Bath. 
The Byam family dates back to the 14th century with Somerset connections. 
Her mother, Grace had three brothers:- 
Rev. Scott Byam who died in Bath 1832. 
Sir Ashton Warner Byam. Attorney General of Grenada. Died 1790 
Edward Byam. A judge of the Vice Admiralty and President of the Council of 
Antigua. (His daughter had apartments in Hampton Court Palace!) 

Jane's father in law, John Horsford, died in 1795 and is buried in Bath Abbey. 
There is a floor memorial in the south aisle and a wall tablet in the northeast 
porch. Both read:- 'To the memory of John Horsford Esq who died January 
25th 1795 aged 54 years'. 

While married to Jane in the 1830's, James was co-owner of two plantations, 
which involved both the Horsford and Byam families.  
Matthews Constitution Hill estate had 157 slaves and was sold to a Mr 
Hyndman of Dublin for £18,000. £3,000 was given to the Rothschild family for 
"considerations" 
He claimed ownership of Stephen Blizard's estate with 217 slaves under a 
marriage settlement involving a member of the Byam family.  



The Bath Penitentiary and Lock Hospital was a christian charity founded in 
1816. The Penitentiary was founded to help reform women of loose morals 
and the hospital for those suffering from venereal disease etc.  
Its presidents included the dukes of Sussex, Cambridge and Kent. All 
manner of titled people were vice presidents including bishops from the 
region and local dignitaries. Sermons were preached throughout the city 
extolling its virtues. Lord O'Bryen served on the committee alongside his 
brother, the Marquis of Thomond who he eventually inherited the title from. 
Jane was a member of the Ladies committee. 
Both were mentioned in the charity's annual reports thanking them for their 
support and hard work.  

Jane's great grandfather was Lieut. General William Byam who was born in 
1623 in Luccombe on Exmoor. In 1644 he was a major and a Royalist. He 
played an important role in the defence of the garrison at Bridgwater when 
the Parliamentarians were repelled. A year later the town was taken by the 
forces of Cromwell and Fairfax. William was taken prisoner with others and 
spent some months in the Tower of London. He then accepted a 'pass to go 
beyond the seas'. In other words, he was exiled! To Barbados, where he met 
and married the daughter of the governor and became governor of Antigua. 
When he died, he did not leave money. He left 40,000lbs of sugar/tobacco to 
his wife, 'to be laid out in new negro slaves from the ships'. To his daughter, 
30,000lbs and various other minor amounts to other relatives.  

During my research I have come across all manner of people. High ranking 
military and naval officers, Governor Generals and priests and most have 
contributed to the affairs of various islands of the West Indies.  
All the families mentioned have histories going back centuries and seemed to 
have strong connections with Somerset and Bath in particular. 

There are questions I cannot answer:- 
Why did Jane come to Weston Super Mare? Where did she stay? How did 
she get here? It must have been horse and carriage. No railway until two 
years later. It must have been quite a journey as Bath is about 25 miles 
away. Why wasn't she buried with family members in Bath? 

One final thought. In 1831 an Ashton Warner (both family names, parentage 
unknown) died. He had been born on Mr Drewery Ottley's,(a cousin of Jane) 
Cane Grove Plantation and was a slave. He wrote and had published a book 
about his life as a slave. 

Spencer Macdonald



The	floor	memorial	to	John	Horsford	(F379)	is	in	the	south	aisle	of	Bath	Abbey	and	
reads:		
To	the	Memory	of	/	John	Horsford	Esq/	who	Died	Jan	ye	29th/	1795/	Aged	54	Years	
There	is	also	a	wall	tablet	in	the	North-west	porch	(inner)	at	the	lower	level	(W293)	,	



JUMBLE SALE 
Saturday 23rd March 10am 

PLEASE WE NEED YOUR HELP 

We need lots of bric-a-brac, clothes, especially 
textiles, toys, books, jewellery etc.  
Anything portable but not electrical goods or 
videos. 

WE ALSO NEED LOTS OF HELPERS ! 

