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SERVICES

Sadly, we could not 
celebrate Easter in 

church this year but 
that did not stop people 

celebrating at home.

PS they were delicious, 
thank you!

Usually I would set out the church services for the duration of the 
magazine but lockdowns, tiers and the unknown mean that I can 
only give you an idea of the pattern that we are following at the 
moment. Christmas services are listed elsewhere. 

1st Sunday 8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
   10.30am Common Worship Parish Communion 

3rd Sunday 10.30am Common Worship Parish Communion 
   6.30pm BCP Said Evensong 

2nd, 4th & 10.30am Common Worship Parish Communion 
5th Sundays 

Keep an eye out for changes!



 

Dear	Friends,	

Little did I know, when I was writing my letter a year ago, that that 
would be the last magazine for 12 months. You don’t need me to tell 
you that things have gone mad this year but I felt that we ought to 
have a magazine to take us into Christmas.

At the end of February I met with his Bishop Peter as a pastoral visit 
on his behalf. He was unwell at the time, I thought he was rundown, 
but it turned out that things were far more serious for him being 
diagnosed with acute myeloid leukaemia. It does put things into 
perspective for me and, I am sure, for you when we say that we have 
not had a good year. So… Remember those for whom it has been a 
truly dreadful year. We can only pray that 2021 is the beginning of 
better times.

We had barely started our innovative Lent course when the whole 
country went into lockdown. We had no idea how the year would pan 
out. It would be impossible to set out all the challenges we have faced 
but I just want to say how pleased and proud I am of how everyone 
has coped with those challenges and I am so thankful that we have, so 
far, escaped unscathed. The pandemic and the various lockdowns 
have had a huge effect on our finances as well as our ability to hold 
services. We have had what services we can and streamed others. 
Technology has fought back but we have won! Sadly the finances will 
not just sort themselves out and I ask you to pray and consider what 
you can do to help. Imagine the legacy of the pandemic being the 
closure of our church. It is of course unthinkable but there is no magic 
solution. Using easyfundraising when you purchase items online is a 
particularly good way of helping us to gain much-needed funds. The 
contactless machine in the North meeting room is also proving to be 
useful. Do please make use of both of these.



I am very grateful to our pastoral care team and, many others, for the 
huge amount of work that has been done keeping everyone up-to-
date with what’s happening and checking up to make sure that they 
are alright. If we have missed you or made a mistake then please 
forgive us and be assured that we have been thinking of you and 
praying for you. The contact page in the magazine gives many 
different phone numbers for you to contact if you need any help.

Life, of course, has not stopped and I was delighted to have 
welcomed a beautiful grandson into the family in October. I hope you 
too have had many joys as well as challenges this year. As well as my 
own family I have been supported and comforted by many in the 
church I want to thank you for that support. In particular the wardens 
and standing committee have helped me run the church this year, as 
ever, despite all the adversities. Rosemary and Angela, our wonderful 
wardens, were finally sworn in as wardens in a virtual archdeacon’s 
visitation with the beautiful words and prayer which I have reproduced 
here. In the photograph of the zoom gathering you’ll see me taking a 
picture for you. It’s not the same as personal contact but, somehow, 
we have managed to keep some contact at least. The annual renewal 
of ordination vows also took place on zoom – it was something similar 
to the sound of the many voices which we read of at Pentecost!  We 
will continue or Tuesday morning zoom meetings for the for seeable 
future so do join us if you can.



This year we were lucky to be left some money by Rachel 
Lalonde’s estate and the flower guild has been benefiting from 
some extra funds. The Audrey Hurst fund helped us to buy the new 
banners for behind the altar, greeted with much admiration by 
many. The practicality is that it was becoming impossible physically 
to change the alter backs and so something which would cover us 
for all seasons became essential. We have incorporated those 
banners into our church logo.

Behind-the-scenes much work goes on especially by Rosemary 
and Angela, our wardens, Dennis, our treasurer, and Spencer, who 
looks after the fabric of the building. I am especially grateful to them 
for their hard work. The church has remained clean, flowers have 
decorated it so thank you to those volunteers and many others too. 

Our services have had to adapt to having no singing in church but 
people seem to have appreciated saying a hymn and Rosemary 
has very kindly looked after background music as well. Sadly we 
have not been able to have a choir and that’s a matter of great 
regret. No doubt more of that in the future as things return to 
normality. Talking of which, you’ll see in the magazine the published 
priority for those to receive a vaccine and let’s hope that it all 
happens smoothly and speedily.



