
Page 1 of 5 
 

 
 
 

Thy Kingdom Come 
 
Welcome  Bishop Peter 
 
 Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that invites Christians around 
 the world to pray between Ascension Day and Pentecost for more people to 
 come to know Jesus.  So we join together today to pray for people to come to 
 know the love, hope and peace found in Christ, which is at the heart of Thy 
 Kingdom Come. And this year, more than ever, because  of the suffering and 
 fear around the world and in our own communities caused by the Corona 
 virus, we need to pray for others; we also long for the renewing power of the 
 promised Holy Spirit; and we commit ourselves afresh to proclaiming the 
 good news of God's kingdom of love, healing and  wholeness. 
 
 
Prayer    Bishop Ruth 
  
 Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, 
           and renew the face of your creation; 
 for all creation waits with eager longing 
 Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your people; 
 that through our prayers, and in our lives, 
 your Kingdom may come, 
 and your love and care for all may be made known. Amen 
 
 
 Reading    Waiting with eager longing:   verses from Romans ch. 8 
 
 The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin 
 and of death for all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 
 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
 received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit 
 bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, 
 then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with 
 him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
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 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 
 with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager 
 longing for the revealing of the children of God. 
 
 Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray 
 as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And 
 God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because 
 the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
 
Reflection   Bishop Peter 
 
Responses  
 
 As we wait in silence, 
 make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
 
 as we listen to your word, 
 make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
 
 as we worship you in majesty, 
 make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
 
 as we long for your refreshing, 
 make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
 
 as we long for your renewing 
 make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
 
 as we long for your equipping, 
 make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
 
 as we long for your empowering: 
 make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
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The lighting of the flame and act of commitment  
 
Bishop Peter lights the flame, and says these words: 
 
 Remember the One sent to bring 
 the burning love of heaven, 
 the very life of God, 
 very close; 
 the One sent to kindle the fire of that love, 
 God's love for us, 
 so close that we might see and feel, 
 so close that we might touch and hold, 
 so close that we might receive fire of that fire, 
 light of that light, 
 and share it with others.  
 
Bishop Ruth leads us in an act of commitment: 
 
Bishop Ruth: Let us renew our commitment to our reigning Lord   
 
Response: (may be said or sung as you wish) 
 
 Spirit of the living God, 
 fall afresh on us 
 
 Spirit of the living God, 
 from knitting us together in our mother's wombs 
 to embracing us while we draw our last breaths, 
 you are gently and powerfully at work in our lives: 
 
 Spirit of the living God, 
 fall afresh on us 
 
 Spirit of the living God, 
 breathing life into all that lives and loves, 
 inspiring work and choices, 
 making yourself known in acts of caring and service, 
 guiding and moulding, 
 you are still gently and powerfully at work in our world: 
 
 Spirit of the living God, 
 fall afresh on us 
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 Spirit of the living God, 
 we ask for your holding particularly of these whom we name now... 
 we ask for your comfort for those who mourn... 
 we ask for those whom we especially long to know of your love and care... 
 
 Spirit of the living God, 
 fall afresh on us 
 
 Spirit of the living God, 
 fall afresh on us, 
 refresh us when we are weary, 
 renew your gifts in us, 
 open our eyes to the needful tasks 
 and our own abilities to fulfil the work. 
 
 Spirit of the living God, 
 fall afresh on us 
 
 Enable us to be identified as God's people, 
 working for his kingdom, 
 by our love and joy, 
 our peace and patience, 
 our kindness and generosity, 
 our faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
 May we shine as lights in the world to the glory of God. 
 
 Spirit of the living God, 
 fall afresh on us 
 
Prayer   Bishop Peter 
 
 Almighty God, 
 your ascended Son has sent us into the world 
 to preach the good news of your kingdom: 
 inspire us with your Spirit 
 and fill our hearts with the fire of your love 
 that all who hear your Word 
 may be drawn to you 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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 We will now unmute everyone, so that we can pray together for  
the coming of God’s Kingdom in the words Jesus taught us: 

 
 
 Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Blessing   Bishop Peter 
 
 May the power of the Spirit strengthen you, 
 may the vitality of the Spirit transform you, 
 may the gentleness of the Spirit lead you, 
 may the gifts of the Spirit equip you, 
 to serve and worship him now and always, 
 as we work together for the coming of God's kingdom. 
  
 And the blessing of God Almighty, 
 the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
 be with you, and with all those you love and care for, 
           today and always.  Amen 
 
 Go in peace, and in the power of the Spirit, to work for the coming Kingdom 
 In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 


