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A reminder that we hold a drop-in 
coffee morning at the YMCA near 
Grove Park every Friday between 

10.30am till noon. A friendly small 
group who welcome anyone who is 

in town for a break  tea or coffee 
and a chat.  Only 50p for a drink and 

biscuits, profit to the YMCA.

The Healing Service is held every first Tuesday of the month. 
The next services will be at 7.00pm on 7th May, 4th June and 

2nd July.

There will be a 30 minute said Holy Communion service on the 
2nd Wednesday of the month at 11.00am 

The next dates are 8th May, 12th June and 10th July. 
Just come and relax in the arms of God, hear his word, receive his 

sacrament and be refreshed in your busy lives. 



My	dear	friends,	

Easter	has	happened	(though	the	season	conLnues	unLl	Pentecost),	our	Annual	
MeeLngs	have	been	held	(just	in	Lme)	and	we	have	2	wardens,	a	treasurer	and	a	
secretary.	What	more	could	a	Rector	ask	for?!	

I	said	at	the	APCM	that	I	would	include	a	round	up	of	the	year	in	the	magazine	so	here	
are	just	some	of	the	highlights	of	the	previous	year	-	my	first	full	year	in	post.	

I	started	the	year	ager	the	last	APCM	by	meeLng	with	the	new	mayor-elect	about	
becoming	his	chaplain,	which	has	been	a	privilege;	I	am	looking	forward	to	supporLng	
the	new	mayor	this	year.	One	of	the	features	of	the	role	is	that	we	have	hosted	the	civic	
service	and	the	mayor’s	carol	service,	combining	the	laAer	with	our	own.	The	end	of	the	
month	was	the	first	of	our	5th	Sunday	special	services	instead	of	Evensong	and	this	was	
our	first	trip	to	Wells.	Don’t	menLon	“trip”	to	Shirley	Dimoline	as	it	has	a	different	
meaning	enLrely.	This	has	been	followed	by	successful	Taize	and	Songs	of	Praise	
evenings	at	church.	

Together	with	the	Mission	Group	we	have	worked	hard	to	centre	the	work	(and	change	
the	name)	to	Mission,	Outreach	and	Fundraising.	If	we	are	to	Live	the	Story	and	Tell	the	
Story	(the	Diocese	streamline)	then	becoming	more	visible	and	engaged	in	the	wider	
community	is	as	essenLal	as	raising	funds	for	the	church.	For	my	part	I	have	taken	on	a	
number	of	chaplaincies	to	involve	us	in	the	town,	district	and	diocese	but	perhaps	the	
greatest	successes	are	our	fairs	and	the	new	charity	coffee	mornings.	As	a	church	we	
conLnue	to	be	part	of	the	Magnificat	Parishes	iniLaLve	in	the	diocese	(supporLng	the	
most	deprived	parishes)	and	I	have	been	involved	in	discussions	to	restart	Chaplaincy	
about	Town	(ChAT)	and	look	at	the	town	centre	provision	for	students.	

As	a	break	from	work	I	was	privileged	to	return	to	Devon	to	take	there	wedding	of	my	
son	Tim	and	Sophie;	I	have	been	invited	back	by	dear	friends	to	take	their	wedding	in	
the	same	church	at	the	end	of	June.	



Bishop	Ruth	visited	us	twice	in	the	year	for	our	Patronal	service	and	for	the	Deanery	
ConfirmaLon	service	-	she	is	incredible	supporLve	of	our	work	and	always	a	pleasure	to	
see.	

Elizabeth	Coffin	who	has	run	the	church	for	many	years	reached	her	milestone	of	90	
years	though	others	are	catching	her	up	(see	elsewhere).	There	are	no	signs	of	her	
slowing	down!	

The	Pride	service	was	held	at	church	with	the	parade	and	weekend	following	in	Grove	
Park	-	not	everyone’s	cup	of	tea,	I	know,	but	an	important	part	of	my	and	our	ministry.	

Not	everything	has	been	easy	-	we	have	had	to	say	farewell	to	beloved	friends	at	
church	and	elsewhere	and	we	have	also	faced	severe	financial	pressures.	Sadly	that	is	
part	of	what	we	do	so	we	must	not	lose	sight	of	these	issues.	Add	to	that	our	own	
personal	challenges	and	life	can	be	tough.	Even	the	arrival	of	Archie	was	a	far	steeper	
learning	curve	than	I	expected.	Puppy	training	classes	(a	misnomer	as	they	teach	the	
owner	not	the	dog)	came	and	went	with	Archie	passing	and	achieving	excellent	
results	.	Now	a	year	old,	there	is	no	sign	of	his	calming	down	much	but	I	love	him	
dearly.	

We	conLnue	to	have	there	occasional	wedding,	more	funerals	than	we’d	like	and	quite	
a	few	bapLsms	-	this	year	there	will	be	a	joint	bapLsm	of	9	people	over	2	families	-	
chaos!	Less	chaoLc	but	just	as	challenging	have	been	our	Advent,	Lent	and	Bible	study	
courses	-	so	well	aAended	with	some	excellent	thoughts	and	reflecLons.	More	ideas	
welcome.	

As	many	of	you	know	the	Eucharist	is	central	to	my	faith	and	spirituality	and	I	am	much	
heartened	by	all	those	who	support	that	ministry.	Christmas	and	Easter	services	were	
highlights	for	me	and	many	others.	

I	am	so	grateful	for	dear	friends	at	St.	John’s	who	have	
supported	me	this	year,	on	top	of	their	own	lives	and	
church	duLes.	They	know	who	they	are.	Also	the	diocese	
has	excelled	itself	in	its	pastoral	and	ministerial	support.	So	
much	is	done	by	so	many	so	my	heart-felt	thanks	and	
admiraLon	-	it	is	never	taken	for	granted.	Much	of	what	I	
do	is	unseen	and	not	publicised,	and	that	is	the	way	it	
should	be.	Thank	you	for	supporLng	my	role	and	priest,	
incumbent	and	supporter	to	so	many.	

May	God	bless	you	all.	In	Christ,	

Rev.	Peter



Greetings Everyone! 

“Lord, you have probed me, you know me: you know when I sit and stand; 
you understand my thoughts from afar. You sift through my travels and my 
rest; with all my ways you are familiar. Even before a word is on my tongue 
Lord you know it all. Behind and before you encircle me and rest your hand 
upon me.” Psalm 139  

The first few verses of this familiar Psalm of David draw us into the mystery 
of our inescapable God who is always with us and whom there is no 
escaping.  