For me, one of the greatest hardships, in church, was the complete 
lack of any Easter celebration. In my view it is the most important 
and most beautifully emotional time of the year and I hope that in 
the coming year we will be able to return to our usual liturgy and 
celebrations. Christmas will be different but we are doing what we 
can and hope you will be able to join us. In all things remember to 
stay socially distant and to respect all the government guidance 
that we have received, including the wearing of face masks in 
church. 

My thanks to all who have contributed to the magazine. Please 
keep your submissions coming. It only remains for me to wish you 
a very Merry Christmas and a happy New Year in the real hope that 
the coming of the Christ child will be a sign of a new and better 
future for us all.

In Christ, Rev. Peter



Christmas by John Betjeman 

The bells of waiting Advent ring, 
The Tortoise stove is lit again 
And lamp-oil light across the night 
Has caught the streaks of winter rain 
In many a stained-glass window sheen 
From Crimson Lake to Hookers Green. 

The holly in the windy hedge 
And round the Manor House the yew 
Will soon be stripped to deck the ledge, 
The altar, font and arch and pew, 
So that the villagers can say 
'The church looks nice' on Christmas Day. 

Provincial Public Houses blaze, 
Corporation tramcars clang, 
On lighted tenements I gaze, 
Where paper decorations hang, 
And bunting in the red Town Hall 
Says 'Merry Christmas to you all'. 

And London shops on Christmas Eve 
Are strung with silver bells and flowers 
As hurrying clerks the City leave 
To pigeon-haunted classic towers, 
And marbled clouds go scudding by 
The many-steepled London sky. 

And girls in slacks remember Dad, 
And oafish louts remember Mum, 
And sleepless children's hearts are glad. 
And Christmas-morning bells say 'Come!' 
Even to shining ones who dwell 
Safe in the Dorchester Hotel. 

And is it true, 
This most tremendous tale of all, 
Seen in a stained-glass window's hue, 
A Baby in an ox's stall ? 
The Maker of the stars and sea 
Become a Child on earth for me ? 

And is it true ? For if it is, 
No loving fingers tying strings 
Around those tissued fripperies, 
The sweet and silly Christmas things, 
Bath salts and inexpensive scent 
And hideous tie so kindly meant, 

No love that in a family dwells, 
No carolling in frosty air, 
Nor all the steeple-shaking bells 
Can with this single Truth compare - 
That God was man in Palestine 
And lives today in Bread and Wine.



It seems so long ago - our votive stand and paschal 
candle when the church was reopened for private 

prayer after the first lockdown



You do not have to say anything…  
I was born in Weston Super Mare in 
January 1936. When WW2 started , 
my mother, brother and I went to live 
with my grandparents in Furland 
Road, Milton. My sister was born in 
January 1940. 
I attended Milton Junior school and 
Worle Senior school. In 1949 I went 
to Bridgwater Technical Institute on a 
3 year Engineering Course, travelling 
daily on steam trains. 
I joined the 1st Weston YMCA scout 
troop and played basketball for the 
troop and YMCA in the Weston 
Basketball league. 
I started work at Alma Garages in 

Locking Road. I was called up for 
National Service in 1954 and served in the Royal Engineers in 
Germany. I played basketball for the regiment. 
In 1957 I was married in the Church of the Good Shepherd in 
Devonshire Road. This was part of St 
Paul's Church in Walliscote Road. 
I then started work for Westland 
Helicopters and was there for 38 
years. 
I was a member of Weston 
swimming club and was the club's 
handicapper for the galas held in 
the summer. 
I became a member of St John's 
church in 1998, was a PCC 
member, deputy Churchwarden and 
Churchwarden.  
I have been doing these jobs ever 
since. 

Peter Tottle.



Scout District visits to church - hopefully we 
can welcome them back soon.





manna
From the Church of England Diocese of Bath and Wells      December 2020

O ne of our oldest (16th 
century) English carols 
tells us that the story of 
Jesus’ birth as a baby 

into our world, is good news, bringing 
“tidings of comfort and joy”. And 
don’t we just need comfort and joy at 
this moment!

We know that Christmas will not 
be the same this year. The usual 
gatherings of family and friends will 
not have the same shape and carol 
services and Midnight Mass may not 
be possible either but that doesn’t 
mean Christmas is cancelled!

This year more than ever we need 
to carol the words, ‘comfort and 
joy’ - to find new ways of telling 
the Christmas story. The Church of 
England and our diocesan team have 
shared lots of ideas of how we can 
bring Christmas to our communities. 
I’m going to be a tax collector and 
a donkey in some of our video re-
tellings of the story!   

Perhaps more important, is how we 

can be messengers of comfort and 
joy. Who do you know who might 
need some comfort this Christmas? 

