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Dear Friends, 

This comes to you in a very quiet Holy Week - not what we are used to at all.  

Traditionally in this Diocese clergy meet in the Cathedral for the Chrism service where new 
oils are blessed and we all renew our ordination vows. Well, this morning, we renewed our 
ordination vows online using Zoom. Can you spot some familiar faces? 

I am conscious that these 
newsletters could become 
rather dull if all I do is remind 
you of stuff and send the pew 
leaflet so can I ask - PLEASE let 
me have your contributions, 
messages, jokes, photos for me 
to include. 

Would it help to have a Thought 
for the Week, maybe a brief 
reflection on the Gospel for the 
Sunday? Should these 
newsletters be fortnightly? Let 
me know. 

Back to the thorny subject of finance - sorry but it 
affects us all. Many of our outgoings are regular and 
cannot be avoided. Some have had to be stopped. I 
am sure you are all saving up your giving for when we 
meet again and I am very grateful for that. But we 
don’t know when that will be. To ease the strain, for 
those who give by envelope, would you please 
consider setting up a standing order so that the cash 
flow improves.  

Our bank details are as follows: 
Sort code: 60:23:32 
Account: 54098351 

Happy Easter. Stay safe and well. 
In His name, 
Rev. Peter     PTO 



If you like Jesus Christ Superstar, the arena show is free to watch on YouTube 7pm on Friday 
and for 48 hours after that. I’ve seen it and it’s a brilliant all-star version of the famous film. 
What better viewing for Good Friday. www.youtube.com and search for Jesus Christ 
Superstar or “the shows must go on”. There’s a free show every week.  

Mental health is a hot topic nowadays, quite rightly. All too often a person smiles outwardly 
when inside they are hurting or crying. The “It’s OK to say” campaign - you might have seen 
the black dog logo on the church door - encourages us to recognise that there is no shame 
in not coping and that it’s OK to talk about it. www.actionforhappiness is another resource 
which helps you simply go from day to day. And if you just need to talk you know where I 
am, it is completely confidential, and I will understand. 

From the Diocesan Wellbeing Advisor, Sally Walters: 
The transforming power of Jesus in troubled times 
  
In recent weeks, we have collectively grown closer to understanding the impact of sickness and 
suffering in our lives, families and communities.  In addition, we have our own experiences of 
sickness and sadness other than the tragedy of the Covid-19 virus.  As Christians, we know with 
assurance that Jesus brings resurrection despite our despair.  It is natural to experience struggle in 
our human fragility through terrible affliction, and it is important to acknowledge our own grief and 
pain. 
  
When we pray with others, we bring our authentic selves, the strong and fragile, faithful and lacking 
sides together, fixing our eyes on Jesus who is the name above all names. We are used in our 
humility by Him for the restoration of health and wholeness.  Paradoxically our human weakness 
qualifies us to be used as channels for God’s healing.  The cost of coming alongside others can ‘take 
it out of us’.  We therefore have serious responsibility to look after our health, physically, 
psychologically and replenish spiritually. 
  
It is with focus on Jesus’s power that I bring your attention to the story of the woman who suffered 
for twelve years with a haemorrhage, exhausted from all hope of healing.  This bleeding caused 
physical weakness, made her ritually unclean and her life was emptying away from her.  There was 
no National Health Service in those days, or blood transfusions.  The woman was wanting a cure and 
had heard about Jesus the miracle worker.   She crept up behind Jesus but dared not touch him 
because she believed she might make Him unclean.  However, then she does dare to touch the 
edge of his cloak.  Jesus instantly knew and said, ‘Someone did touch me; I know that power has 
gone out from me.’   Jesus felt her touch and His healing power flowed into her.  He felt power leave 
him and yet he also knew well how to resource himself. 
  
For those of us who feel called to love through Jesus’s healing ministry, we too may feel energy go 
out of us as we undertake His work.  It is therefore essential to be able to ‘touch Jesus’ cloak’ 
ourselves and to know his power will flow into us too, as well as those we pray for.   It is a necessary 
two-way experience for giver and recipient for ongoing healing and transformation.  In this current 
world crisis, we are learning that we are all equal, learning about our transgressions and finding 
ways of helping each other.  Isn’t it unifying that, even though socially distanced, we seem so 
connected and we all earnestly and desperately seek healing and restoration?  As Christians who 
seek God’s power to ‘put us right’, ‘touching His cloak’, will aid us to walk with someone else towards 
their fullness of health.   However, in our willingness to surrender, in the power of His resurrection we 
offer ourselves in meekness to his mercy and healing. 
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