As I write these jottings our nation remains in a time of political turmoil 
regarding “Brexit”. Are we in? Are we out? Are we facing another referendum 
or General Election? These are unsettling times. 

The Early Celtic Christians in Britain often spoke and prayed about God's 
protective 'circling' presence. How reassuring is this wonderful picture of God 
encircling us and laying his hand of blessing upon us. This is especially 
comforting in a time of turmoil, whether national or personal, and when we 
are praying for those who are sick or facing difficulty. These simple circling 
prayers can be used in every situation, for example, as we pray for 
ourselves, our church, our nation etc 

These are examples of circling prayers which can be used at anytime as we 
lift people and situations into God’s presence. 

Circle me (or us), Lord. Keep hope within, and despair without. 
Circle me, Lord. Keep peace within, and worry without. 
Circle me, Lord. Keep love within, and hatred without. 
Circle me, Lord. Keep courage within, and fear without. 
Circle me, Lord. Keep light within, and darkness without. 

With my love and prayers, 

Rev’d Julie 
Associate Priest



All change… but not yet! 

Don’t panic, as Private Godfrey said in “Dad’s Army”! 

That was how last edition’s article started. Spencer reminded me 
that, of course, the words were said by Corporal Jones. At least it 
wasn’t Private Fraser saying, “We’re doomed!” 

Well, the trial has happened and now I will consider with the 
Standing Committee how we will proceed. Let them know your 
views. 

I think a nave altar is out of the question at the moment as it does 
not enhance the service and there is not really enough room. So 
do we go up to the high altar, receive at the chancel steps or 
have a long line in the front of the nave?  

Thanks to Wells cathedral for the loan of the kneelers for the trial. 

More in due course… 

Rev. Peter 



DID YOU KNOW? 
Weston had a church and a Rector in 1226 in the reign of Henry lll. It was 84 feet long and 20 feet 
wide with a tower at the west end. It was valued at 100 marks. (Mark = 13s 4d) and was dedicated 
to St. John the Baptist. 

In 1233 the payment of 100lb of wax for the provision for the light of St. Andrew, Wells, should be 
paid from the church revenues and 50lb at the Passion of St Andrew so that the Treasurer might 
find a candle of competent size to burn upon the high Altar at every hour any office was celebrated 
in the choir day or night. Weston, a small village was usually in arrears so the Rector's barn was 
raided for wheat, barley and beans to the value of 2 marks. 

Edward lll mentioned the "the evil doing inhabitants of the villages of Weston, Uphill and 
Kewstoke" who were wicked enough to "take and appropriate" items of sea wreckage after such 
wrecks had been granted to the Bishop of Bath and Wells. Henry Vlll was against the Bishops 
holding so much property that he took away parks and manors including one in Banwell. 

The Black Death started in Somersetshire  in 1348 and it must be concluded that Weston, as it was 
known as, did not escape "this fearful pestilence". Bishop Ralph issued a Mandate to all Rectors of 
Churches and Vicars in the diocese to have "processions and Stations of the Cross so that 
parishioners might be deeply stirred and repent". The next year he issued a further Mandate 
concerning confession to those seized with the sickness and were in articulo mortis.(at the point of 
death) They may confess to laymen and "if necessary to a woman".    

In the 17th century, social meetings known as 'church-ales' were very popular and formed an 
important feature in the church-life. Their object was to raise money for church repairs, helping the 
poor and other charitable purposes. Some weeks prior to the to the time fixed for the feast, the 
churchwardens brewed a large quantity of strong ale. On the appointed day there was a general 
holiday and 'fun and frolic reigned supreme'. In 1699 Mr Richard Varman was churchwarden and 
he paid for the repair of the tower and '5 shillings for a bushell of malt and brewing of it'.  

In 1705 4 locks were purchased. One for the vestry door, three with keys for the coffer. One key for 
the minister and one each for the churchwardens so that a book could not be taken from the coffer 
by one without the presence of the others. 
  
In 1805 it was reported in the Gentleman's Magazine that the Vestry room "is furnished with 
benches on three sides with a large chest for the parish records etc. and answers the purpose of a 
table". The writer was "sorry to see the roof and windows in so bad a state of repair. The tiling had 
gone from some parts, exposed this venerable little consistory to the inclemency of the weather. 
The roof and chancel are also in a sad state of repair-one window on the north side of the chancel 
was much broken and where the glass was wanting its place supplied with bundles of hay". 

In 1824 the churchwardens resolved: "that the churchyard should be made level and to erect  a 
roundhouse, stocks, whipping post and pound in a field called "The Worthy"(Worthy Place/Lane?) 
given by J.H.S. Piggott, esq. for that purpose". They were a "place of security to keep safe all such 
as the constable finds to be night walkers, common drunkards and swearers that have no money 
and such like. Also petty thieves, strippers of hedges, robbers of hen roosts and light fingered 
persons who can let none of their masters, or mistresses, goods or 'cloathes lye' before them, also 
'wandring' rogues, gypsies and such as love begging better than labour". 



In 1837 the present chancel was erected by the Rector, Archdeacon Law at a cost of £1000. The 
east window was presented by Henry Law, Bishop of Bath and Wells. It is made of a miscellaneous 
collection of coloured glass. There are 5 square and 5 circular vignettes. They are thought to be 
13th century works.They are:- The Entry into Jerusalem; David taking a Lamb from the Lion's 
Mouth; The Last Supper; David playing the Harp before Saul; The Presentation in the Temple; 
David Decapitating Goliath; The Nativity of Our Lord; The Crucifixion; The Descent into Egypt; 
and David Slinging a Stone at Goliath. These vignettes are thought 13th century. 

Soon after 1828 it was found that people renting or owning pews in the nave or gallery were 
being bought and sold with houses to which they were alleged to be appurtenant and created a 
local scandal. In 1862, Bishop Auckland wrote to the churchwardens saying that he had been 
requested to see two adverts in the Weston Super Mare Gazette. One for the sale of 'Pew No. 72 
in the Parish Church' and another, 'to be let, a large sized pew in the gallery of the Parish Church' 
He said," If these advertisements are not hoaxes, I must beg of you-the Churchwardens-at once to 
forbid both the sale and letting of the pews" This letter caused a storm in the town and there were 
calls for reform of the system which eventually carried the day. 

