
Coronavirus/Covid-19 News 
Edition 7 -   2nd May 2020

Dear Friends, 

It’s amazing that this is our 7th newsletter. Not all of you will have received them all I am 
afraid because of the cost of postage but many of you have been good enough to pass on 
stuff they have received by email. This is the last weekly newsletter - it is being posted to 
those without email - and so I have included all of May’s reading sheets. Who knows 
whether I will have to send June’s out later. So, newsletters will be monthly, sent out at the 
end of the month with reading sheets if necessary. Answers to the quiz next month. 

Thanks to those who have contributed material to cheer us all up - it’s hard when you don’t 
even know what day of the week it is, I know. 

I want you to know that what you are doing is right and a model of Christian love. Staying at 
home is a real discipline and sacrifice but caring for others is central to our faith. I get out 
and about a bit more than many of you and not everyone is being so considerate. My 
prayers are for your steadfastness and service. 

Have a good May. Stay safe and well. Rev. Peter x 

We	fell	asleep	in	one	world,	and	woke	up	in	
another.	

Suddenly	Disney	is	out	of	magic,	
Paris	is	no	longer	roman<c,	
New	York	doesn't	stand	up	anymore,	
the	Chinese	wall	is	no	longer	a	fortress,	and	
Mecca	is	empty.	

Hugs	&	kisses	suddenly	become	weapons,	
and	not	visi<ng	parents	&	friends	becomes	an	
act	of	love.	

Suddenly	you	realise	that	power,	beauty	&	
money	are	worthless,	and	can't	get	you	the	
oxygen	you're	figh<ng	for.	

The	world	con<nues	its	life	and	it	is	beau<ful.	
It	only	puts	humans	in	cages.	I	think	it's	
sending	us	a	message:	

"You	are	not	necessary.	The	air,	earth,	water	
and	sky	without	you	are	fine.	When	you	
come	back,	remember	that	you	are	my	
guests.	Not	my	masters."

I have no idea who wrote that but it 
seemed appropriate. 

Included in this mailing is the Diocesan 
prayer calendar which will give you some 
ideas for prayer during May. 

A prayer for all those affected by 
coronavirus 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 
be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us 
from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen.



 

Enid Sheldrake submits the following; 

"A mother was preparing pancakes for her 
sons Kevin 5  and Ryan 3.  The boys began 
to argue over who would get the first 
pancake.  Their mother saw the opportunity 
for a a moral lesson.  If Jesus was sitting 
here, he would say; 'Let my brother have 
the first pancake.  I can wait.'  Kevin turned 
to his younger brother and said, 'Ryan, you 
be Jesus.' 

By way of light relief for you I attach a 
photograph of Billy Graham, our cat, self 
isolating.  

Do share your thoughts and photos - we 
know a lot is happening out there! 

Questions on Religions - from David Ray 

1.Which country has the largest number of 
Roman Catholics ? 
2.Which religion is based on the teaching 
of Siddhartha Gautama ? 
3.Which Church was founded by Mary 
Baker Eddy in the USA in 1879 ? 
4.In which religion are Shiva and Vishnu 
major Gods ? 
5.Which Christian group deny the idea of 
the Trinity ? 
6.Said to be the tunic worn by the Virgin 
Mary at Christ's birth, the Sancta Camisa is 
a relic in which French cathedral ? 
7.According to Deuteronomy, who was 
shown the Promised Land from the top of 
Mount Nebo and told : “I have caused 
thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou 
shalt not go over thither”? 
8.Which country has the largest Orthodox 
Church ? 
9.According to the US historian Eric H. 
Cline, which Middle Eastern city has been 
destroyed at least twice, placed under 
siege 23 times, been attacked another 52 
times and been captured and recaptured 
44 times ? 
10.Who is the patron saint of accountants ? 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John or Francis. 
11.In the Bible, how old was Noah ? 42, 59, 
380, 590, 950. 
12.How many books are in the New 
Testament ? 
13.What is the third book of the Old 
Testament ? 
14.Dismas was one of the two thieves 
crucified alongside Jesus. Who was the 
other ? 
15.What animal is mentioned most 
frequently in the Bible ? 
16.Who was the father of the apostles 
James the Great and John ? 
17.Pope John Paul II was bishop of which 
Polish city ? 
18.What order of monks are known as 
Black Monks ? 
19.Which Archbishop of Canterbury 
compiled the Book of Common Prayer ? 
20.St. Boniface is the patron saint of which 



Easter in Lockdown. 