The  Church will be open at 6pm on Friday 22nd 
March to set up. The more helpers we have at the 
sale, from about 9.30am, the more money we shall 
take, and about 11.30am we need extra help to bag 
up the residue which we now sell by weight for 
Church Funds. 

Refreshments will be available. 

Enid and Brian (Tel 412478) and Jill and Jeff (Tel 
813875) will collect where necessary, and Zena will 
store near the date. 



Beaver	visit	
Friday	15th	December	saw	a	visit	to	St.	John's	from	1st	North	Worle	Beavers.	This	
was	for	part	of	their	Faith	badge.		

Aeer	an	impromptu	game	of	hide	and	seek	where	most	of	them	hid	behind	the	
altar	a	beaver	was	invested		in	front	of	the	altar.	

They	then	split	into	groups	for	a	quiz	where	they	had	to	explore	the	church	to	
find	the	answers	to	ques0ons	like:	

How	many	windows	does	the	church	have?	and	How	many	candles	can	you	
see?	

The	Beavers	had	also	wriXen	their	own	reflec0ons	or	prayers	which	they	read	
out	to	everyone	and	the	session	ended	with	Rev.	Peter	telling	them	the	
Christmas	story.		

It	was	certainly	a	lively	session	and	it	was	great	to	see	so	many	young	people	at	
St.	John's.	

Judith	Somerton-Rees



The Weston Choral Society concert



A blast from the past!



February 3rd – The Presentation/Candlemas – GOLD 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

February 10th – Fourth Sunday before Lent - GREEN 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

February 17th – Third Sunday before Lent 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

February 24th – Second Sunday before Lent 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

March 3rd – Sunday next before Lent 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

March 6th – Ash Wednesday – PURPLE 
11.00am CW Holy Communion 
with Ashing 
7.00pm Ashing Service 

Services



****** 

March 10th – Lent 1 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

March 17th – Lent 2 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

March 24th – Lent 3 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

March 31st – Lent 4/Mothering Sunday - ROSE 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
Evensong at Wells 

April 7th - Lent 5 - Passion Sunday - RED 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
12.30pm Baptism of Logan Dallas 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

April 14th - Palm Sunday - RED 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
12.30pm Baptism of Archie Kent 
6.30pm BCP Evensong



April 16th - Tuesday of Holy Week 
Chrism service at Wells Cathedral


April 18th - Maundy Thursday - WHITE 
7.00pm Eucharist of the Last Supper

with foot washing

and stripping of the church


April 19th – Good Friday – RED for liturgy only  
(church bare) 
2.00pm Good Friday Liturgy with

Communion from the reserved sacrament

and the Passion reading


April 20th - Easter Vigil and first Holy Communion of 
Easter - WHITE 
8.30pm Easter Vigil followed by party


April 21st – Easter Day - Gold or White 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion

10.30am CW Holy Communion

6.30pm BCP Evensong


April 28th – Easter 2 - WHITE 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion

10.30am CW Holy Communion

6.30pm BCP Evensong



Christian Ethics 

We finished our discussion group on ‘Christian Ethics’ just 
before Christmas.  About a dozen of us attended during 
Advent.  I suspect that many of us thought it would be 
simply based on the Ten Commandments or at the other 
extreme plunge us into the works of a long list of 
philosophers that we had not heard of or had forgotten 
about. In fact we worked through three areas, the Old 
Testament with Jewish law and yes, the Ten 
Commandments.  Then how Church thinking had 
developed through the ages up to the present time, 
covering where Christian Ethics and Current morality 
coincided of diverged. 

Peter suggested that we should then use all of the above 
using our own minds and consciences to guide us into an 
attitude and practice that in the end reflected Christ’s 
instruction to us to love our neighbour as ourself. 

It was useful and encouraging to explore and discuss 
areas of human behaviour among fellow Christians and 
friends. 
Brian Sheldrake

Submissions for the next magazine 
Please send to the Rector by 12th April.


Thank you! 