1850 an organ from Brockley Hall was presented by Mrs. Ann Smyth-Pigott and placed in the west 
galley. It was first used for divine service on 24th March. 
1856 Churchyard closed for internments. 
1859 Weston had three policemen, two for day work and one for night. the lock up was a 
"pestilential black hole eight feet square". 
1871 Church repaired and improved. 
1878 High old pews removed. 
1883 Organ chamber built and organ reconstructed 
1889 South aisle built. 
1901 Frescoes painted on walls. 
1904 Chancel screen erected in memory of three late rectors.  

These morsels have been gleaned from Ernest E. Baker's book, 'Weston-Super-Mare Parish 



(Women’s) World Day of Prayer 

The service was held on Friday 1st. March at Corpus Christi 
Church one of many in the world and this year was compiled by 
Slovenia and the title was “Come Everything is Ready”. 
If you missed the opportunity to join us on this occasion, next 
year the service will be on Friday March 6th. 2020 and Zimbabwe 
will arrange the service “Rise! Take your Mat and Walk” it would 
be good to share our worship together. 
Thought you might be interested to hear a brief history. 

In the 19th. Century 
mission boards were 
mainly male, women in 
North America joined 
together to pray and work 
with women & children in 
different Christian 
denominations, this grew 
and spread to Canada on 
the first day of Lent. Mrs 

Grace Forgan brought the news back to Scotland in 1930, 
England in 1932, Wales in 1933, South & Northern Ireland in 
1935 & 1943. 
After the war the growth was dramatic by 1968 127 countries 
were  taking part. This is an inter denomination service and the 
first Friday of Lent is the date every year. 
Each year it starts on the International Dateline in Samoa early in 
the morning and travels around the World, a great wave of prayer 
sharing the same service following the sun. 
This year after a survey it was decided to drop the word “Women” 
from the title; but women will still arrange and plan the service 
and reach out to the call of prayer to the world. 
Hope to see you there next year, details to follow. 

Ann Manley 



“You are not obliged to say anything” #2 
The title is misleading because Spencer said that he would start off 
this series of parishioner profiles if I also did one - not entirely a 
voluntary confession! So, here goes… 

I was born in Pembury, Kent in 1961 but we soon moved to 
Chislehurst, also in Kent on the Greater London border.

I gained a scholarship to attend St. Dunstan’s College, 
Catford, London, where my father taught Craft, Games and 
Printing. My mother also taught, in Mottingham School for 
Girls. I was not particularly games minded, much to my 
father’s chagrin (he played rugby for Wales in the ATC in 1947 
- I still have his cap and jersey), though I did enjoy playing 
squash to quite a good standard. I was made House Captain 
and Deputy Head Boy (technically Head Boy for three days!), 
while I studied English, French and German for A levels.

I went to university at Exeter gaining bachelor and masters 
degrees in Law and becoming our Hall Social Secretary and 

President before being called to the Bar at the Inner Temple. I did my pupillage 
(apprenticeship) in London before being taken on in Chambers in Exeter where I remained 
for almost 20 years. I specialised in criminal law, latterly further specialising in regulatory 
and local authority work and computer crime, being one of the early prosecutors of cases 
involving child pornography. It was while at the Bar that I married Christine Treacy and we 
had two children Timothy and Harriet of whom I am very proud. We lived in Newton Abbot, 
South Devon.

As well as working I became very involved in the local Scout District and County

Scouting ending up as Deputy County Commissioner and receiving a Chief Scout’s 
Commendation for Service in 2002.

It was also while I was at the Bar that I felt called to ordained ministry, leaving work at the 
Bar to become a Magistrates Court Legal Adviser in Torquay while I underwent the 
discernment and training process. I trained at the South West Ministry Training Course, 
while I continued to work and study for my Bachelor of Theology degree. I served my title 
as curate to Fr. Henry Pryse at St. James’ in Exeter before being appointed to the role 
which was to become Rector of the Beacon Parishes Mission Community - the benefice of 
Ipplepen with Torbryan, Denbury and Broadhempston with Woodland - which I pioneered 
and worked hard to make a successful group of parishes. 

After only almost 4 years at the Beacon parishes Mission Community Chris and I moved to 
Weston-super-Mare… You know (most of) the rest of 
the story.




“You are not obliged to say anything” #1 
I was born in Sidcup, Kent, just before the beginning of the last war and I can still 'hear' the 
Doodlebugs go over before their engines cut out. 

My father was a police officer as was my great grandfather before him. I attended the local primary 
and secondary modern schools before going to Bromley Technical Institute. Recently I found out that 
the Rector and I both caught the same bus,(No. 227) to travel between Chislehurst and Bromley to 
go to school. Not at the same time obviously! It is still in service. 

I joined the choir of St John the Baptist, Sidcup at the age of 8. It was men and boys then. Our 
Choral Festivals were held in Rochester Cathedral. When my voice broke, I became a server and 
when old enough, joined the church youth club. Every bank holiday there was a Parish Hike which 
was good fun.  

After a short period as a trainee electrical engineer I was called up for National Service. I signed on 
for 3 years in the RAF police and trained as a dog handler. I joined the demonstration team and in 
1957 took part in the Edinburgh Royal Military Tattoo. I was then posted to RAF Colerne near Bath 
for a short period before being sent to Nicosia, Cyprus. This was at the time of EOKA terrorists, 
Archbishop Makarios and the 'Murder Mile'. Twice I had to take this route to the vet with my dog with 
an armed escort!  

My main posting was Tobruk and El Adem in Libya. I spent 2 years there. The roadside between the 
two was still littered with abandoned vehicles from the war 10 years earlier. Tobruk still had the scars 
of war and our task was to guard the large fuel installation in the harbour. El Adem had been an 
Italian military camp and airfield. Our task there was to patrol the radar site about a mile outside, and 
the airfield. We were armed at all times as our patrols were solo, at night, with only a field telephone 
to summon help if needed! 

I was demobbed in 1959 and joined the Metropolitan Police within months. I trained at Hendon and 
took part in lining the route for Princess Margaret's wedding. I was posted to King's Cross and later 
to Limehouse and the Isle of Dogs. I passed various driving courses and became an advanced 
driver. In those days, police cars were black with blue light on top, not the multi coloured ones of 
today I recently went with a friend to visit my old haunts and her father's old school which was on my 
beat. The station had closed and the well known Clerkenwell Magistrates Court next door was a 
'Drop-in' centre! The school had been converted into flats and was a 'gated community'. Permission 
was given to take photos!! 