Remembering Easter’s of long ago days, 
Sun newly glistening, nature newly green. 
Family get togethers, love all around! 
Flower filled churches and glorious sound, 
Resurrection message given and 
proclaimed, 
Smiling happiness as eggs consumed. 
But in 2020 most has changed! 

Now nearly everyone stays home and 
obeys! 
No revving of engines in M 5 queues. 
No people around to work, rest and play. 
No ice cream, beer, candy floss sellers, 
Or fish and chip outlets in Weston today! 

We must all stay home in order to save us. 
 In quietness getting familiar, days similar. 
Neighbours give each other a greeting 
good day! 
Radios sending prayer through the ether, 
Helpfully bringing some normality back! 

However. Archbishop Justin celebrates 
Mass in his kitchen! 
Pope Francis addresses the world from 
inside! 
The hymns are the same with the aid of 
technology, 
Words relay the same message, but 
different times, 
Different ways! 

There is HOPE for the world if we just learn 
and obey. 
Stay in, save us all and we’ll be o.k. 

The future is ours,  if we want to grow, 
To shape a new world having beaten the 
foe! 
Be brave, be thoughtful, and pray every day 
through, 
This is the message, take note all of you.

FROM MARY MORGAN 

We are using the Morning and 
Evening service from Canterbury, 
and joining the Sunday service 
from Christchurch locally. 
We even joined Easthampstead, a 
friend’s former church! 
Facebook has provided such a 
variety, and we were able to 
“attend” Bangor Cathedral on 
Easter Sunday. The last time we 
were there was for our 
goddaughter’s Baptism, and we 
were due to visit it again for her 
wedding in mid-May. 

LISTENING CHAPLAINCY PHONELINE Serving 
Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire

We are a faith-based service offering chaplaincy 
support for people of all faiths and none in times of 
emergency

Are you recently bereaved or concerned about end 
of life issues?

Are you a key worker overwhelmed by what you are 
facing or dealing with at work? Are you worried 
about someone who is seriously ill, especially if you 
can’t visit them? Are you anxious about the effect 
that the COVID 19 crisis is having on your life? 
Maybe you would just like someone from the faith 
communities to talk to.

Call 0330 229 1700 ● 8am-11pm ● 7 days a week 
CARING and CONFIDENTIAL



With all the churches being closed during 
lockdown, an eager young curate decided 
to volunteer at his local zoo, after all the 
animals still have to be looked after don't 
they? 
On his first day he was given the task of 
clearing the leaves and rubbish out of the 
Ornamental Fish pond. As he started to do 
this, the fish leapt out of the water and 
started to attack him (they were piranhas), in 
his panic he grabbed a nearby shovel and 
began to beat them off. He then realised in 
horror that he'd killed these valuable fish, 
maybe he could hide the evidence? Close 
by was the Lion's Den, quickly using the 
shovel, he scooped up the dead fish and 
threw them over the wall into the Lion's 
enclosure. Phew! The next task was cleaning 
out the Chimps area, this was going quite 
well, until one of the Chimps attacked him 
and then so did it's mate. Using the 
aforementioned shovel he started to beat 
the chimps off and this resulted in him 
killing both of them! Again he looked 
around for a way of disposing of the bodies 
and decided to do what he'd done with the 
fish and feed the chimps to the lions. His 
final task, before going home, was to collect 
honey from the Zoo's bees, that should be 
easy shouldn't it? So off he went in his 
beekeeper outfit, over to the hives and 
began to remove the trays of honey. 
Suddenly and without warning the bees 
started to swarm, they got very angry and 
started to sting him, ouch! In desperation he 
ran over to where he'd left the shovel and 
started to beat the bees to a pulp, 
eventually there were no bees left, they 
were all dead. Quickly before anyone could 
find out he shovelled up the dead bees and 
tossed them into the lion's den as before. 
The next day a new lion arrived at the zoo, 
being very polite (as lions usually are) he 
introduced himself and enquired of the 
other lions what the food was like at the zoo. 
Well, replied one of the other lions, usually 
very boring but yesterday we had fish, 
chimps and mushy bees!