The Parish Church of St. John the Baptist

Charity Coffee Morning

Second Saturday each month 10-12.00



 

Lent Course

Written by Canon Dr. Paula Gooder, a 
renowned and accessible theologian, 
this course looks at the brokenness of 
our lives. 

Each episode ends with the priest 
celebrating mass; so we will share 
communion at the end of each session. 

Starting Monday 11th March 
2.30-400pm for 6 weeks. 



You are not here to verify, 
Instruct yourself,  
or inform curiosity 
or carry report.  

You are here to kneel 
Where prayer has been valid.  

And prayer is more 
than an order of words,  
the conscious occupation 
of the praying mind,  
or the sound of the voice  
praying. 

 
And what the dead  
had no speech for, when living,  
They can tell you,  
being dead… 

T.S. Elioit – Four 
Quartets 
‘Little Gidding’ 

(from Wells Cathedral) 



 

 





�  

Taizé Prayer  
In The Vicars Close  

Chapel 
 

All are invited to a meditative  

service of chants and prayers taken from 
the worship of the Taizé community. 

Service begins at 7pm 

Song practice from 6pm 

1st Thursday of every month. 



We cannot fail to be moved by the number of homeless people we see sleeping in 
doorways on our High Street and around the town. It is easy to think that nothing is being 
done to help them but be reassured, much is being done through charities and the 
council to assist them and move them on into accommodation and employment.


The Outreach team goes out regularly around the town and current numbers of the 
homeless are 14 - although this does not include the “sofa surfers” who move from friend 
to friend sleeping on their sofa or who hide when they see the outreach team coming as 
they do not want help. They can only be counted if they are lying in their sleeping bag too 
and given that many prefer to sleep during the day as they are vulnerable from abuse if 
sleeping at night, it can mean that the numbers are not totally accurate.


Somewhere to Go, established in the old St John’s Church Hall on the Boulevard, is open 
three days a week and clients can have a hot meal, a hot shower, nursing care and help 
with applying for benefits, housing etc. 


The Night Assessment Centre operates each evening at Somewhere to Go and can 
accommodate ten people allowing them a safe, warm space in which to sleep. On nights 
when the temperature is below freezing for three consecutive days the council has to 
accommodate all who are sleeping rough, and at the beginning of January there were 24 
people sleeping in the centre.


Key Steps http://www.keysteps.org.uk  is based in the Somewhere to Go building too 
and works with Landlords to provide accommodation for those on benefits by providing 
bonds and operating a drop in service on two days a week. On their website is the in-
crisis leaflet which can be downloaded. This provides all the information re the churches 
across our town working as Winter/Summer warmth and providing an evening or 
lunchtime meal every day. It also has lots of useful information and contact details. For 
example, if you see someone homeless and are concerned about them, you can use this 
website or telephone number to send an alert to StreetLink which sends the information 
to the local outreach service who will find the person and connect them to support  
https://www.streetlink.org.uk.       0300 500 0914 


On Sunday 27th January we held the Homeless Sunday service at St John’s. We heard a 
wonderful testimony from someone who had been homeless and now volunteers at 
Somewhere to Go, and a really motivating talk from a Trustee at Keysteps, and enjoyed 
fabulous cakes Kindly made by our wonderful Hilary. 


So how can we solve this crisis? By creating more bed spaces and more opportunities 
for people to come off the street with proper, ongoing support once they are housed.


All of these charities rely heavily on volunteers are in great need of support in terms of 
prayer, time  and finance. 


Have a chat to me if you feel called to help in anyway.


Rev Julie

Trustee Somewhere to Go


HOMELESSNESS

http://www.keysteps.org.uk
https://www.streetlink.org.uk
http://www.keysteps.org.uk
https://www.streetlink.org.uk




This is why we like living here!



During Lent we have Compline 
once a week for about half an 
hour - a time of reflection and 
prayer at the end of the day. 

We sit in the choir stalls and, at 
the end, leave in silence. 

Mondays 

7.00-7.30pm 

11th March - 15th April 

ALL WELCOME 