I transferred to Weston-s-Mare in 1972 and became a 
Community Constable for the South Ward, visiting 
schools and setting up Neighbourhood Watch schemes. 
Near the end of my service I was appointed deputy to 
the Crime Prevention officer in North Somerset. I joined 
the church choir 1984, became warden, chairman of  
Church Hall committee (in the Boulevard) and am now 
on my second stint as Fabric Committee chairman. 
Whilst a warden, Church Fellowship and Church Watch 
were started. 

After retiring from the police I managed Victim Support in 
Weston and was supported by church members who 
became volunteers in this work. After finally retiring on a 
permanent basis I took up walking every week with U3A 
and now sing with Somerset Choral Society and Yatton 
and Winscombe Chorale.  

It's been an interesting life....so far! 

Spencer Macdonald 



Easter Gardens
One of St. 
John’s TWO 
Easter 
gardens - 
one inside 
and one in 
the porch. 
They both 
looked 
great. Thank 
you.

This one in Wells 
Cathedral - later, 
Martin Fowler gives us 
an account of Palm 
Sunday in Wales.



THE MAGIC BANK ACCOUNT 

  
THE AUTHOR IS NOT KNOWN.   IT WAS FOUND IN THE BILLFOLD OF COACH PAUL 
BEAR BRYANT, ALABAMA, AFTER HE DIED IN 1982.  
  
Imagine that you had won the Following *PRIZE* in a contest:  
Each morning your bank would deposit $86,400 In your private account  
for your use.....  
However, this prize has Rules: 
1. Everything that you didn't spend during each day would be taken away from you.  
2. You may not simply transfer money into some other account.  
3. You may only spend It.  
4. Each morning upon awakening, the bank opens your account with another $86,400 for 
that Day.  
5. The bank can end the game without warning; at any time, it can say, Game Over!” It 
can close the account and you will not receive a new one.  
What would you personally do?  
You would buy anything and everything you wanted right?  Not only for yourself, but for all 
the people you love and care for.  Even for people you don't know, because you couldn't 
possibly spend it all on yourself, right?  
You would try to spend every penny, and use it all, because you knew it would be 
replenished in the morning, right?  
ACTUALLY, This GAME is REAL..   Shocked ???  YES!  
Each of us is already a winner Of this *PRIZE*. We just can't seem to see it.  
The PRIZE is *TIME*  
  
1. Each morning we awaken to Receive 86,400 seconds as a gift of Life.  
2. And when we go to sleep at night, any remaining time is not credited to us .  
3. What we haven't used up that day is forever lost. 
4. Yesterday is forever gone.  
5. Each morning the account is refilled, but the bank can dissolve your account at any 
time WITHOUT WARNING...  
SO, what will YOU do with your 86,400 seconds?  
Those seconds are worth so much more than the same amount in dollars. Think about it 
and remember to enjoy every second of your life, because time races by so much quicker 
than you think.  
So take care of yourself, be Happy, love deeply and enjoy life!  
Here's wishing you a wonderful And beautiful day. Start spending....  
"DON'T COMPLAIN ABOUT GROWING OLD !” SOME PEOPLE DON'T GET THE 
PRIVILEGE! 



Finding the best in the world 
It’s Somerset day on Saturday, 11 May. It is an opportunity to profile some of 
the delights of our county and develop relationships across our 
communities. It is on this day that we remember Alfred (a failed ‘Bake Off’ 
contestant?) taking on the Vikings from the Somerset marshes and winning, 
thus spawning a ‘make Somerset great again’ moment. 

Now, don’t get me wrong this isn’t about us in Somerset trying to prove we 
are better than anyone else. We have seen plenty in recent days which has 
sought to divide rather than unite us as a country. Rather, this is an 
opportunity to value the uniqueness of some of our wonderful people, 
places and possibilities here in Somerset and across the diocese. I do hope 
you will join in! See www.somersetday.com for more details. 

And surely that is what the Church should be about too. Celebrating all that 
is good, joyful and abundant in us. It reminds me of those words from 
Philippians 4:8… 

‘Whatever is true, whatever is honourable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is 
any excellence and if there is anything worthy 
of praise, think about these things.’ 

It is so easy to get caught up with negatives, with 
the glass half empty syndrome, with stuff that brings 
us down rather than building us up. I wonder if we 
might make this month one where we encourage 
ourselves and others to find the best in the world 
and people around us. Live life in all its fullness! 
(John 10:10) 

The Right Revd Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton 

http://www.somersetday.com
http://www.somersetday.com


On	Palm	Sunday	Hilary	and	I	aAended	the	Parish	Communion	service	at	Llandaff	Cathedral	–	the	Anglican	
Cathedral	for	Cardiff	as	another	visit	on	our	ongoing	plan	to	take	Holy	Communion	in	every	Cathedral	in	
England	and	Wales.	We	had	been	to	the	RHS	Cardiff	Spring	Flower	show	the	day	before	and		enjoyed	the	
fine	weather	and	the	beauLful	displays	of	plants	and	cragsmanship.	We	had	also	explored	the	centre	of	
the	city	with	its	contrasLng	styles	of	winding	alleyways	and	a	massive	retail	complex.		So	we	had	slept	
well	and	the	fairly	early	start	needed	on	Sunday	morning	to	find	Llandaff	Cathedral	in	Lme	for	the	9.00am	
service	was	a	bit	of	a	struggle,	but	it	was	worth	it!		We	arrived	on	the	Cathedral	Close	just	as	the	
procession	from	the	Close	down	into	the	Cathedral	was	geong	under	way,	led	by	Basil	the	very	
handsome	donkey!	We	joined	the	hundred	or	more	members	of	the	congregaLon	who	processed	behind	
Basil,	(singing	of	course	“Ride	on	ride	on........”)	and	the	first	thing	that	struck	us	was	the	really	large	
number	of	young	children	in	the	procession.	Families,	who	clearly	were	part	of	the	regular	congregaLon	
and	made	the	whole	occasion	come	alive	with	their	singing,	skipping	and	the	chaAer	of	those	too	young	
to	read	the	words.	

When	we	were	all	inside	the	Cathedral,	joining	those	who	had	not	processed	behind	Basil,	and	the	service	
proper	was	under	way	it	was	wonderful	to	be	part	of	a	large	congregaLon	spanning	three,	probably	four	
generaLons,	all	worshipping		together		as	they	clearly	do	week	ager	week.		The	children	were	impeccably	
behaved	but	were	obviously	happy	being	there,	and	went	with	their	parents	to	the	communion	rail	to	
receive	a	blessing	as	a	very	natural	and	enjoyable	part	of	the	service.	It	was	truly	upliging.	