Reflec<on	for	Sunday	May	3rd	2020	
John	10:	1-	10	-	Bishop	Ruth	

At	our	local	garage	shop	there’s	a	
no<ce	at	the	door	explaining	how	we	
should	now	do	our	purchasing.	
There’s	instruc<on	about	safe	
distancing,	the	one-way	route	
marked	by	tape	on	the	floor	and	the	
numbers	allowed	in	at	any	one	<me.	
It	is	all	there	to	protect	our	safety	
and	that	of	those	serving	us.	

The	Gospel	of	John	tells	us	the	story	
of	Jesus	the	Good	Shepherd	of	the	
sheep	and	our	reading	this	week	lays	
out	the	ground	for	that	story.	Jesus	
speaks	of	Himself	not	just	as	
shepherd	but	also	as	the	gate	to	the	
sheepfold.	Gates	work	in	two	ways,	
as	way	in	and	way	out.	

In	this	passage	we	hear	of	how	Jesus	
protects	His	sheep	by	keeping	them	
safely	penned	in,	shut	into	a	place	
that	protects	them	from	the	harm	
and	danger	of	being	stolen	or	lost.	
You	will	recognise	the	similarity	of	
how	that	image	is	being	played	out	
in	our	current	situa<on.	We	are	
finding	ourselves	in	lockdown,	shut	
in	our	own	homes	for	our	safety,	
restricted	in	our	movements	as	we	
enter	shops,	medical	centres	and	
workplaces,	the	entrances	and	exits	
monitored	for	our	safekeeping.	

PTO



In	this	period	of	restric<on	of	movement,	restric<on	of	physical	contact	with	
others,	restric<on	of	worshipping	together	and	a	host	of	other	limita<ons,	we	
might	reflect	on	how	our	lives	can	become	isolated,	with	the	consequence	that	
we	become	lonely,	lacking	that	most	precious	need	of	human	company.	Some	of	
our	freedoms	have	been	stolen	from	us	by	this	pandemic	and	we	have	to	cope	
for	a	season	with	a	different	and	less	wholesome	life.	For	those	penned	in	by	
the	physical	walls	of	their	dwelling,	some	with	lively	children,	some	caring	for	
their	elderly	parents,	some	with	the	worry	of	rela<ves	who	are	unwell,	the	
pressures	can	be	immense.	

But	a	gate	works	both	ways.	And	Jesus	speaks	about	how	He	is	both	the	route	
in...	to	safety	and	salva<on,	and	the	route	out...	to	‘find	pasture’	and	find	‘life	in	
all	its	fulness’.	

Our	one	possibility	for	exercise	each	day	can	feel	like	a	new	freedom,	where	the	
door	is	thrown	open	to	allow	us	access	to	the	great	wide	world.	Even	the	
opportunity	of	standing	on	our	thresholds	to	‘clap	our	carers’	each	Thursday	
feels	like	a	door	opening	on	to	new	adventures,	fresh	pasture.	We	are	
discovering	neighbours	we	never	knew	we	had!	

At	the	moment,	life	probably	feels,	for	most	of	us,	far	from	the	abundance	
spoken	of	by	Jesus.	The	word	used	here	means	a	super	abundance,	an	
uncontainable	‘wildness’,	far	from	the	restraint	we	are	called	upon	to	exercise	in	
our	limited	journeying.	Unable	to	wander	on	walks	or	travel	distances	to	visit	
family	and	friends,	we	may	only	dream	of	what	‘living	life	to	the	full’	might	look	
like	in	the	future.	Some	of	us	may	be	fearful	about	peering	beyond	the	
threshold	of	our	homes	at	all	and	we	struggle	to	see	a	<me	when	the	lockdown	
will	be	liaed	and	life	can	return	to	normal.	Many	are	talking	about	what	
‘normal’	will	look	like	in	the	

future.	Will	we	ever	return	to	what	was?	What	will	it	take	for	us	to	move	out	
from	the	safety	of	our	homes	into	the	‘new	normal’?	

