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A time to ‘Love our neighbours as ourselves’ 
 
I wonder - are you someone who gets everything ready long before you need to; jobs done well before 
time; and someone who is never late for anything? Or are you someone who leaves things to the last 
minute; works right up to the deadline; and catches the bus or train with moments to spare? Or maybe you 
are somewhere in the middle? 
 
One of the things that Bishop Ruth and I enjoy doing is writing these articles each month for parish 
magazines and newsletters. It gives us a chance to keep in touch with people across the diocese and to 
share the things that are in our hearts and minds as the year unfolds. The only drawback is that we have to 
write these articles well in advance, so that they reach magazine editors and church administrators in good 
time. The problem is of course that things may change in all sorts of ways between us writing them and you 
reading them. I am particularly conscious of that this month, as we are in the midst of the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Things are changing very fast and it is hard to know what the next few weeks will bring. That 
inevitably brings with it a certain degree of uncertainty and some us, especially those who are isolated and 
cut off, may be feeling anxious for ourselves or for others.  
 
My hope throughout this time of ‘lockdown’ is that although some of us may have felt physically isolated 
from each other, that we have not felt socially or spiritually isolated. Indeed, I have been truly amazed and 
encouraged by all the stories I have heard of people caring for each other, phoning each other and going 
shopping for those who cannot get out to buy the food they need. At this stage none of us knows quite 
how and when this virus will eventually be brought under control. However, I do hope that when we get to 
the stage that restrictions can be safely lifted and we begin to go out and shop as we did before, that things 
will be different. Many of us have had difficulty buying the food we wanted. Some of us have had to rely on 
others for our daily needs. We have had to learn new ways to pray and keep in touch with others in our 
churches and communities. We have had to trust, hope, and look out for our neighbours, especially those 
who are particularly vulnerable. We have been humbled by the courage and dedication of those who work 
in the NHS and care homes and all who as ‘key workers’ have worked tirelessly to look after and provide for 
us.  
 
Jesus taught us to ‘Love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul, and with all our mind’ and ‘to 
love our neighbours as ourselves’.  My hope and prayer is that as we emerge from this pandemic that we 
and our communities may be a more compassionate, more generous, more grateful. And may we all have 
discovered what it is to know in a deeper way the peace and the presence of God. 
 
May the peace and the joy of the Risen Lord be with you 
 
Bishop Peter 

 