We	make	no	comparisons	between	this	service	at	Llandaff	and	our	own	worship	at	St	Johns.	The	
circumstances	of	the	two	churches	and	their	communiLes	are	totally	different.	It	was	just	so	enjoyable	
and	encouraging	to	see	so	many	young	people,	children	and	parents,	for	whom	worship	and	a	life	as	a	
part	of	the	ChrisLan	community	is	an	ongoing	and	important	part	of	their	lives.	That	must	give	us	all	
hope.	

From	Llandaff	we	went	a	short	distance	to	Dyffryn	House	and	Gardens,	a	NaLonal	Trust	property	with	an	
interesLng	house	but	beauLful	gardens,	coming	into	their	own	as	spring	takes	hold	and	the	borders	of	
daffodils,	tulips,	friLllary,	and	borders	of	magnolia	trees	were	a	wonderful	sight.	But	once	again	what	
especially	caught	our	aAenLon	was	the	number	–	a	large	number	–	of	families	with	young	children	
enjoying	the	space	and	interest	of	the	gardens,	the	fresh	air	and	each	others’	company.	For	a	few	hours	at	
least,	no	phones,	tablets,	earplugs	,	music	and	no	squabbling!	It	was	a	joy	to	be	part	of.	

That	Sunday	spent	in	Llandaff	and	Dyffryn	really	liged	our	spirits	and	led	us	to	thinking	that	despite	all	the	
things	that	are	difficult	in	our	lives	and	broken	in	our	
society	and	the	world,	there	is	sLll	so	much	that	is	
good,	and	joyful	and	to	be	thankful	for.			We	will	
conLnue	to	rant	and	rail	about	poliLcians,	big	
business,	selfishness,	destroying	the	planet,	the	list	
is	endless.	But	surely,	as	long	as	there	are	young	
people	sharing	in	the	life	of	God’s	family	and	
enjoying	the	simple	beauty	of	the	countryside	and	
the	company	of	their	family,	we	can	all	have	hope	
for	the	future	and	faith	in	God’s	love	for	us.		

MarLn	Fowler

Palm Sunday… in another place



Farewell	to	John	and	Bev!	
On	7th	May	we	said	farewell	to	John	and	Bev	Dickinson	who	have	been	a	part	of	
St.	John’s	for	many	years.	Rev.	Peter	asked	John	for	his	reflecLons…	

We	joined	St	John’s	in	Oct	2003.	At	the	Lme	we	were	living	in	a	caravan	in	Wick	
St	Lawrence,	waiLng	for	our	house	move	to	complete.	Our	first	service	was	a	
civic	service,	I	think	for	the	RAF	and	I	was	heard	(probably	by	a	lot	of	people!)	
belLng	out	Jerusalem	from	the	back	of	the	stalls	and	was	asked	if	I	wanted	to	
join	the	choir.	At	the	Lme	Rodney	Drew	was	Director	of	Music	and	the	choir	was	
almost	thirty	strong.	At	full	strength	we	spilled	out	of	the	vestry	down	the	
passage	to	the	back	door	for	robing.	It	wasn’t	a	difficult	decision	for	us	because	
that	was	something	we	were	looking	for.	We	always	wanted	to	find	a	church	
where	we	could	actually	contribute	something,	so	we	were	a	bit	unsure	at	first	
since	we	were	used	to	much	smaller	congregaLons	and	(to	us)	the	church	was	a	
bit	odd,	not	following	common	worship	or	rite	A,	but	rather	a	kind	of	unique	
Eucharist	of	its’	own.	Anyway	we	had	a	change	of	priest	and	a	change	of	
direcLon	back	to	more	familiar	territory	and	it	turned	out	that	despite	the	
numbers	there	was	plenty	to	do.	We	both	joined	the	PCC	in	2005	(it	would	have	
been	2004	but	the	priest	at	the	Lme	“lost”	our	applicaLon	to	get	onto	the	
electoral	roll).	With	the	excepLon	of	the	flower	guild	and	the	bell	ringers,	one	or	
other	of	us	has	served	at	some	point	on	virtually	every	sub-commiAee	in	the	
church.	I	became	church	warden	on	whatever	date	it	says	on	the	church	
warden’s	board	(about	8	or	9	years	ago	I	think),	Bev	took	over	as	Treasurer	from	
Pam	ToAle	about	9	years	ago,	changing	the	method	of	accounLng	from	accrual	
to	cashbook	(to	make	it	easier	for	anyone	following).	We	both	served	on	the	
worship	commiAee	for	its’	duraLon	and	Bev	designed	and	printed	all	of	the	
service	books	we	regularly	use,	and	most	of	the	ones	we	irregularly	use.	Most	
notably	this	group	conceived	and	enacted	the	current	seasonal	approach	to	
liturgy,	which	we	had	always	respected	in	terms	of	vestments	and	dressings,	
extending	this	to	seongs	and	tone	of	worship. 
	 
Bev	also	has	served	as	editor	of	the	magazine,	has	prepared	and	led	the	healing	
service	for	the	last	4	years	or	so	and	introduced	and	evolved	the	Maundy	
Thursday	“Pesach	to	Eucharist”	service.	I	think	I	am	right	in	saying	she	was	the	
first	female	crucifer	at	this	church	and	probably	also	the	first	bionic	one.



As	for	me,	I	have	always	tried	to	be	church	first	and	choir	second	though	I	do	love	
the	musical	tradiLon,	diminishing	though	it	may	now	be.	I	led	two	fund	raising	
campaigns,	led	worship	at	the	healing	service,	evensong	(I	sLll	have	copies	of	the	
map	of	the	Old	Testament	lands	as	Isaiah	would	have	known	them	in	the	vestry	if	
anyone	is	interested…)		and	a	couple	of	holy	week	meditaLon	services,	aAended	
by	three	people	and	a	bat	as	I	recall.	I	also	stapled	every	one	of	the	service	books	
we	regularly	and	irregularly	use,	and	rather	more	parish	magazines	than	I	care	to	
think	about.	No	wonder	my	shoulder	is	shot.	I	have	also	sung	in	various	ChrisLan	
Oratorios	(Oratoririi?)	in	this	church	and	in	united	choirs	hosted	by	the	URC. 
	 