Jesus	speaks	of	the	Shepherd	who	calls	his	sheep	by	name	and	leads	them	out	
to	pastures	that	will	cause	them	to	grow	and	flourish.	He	is	known	by	his	voice.	
The	sheep	hear	and	respond	because	they	recognise	this	is	someone	they	know	
and	who	knows	them.	

This	Sunday	marks	Voca<ons	Sunday.	It’s	a	day	when	we	encourage	people	to	
think	about	what	hearing	God’s	voice	might	mean.	A	voca<on	is	a	sense	of	‘call’,	
responding	to	an	inner	voice,	seeking	purpose	and	meaning,	resul<ng	in	
personal	growth	and	development,	and	finding	that	fulfilled	in	a	par<cular	job	
or	task.	Oaen	we	hear	‘voca<on’	most	frequently	expressed	as	a	call	to	



ordina<on	however	I	believe	God	calls	us	to	a	whole	variety	of	roles	needed	for	
the	world	and	Church	to	func<on	fully.	

Listening	to	the	voice	of	God	is	about	finding	the	fulfilment	of	our	own	deepest	
desires	as	we	‘delight’	in	Him	and	He	in	us	(Psalm	37:4,	23).	I	wonder	how	you	
are	finding	this	<me	of	being	penned	in	giving	you	space	to	listen	to	God’s	great	
delight	in	you?	Are	you	discerning	His	call	to	you?	Don’t	forget	that	you	can	be	
in	touch	with	Sue	Rose	and	her	Voca<ons	team	through	phone	or	email	to	talk	
more	about	what	God	might	be	saying	to	you.	

Last	Friday	I	was	able	to	take	part	in	a	Zoom	conversa<on	with	some	of	our	
Church	school	Headteachers.	Just	as	we	have	appreciated	our	health	workers	as	
showing	huge	commitment	to	their	voca<on	we	have	seen	in	our	teachers	a	
similar	commitment	to	care.	During	the	lockdown	and	over	the	Easter	break	and	
weekends	we	have	seen	our	schools	remain	open	to	families	of	key	workers	and	
vulnerable	children.	They’ve	gone	beyond	the	‘call	of	duty’	to	ensure	that	
families	have	been	fed,	they’ve	encouraged	local	and	na<onal	leaders	through	
their	cards	and	messages,	and	they’ve	even	provided	PPE	equipment	through	
their	knowledge	of	technology.	

The	na<onal	vision	for	Church	school	educa<on	is	to	be	found	in	these	words	
from	John	10:10.	It’s	a	desire	that	our	children	should	know	life	in	all	its	fulness,	
not	merely	be	educated	through	knowledge	but	to	discover	wisdom,	hope,	
aspira<on,	dignity,	respect,	as	well	as	learning	to	live	well	together.	From	what	I	
am	hearing	from	conversa<ons,	our	children	are	finding	that	although	life	is	
restricted	in	many	ways,	they	are	also	learning	new	skills	and	finding	life	
opening	up	in	new	ways.	Our	schoolteachers	are	seeking	to	ensure	that	is	
possible	for	all	our	children	and	not	just	the	privileged	few.	

Learning	about	God’s	world	with	wisdom	and	skills;	finding	hope	and	the	
promise	of	a	beker	life;	reaching	out	to	others	and	caring	for	ourselves;	finding	
a	dignity	which	respects	others’	values	–	these	akributes	begin	to	depict	what	a	
world	full	of	life	might	look	like.	

We	are	penned	in	at	the	moment,	rightly	so,	to	protect	our	lifeline	workers.	But	
this	will	not	last	forever.	Spring	will	come	and	we	shall	emerge	and	I	suspect	
that	we	shall	be	much	more	aware	and	apprecia<ve	of	our	freedoms,	and	I	pray	
we	shall	experience	a	greater	fullness	of	life	in	the	one	who	died	and	rose	from	
the	grave,	for	not	even	death	could	lock	him	down.	

Ques<ons	to	Ponder	

What	will	the	‘new	normal’	look	like?	How	might	this	be	life	in	all	its	fullness?	