Most	recently	I	served	with	Angela	on	the	SelecLon	panel	for	the	new	
incumbent.	I	think	we	got	it	right	by	the	way.	I	think	to	be	honest	we	have	done	
what	we	could	do	and	hopefully	what	we	were	called	to	do.	For	us	and	for	St	
John’s	we	have	to	conLnue	moving.	Nothing	is	wriAen	in	stone	(well,	possibly	
apart	from	that,	but	I	expect	the	Deuteronomist	applied	his	Tippex	there	as	well).	
Rebirth	and	regeneraLon	is	not	an	event,	it’s	a	process	(Jake	Rees-Mogg,	take	
note).	For	all	of	us,	the	process	conLnues.	Hopefully	the	fun	does	too.



‘How can you say, 'Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,' while you yourself fail to 
see the beam in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the beam out of your own eye, and 
then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.’ 

 Luke 6:42 

A university lecturer once started a lecture on youth work with the above verse and at the 
time I struggled to understand how it fitted within my work as an informal educator but most 
of the work we do are based on the principles of the work of Jesus. 

We all have a responsibility to help educate each other and the importance of helping 
people reflect in and on their behaviour is more important than ever within our current 
society.  

Our work with young people is based on four cornerstones (Education, Equal opportunities, 
Empowerment & Participation) and it is unique in the sense that young people are the 
creators of the service and not just consumers.  

This helps us to ensure that what we offer in regard to projects and activities are what 
young people are keen to participate in. For us as informal educators these projects and 
activities are the platform for us to support young people reflect on their behaviour to 
themselves and others. It is also where we help young people measure their own levels of 
social skills and personal growth. It is more impactful for someone to own and identify their 
learning and changes rather than an external source telling them that. 

The work we do at the YMCA is diverse and expansive. We offer apprenticeships for young 
people to learn trades through our hotels, nurseries, wedding venue and grounds team. 
The notion of supporting young people into employment and educating on expectations of 
effective work life is a key priority for us. 

We also work with young people before they get to this age. We offer youth provision in 
Weston, Worle, Wrington, Bleadon & Uphill. In an average week we will have around 14 
sessions that young people can attend which include activities such as filming, music 
creation, arts & sports. We also do a lot of themed work with young people about healthy 
relationships, online safety, impact of crime & anti-social behaviour, drug & substance use 
awareness and social responsibility. 

It is also important to us that those who are disadvantaged or excluded in society have the 
safe space to meet. We work with groups such as North Somerset Young Carers, Ups & 
Downs South West Youth Project (young people with Downs Syndrome), young people 
from a LGBT+ background, home educated young people and young asylum seekers 
through housing and support. 

We are committed to ensuring that young people are valued and given a safe and 
welcoming space to interact and have opportunities. We are also committed to young 
people being active and responsible members of their communities. We would be keen to 
work with St. John’s on projects that bring young people together with elders of the 
community, a much missed opportunity of young people being able to learn and show 
respect to those that have laid the foundations. 

Damien Erangey, Youth & Community Manager – North Somerset & Sedgemoor YMCA 

https://biblehub.com/luke/6-42.htm
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PASTORAL	CARE	
A	ChrisLan	community	will,	by	definiLon,	seek	to	be	welcoming	and	friendly,	and	to	be	
concerned	to	support	and	care	for	its	members	and	also	the	wider	community.	We	may	
not	always	succeed	as	well	as	we	might	like,	but	we	try.		Jesus	said	“You	shall	live	your	
neighbour	as	yourself”.	This	caring	for	others	has	come	to	be	described	as	Pastoral		Care.	
Quite	separate	from	ministry,	it	is	about	offering	a	helping	hand,	a	listening	ear,	some	
company	or	perhaps	a	lig	or	doing	some	shopping,	to	those	who	find	themselves	a	liAle	
isolated,	especially	in	Lmes	of	illness,	bereavement	or	other	difficult	circumstances.		This	
care	is	not	the	preserve	of	ordained	ministers	but	falls	very	much	into	the	realms	of	lay	
members	and	the	contribuLon	we	can	all	make	to	being	a	caring	and	welcoming	
community.	

At	St	Johns,	many	people	have	been	supporLng	others	as	a	natural	part	of	their	everyday	
life,	and	this	care	is	valued	and	appreciated	and	long	may	it	conLnue.	But	not	everyone	
who	would	appreciate	some	help	knows	who	to	ask,	and	those	already	caring	for	others	
cannot	keep	taking	on	more	and	more.	

So	under	the	guidance	and	supervision	of	Reverend	Peter,	a	Pastoral	Care	Team	has	been	
established	who	can	respond	to	new	requests	and	widen	the	scope	of	the	care	we	can	
give.	It	is	not	there	to	replace	the	valuable	care	already	given	by	individual	members	of	
the	congregaLon.	

The	team	is:	

Jenny	Richards	 	 	 	 	 MarLn	Fowler	
Spencer	MacDonald		 	 	 	 Sarah	EckeA	
Jill	Thorne	 	 	 	 	 	 Hilary	Fowler	
Judith	Somerton-Rees	

So	if	you	think	you	know	someone	who	would	value	a	visit,	a	lig	to	church,	or	someone	
who	needs	support	caring	for	someone	else,	please	let	either	Jenny	or	MarLn	know	and	
they	will	arrange	for	one	of	the	team	to	get	in	touch.		You	can	speak	to	Jenny	or	MarLn	at	
Church	or	contact	them	on	01934	623351(Jenny)	or	01934	625729	(MarLn)	or	by	email	at	
fowlplay47@gmail.com	(MarLn).	

“For	as	much	as	you	did	it	unto	one	of	these	my	children,	you	did	it	unto	me”	

mailto:fowlplay47@gmail.com
mailto:fowlplay47@gmail.com


XRWsM	
Some	may	be	aware	that	I	have	joined	the	Weston	branch	of	ExLncLon	Rebellion	(XR).	This	
organizaLon	is	trying	to	get	across	to	the	powers	that	be	that	there	is	a	Climate	Emergency.	
Climate	change	may	be	a	slow	process	but	the	rate	is	alarming,	every	new	piece	of	research	
shows	acceleraLon,	if	we	are	like	the	Gadarene	swine	halfway	down	the	slope	is	there	any	
hope	of	stopping?	Some	scienLsts	are	opLmisLc	that	IF	we	cut	carbon	emissions	quickly	then	
global	temperatures	can	be	kept	below	a	level	which	will	be	catastrophic	for	life	on	earth.	

Why	“rebellion?”	–	Non-violent	direct	acLon	is	the	chosen	method.	Causing	disrupLon,	
making	a	nuisance	of	ourselves	by	blocking	roads/bridges/airports	etc.		This	is	necessary	to	
stress	to	Governments	that	the	normal	pace	of	decision	making	is	not	good	enough.	Life	
cannot	just	go	on	in	the	way	that	we	have	been	used	to.	Our	children	and	grandchildren	will	
bear	the	brunt	of	what	is	happening	and	now	they	are	speaking	out,	going	on	strike	and	so	on.	

Climate	change	is	linked	to	other	issues,	first	of	all	to	the	gross	inequality	between	rich	and	
poor.	Both	within	countries	and	between	countries	the	gap	is	geong	wider,	not	narrowing.	
Secondly	to	populaLon	growth.	In	developed	countries	the	populaLon	has	stabilised	or	is	even	
falling,	but	in	developing	countries	where	much	poverty	sLll	exists	there	is	ballooning	
populaLon	growth,	and	this	in	turn	leads	to	migraLon.	A	large	populaLon	needs	more	land	for	
growing	food,	and	that	leads	to	deforestaLon	and	more	global	warming.	A	parallel	problem	is	
ecological	breakdown,	the	loss	of	biodiversity	and	a	potenLal	collapse	of	natural	ecosystems.	

In	such	a	depressing	scenario	does	the	ChrisLan	faith	have	any	bearing?	The	early	chapters	of	
Genesis	contain	two	tradiLons	woven	together,	the	first	with	the	theme	“Fill	the	earth	and	
subdue	it”	the	second	with	an	emphasis	on	“tend	the	garden	and	care	for	it.”	

In	evoluLonary	terms	each	species	is	the	result	of	a	long	struggle	for	survival.	Life	for	early	
mankind	is	no	excepLon	and	to	keep	the	species	going	was	a	challenge.	At	the	same	Lme	we	
are	seen	as	being	“created	out	of	dust”	and	there	is	the	need	to	respect	and	nurture	the	
environment	on	which	we	depend.	

The	history	of	God’s	people	contains,	especially	in	later	biblical	literature,	the	noLon	of	a	
remnant,	the	few	who	conLnue	even	ager	God’s	retribuLon,	refined	and	purified	by	the	
experience.	That	should	not	blind	us	to	the	implicit	idea	that	many	are	lost.	Before	the	
crucifixion	Jesus	wept	over	Jerusalem.	This	can	be	interpreted	as	prophecy,	but	a	shrewd	look	
at	the	poliLcs	of	the	Lme	might	have	suggested	the	same.	

Let	us	also	read	the	signs,	listen	to	what	is	happening	and	the	threats	facing	humankind.	Let	us	
pray	that	once	again	a	remnant	may	be	preserved,	but	that	will	not	happen	without	the	pain	
of	change.	ResurrecLon	is	preceded	by	suffering	and	death.	In	April	with	Holy	Week	and	Easter	
we	have	a	vivid	reminder	of	this.	

David	Agassiz	



Joe Beaumont - Tower Captain 

50 years of ringing - the statistics 

Started to learn to ring at Caversham, Berks   14.03.1969 

First Quarter peal of Grandsire Doubles                    1970 

First Full Peal                                                            5.11.1971 

Conducted first peal                                              21.4.1976 

Peals rung to date                                                          1535 

6 Bell peal                                                                  38 

8 Bell peal            946 

10 Bell peal                                                                 274 

12 Bell peal                                                               273 

14 Bell peal                                                                2 

Conducted                                                                  407    

   

Rung peals at 389 different towers with 1005 different people 

Rung a peal on every day of the year 

Rung the Alphabet to Surprise Major and also conducted the alphabet to Surprise 
Major 

Rung peals for 28 different societies with over 500 for the Bath & Wells DACR 

Rung 117 peals of methods rung for the first time 

Rung peals for: 

The Queen’s Silver Jubilee, Golden Jubilee and Diamond Jubilee 

The Queen and Prince Philip’s Diamond Wedding Anniversary 

Queen Mother’s 90th & 100th birthdays 

The Queen’s 80th & 90th birthdays 

Prince Charles and Diana’s Wedding 



Andee	said	you	wanted	me	to	give	details	
for	the	anniversary.	We	rang	the	peal	on	
the	day	-	March	14th	
It	was	Yorkshire	Surprise	Major.	
I	was	born	in	Herwordshire	in	1956	and	
Moved	to	Caversham	near	Reading	in	1962	
and	joined	the	cubs	when	I	was	about	8yrs	
unLl	about	11.	I	aAended	Bluecoat	School	
in	Sonning	on	Thames	from	1967	to	1972	
and	joined	the	Caversham	ringing	team	in	
1969	when	I	was	nearly	13.	
As	my	Grandfather	was	a	keen	ringer,	he	
had	already	encouraged	my	brother	to	ring	
so	it	didn’t	take	long	before	I	could	ring	
reasonably	competently.	
I	leg	school	in	1972	and	joined	the	TSB	
Bank	and	moved	with	the	bank	to	Weston-
super-Mare	in	1986	where	I	joined	the	St	
Johns	ringers.	I	became	tower	captain	in	
2005/6	when	David	Gay	who	was	tower	

captain	for	the	previous	50	years	stood	down.	
I	leg	the	TSB	Bank	in	1994	when	I	was	made	redundant	and	joined	TV	Licensing	
where	I	worked		for	17	years	and	was	made	redundant	again.	I	am	now	reLred.	I	
ogen	ring	peal	at	St	Johns,	Barrow	Gurney,	East	Huntspill	and	Winford	with	other	like	
minded	ringers	in	the	local	area.

Congratulations to Bill 
Jefford, our erstwhile 
Secretary and all-round 
good egg, who reached 
his 90th birthday in May. 
He joins a significant 
group of parishioners!



Land Ahoy! 
The RNLI 

practising for 
their 

dedication 
service at St. 

John’s

Cover picture
Taken on a typically 
beautiful day (in February) I 
like to think that this picture 
of two aeroplane trails 
crossing could be entitled 
either “Love is in the air” or 
“Love from Weston”. 

If you have a good quality 
picture you’d like to see on 
the cover, email it to the 
Rector.



May 5th – Easter 3 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

May 12th – Easter 4 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

May 19th – Easter 5 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

May 26th – Easter 6 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

May 30th – Ascension Day 
11.00am CW Holy Communion

7.00pm Ascension Communion


June 2nd –  Easter 7 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

June 9th - Pentecost 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

Subject to change


June 16th – Trinity Sunday 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

June 23rd - St. John the 
Baptist - WHITE 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 

June 30th – Trinity 2 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm Songs of Praise 

July 7th – Trinity 3 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

July 14th – Trinity 4 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

July 21st  – Trinity 5 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

July 28th – Trinity 6 
8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am CW Holy Communion 
6.30pm BCP Evensong 

Services





A HYMN FOR GARDENERS 

All things bright and beautiful 
All creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful 
The Lord God made them all. 

But what He never mentions 
Though gardeners know it’s 
true,  
Is when he made the goodies 
He made the baddies too! 

All things spray and swattable 
Diseases great and small, 
All things paraquatable, the 
Lord God made them all. 

The greenfly on the roses,  
The maggots on the peas, 
Manure that fills our noses  
He also gave us these. 
All things spray and 
swattable…… 

The fungus on the goosegogs, 
The clubroot on the greens, 
The slugs that eat the lettuce 
And chew the aubergines. 
All things spray and 
swattable…… 

The drought that kills the 
fuchsias, 
The frost that nips the buds, 
The rain that drowns the 
seedlings, 
The blight that hits the spuds. 

All things spray and 
swattable….. 

The midges and mosquitoes, 
The nettles and the weeds, 
The pigeons on the green 
stuff, 
The sparrows in the seeds. 
All things spray and 
swattable….. 

The fly that gets the carrots,  
The wasps that eat the plums, 
How black the gardener’s 
outlook 
Though green may be his 
thumbs. 
All things spray and 
swattable…. 

But still we gardeners labour, 
Midst vegetables and flowers, 
And pray that what hits our 
neighbours 
Will somehow pass by ours! 
All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful, 



                                   St. John’s Flower Guild 

Do you wonder how flowers appear every week to beautify our church? 
A small band of enthusiastic ladies take turns and most times pay for the 
flowers from their own pockets. At festivals we put out a plea for monies 
in memory of a loved one to the congregation; and we also have a 
fundraising effort when needed. 

Thank you all for continuing to support us; if you would like to remember 
us when anniversaries come we can arrange flowers to order and place 
them at the alter with a card in memory if appropriate. 

Did you enjoy the daffodils in the churchyard this spring?  
It’s a few years since they were planted. We would like to plant a few 
more in the autumn; so if you would like to join us or donate a few bulbs 
please let Zena know. 

A new group? 

Coming together, sharing, helps us to grow in friendship and community. 
We have the fellowship gathering expanding our knowledge, the 
Wednesday lunch enjoying food together and the charity coffee mornings 
reaching outwards. 

Chatting together at a meeting we wondered if we could start a new 
gathering to bring our talents together to produce goods to sell at our fetes 
and fairs. 
Looking around our congregation there is a wealth of talent and interests, 
could we share our ideas and thoughts for the benefit of each other and the 
wider world. 
If you are interested or have an input please contact me in church or call 
me on 01934 622152, Ann Manley. 

Submissions for the next magazine 
Please send to the Rector by 20th July.


Thank you! 



The Parish Church of St. John the Baptist

Charity Coffee Morning

Second Saturday each month 10-12.00

Charity coffee mornings restart in June



The Baptism of Logan Dallas



Time to Pray
I got up early one morning

and rushed right into the day;
I had so much to accomplish
that I didn't have time to pray.

Problems just tumbled about me,
and heavier came each task.

"Why doesn't God help me?" I wondered.
He answered, "You didn't ask."
I wanted to see joy and beauty, 

but the day toiled on, grey and bleak;
I wondered why God didn't show me.

He said, "But you didn't seek."
I tried to come into God's presence;

I used all my keys at the lock.
God gently and lovingly chided,
"My child, you didn't knock."
I woke up early this morning,

and paused before entering the day;
I had so much to accomplish
that I had to take time to pray.

Author unknown



Everyday Faith 
Setting God’s People Free 

Our faith is not only for Sundays! We are in church for an hour on Sundays but live out our 
Christian Faith during the week with all our encounters and activities. On Sundays we celebrate 
what has happened during the week but how can we shine as lights in a world where many 
people do not believe, and enrich our daily encounters by living and telling the story of Jesus? 
  
To help reflect on this question, on a bright spring day in February hundreds of people from 
across the Bath Archdeaconry climbed up a steep hill for about a mile to St Luke’s Church. 
Clergy and laity from churches in our region gathered to reflect on this very question through 
bible study, discussion, and prayer. 

Dr Nick Shepherd, Programme Director for “Setting God’s People Free” ,  
an initiative of the Archbishop’s Council was the guest speaker, and introduced the concept of 
“seven small shifts”. The idea is if we make small shifts in what we do in Church it will lead to a 
big difference in our everyday lives as Christians.  

Seven Small Shifts 
1. Be Curious and ask different questions about people’s daily lives and experience. 
2. Visit people where they spend their time during the week 
3. Pray for people’s everyday lives when we worship together 
4. Ask someone about “This Time Tomorrow” during a service 
5. Make sure noticeboards aren’t just about church things 
6. Commission people for their work and life beyond church 
7. Connect preaching clearly to how we live everyday 

I was most taken with the idea of “What are you doing this time tomorrow?” (TTT) This is an 
interview with someone in the congregation during a service, for a couple of minutes, about 
where they will be “this time tomorrow”. It’s a chance to learn more about one another and learn 
where they will be, what are the challenges, the opportunities and what people can pray for. And 
then committing to remembering and praying for them the following day. 

For more information and to keep up-to-date with SGPF resources go to https://
www.churchofengland.org/SGPF where you will be able to sign up to the mailing list. 

Revd Julie  

https://www.churchofengland.org/SGPF
https://www.churchofengland.org/SGPF
https://www.churchofengland.org/SGPF
https://www.churchofengland.org/SGPF




The Mayor’s Charity Evening at St. Paul’s



Taizé Prayer  
In The Vicars Close  

Chapel 
 

All are invited to a meditative  

service of chants and prayers taken from 
the worship of the Taizé community. 

Service begins at 7pm 

Song practice from 6pm 

1st Thursday of every month. 





A blast from the past!

Watch this space for 
more profiles of the 

congregation.