As for joy…?  Perhaps we all need 
to rediscover the joy of the Christmas 
story. What could be more wonderful 
than knowing that God loves us so 
much that even though it was costly, 
He chose to come and join us in a 
world, dark with fear and suffering, 
and bring the light of His presence!

Finding comfort and 
joy this Christmas  



Feature

F or the last couple of years, 
Somerset’s clergy and 
parishioners have met 
at Everyday Faith events 

(Archdeaconry Days), to think about 
how they live out their faith. The 
gatherings for 2021 will be online 
from 10 to 16 January and everyone 
is invited. The theme is ‘Prayer – 
Everyone, Everywhere!’

The Archdeacon of Wells, Anne 
Gell, says, “As is so often the case 
with these events, the theme is 
simple, but key to how we live out 
our faith. Prayer is the foundation 
of our relationship with God and yet 
so many people lack confidence in 
praying if they don’t have a written 
prayer in front of them. We will be 

sharing examples of people from 
across Somerset who pray whilst 
drawing, skateboarding or just 
listening to the breeze in the grass.”

On Sunday, 10 January a recorded 
service from Wells Cathedral will be 
available online. Focused on prayer, 
this will include a reflection from 
Bishop Ruth. 

On Monday to Friday of that week, 
a short video will be released daily, 
featuring people talking about the 
ways they like to pray. Each day will 
focus on a different theme, such as 
‘prayer and nature’ and ‘prayer and 
the digital world’. The videos will be 
accompanied by a few suggestions 
of things for people to try in their 
own time.

On Saturday, 16 January there will 
be an opportunity to join others on 
Zoom to hear more about prayer 
and discuss what people have tried 
during the week. 

Find out more about ‘Prayer – 
Everyone, Everywhere!’ and register 
to receive the materials  at www.
bathwells.org.uk/archdeaconry-
days-2021. Alternatives will also be 
available to those who are not able 
to access materials online. Call Julia 
Hill on 01749 685114. !

Starting the new year 
with prayer



Interview

Through the dark times
Sir Ranulph Fiennes, who lives on one of Exmoor’s highest hill farms, is the 
world’s greatest living explorer. He explains what's kept him going in some 
of his toughest and darkest moments – and shares a few lockdown tips.

What kept you going 
through your 
toughest challenges?
At a time when we 

were making our living by trying to 

break world records, my late wife 

Ginny decided we could go round the 

earth vertically without flying, 52000 

miles. It involved things which had not 

been done, like crossing Antarctica, 

which is bigger than America. We had 

an eight month period of darkness, 

living in a tiny hut under the snow, it 

was quite difficult from time to time. 

One of the things which was very 

helpful was my wife’s pet Jack Russell 

Bothy, who was a huge help just 

playing ball, for example. We just had 

to learn to be patient. I wouldn’t dare 

to give lessons on being patient, but I 

know it’s worth doing!

What advice would you give for 
people for coping with a Christmas 
in Covid times?
Some people who are accustomed to 

living alone have worked out a daily 

schedule, whether half an hour of TV, 

cooking, walking, going to sleep at a 

certain time. That sounds boring but 

it can help hugely against depression. 

Phoning someone up can make a day 

much more survivable. You can be 

ingenious, get a window box, paint 

inside , or outside, little things like 

that – try very hard to make yourself 

aim at something. That can make all 

the difference.

How will you cope this Christmas?
Christmas is going to be difficult 

for many, many people. I always 

say if I’m feeling despondent, read 

the Economist, it’ll tell you what is 

happening to everyone else in the 

world, everything is relative! !

Sir Ranulph Fiennes on his Exmoor 
farm.

Follow us on
@BathWells bathandwells
churchofengland_somerset



Poet’s Corner
Its a good thing I have friends who have less 
to do than I do…   Half of us are going to 
come out of this quarantine as amazing 
cooks. The other half will come out with a 
drinking problem. 
I used to spin that toilet paper like I was on 
Wheel of Fortune. Now I turn it like I'm 
cracking a safe.
I need to practice social-distancing from the 
refrigerator.
Still haven't decided where to go for Easter 
----- The Living Room or The Bedroom
P.S: every few days try your jeans on just to 
make sure they fit. Pajamas will have you 
believe all is well in the kingdom.
Homeschooling is going well. 2 students 
suspended for fighting and 1 teacher fired for 
drinking on the job.
I don't think anyone expected that when we 
changed the clocks we'd go from Standard 
Time to the Twilight Zone
This morning I saw a neighbour talking to her 
cat. It was obvious she thought her cat 
understood her. I came into my house, told 
my dog..... we laughed a lot.
So, after this quarantine.....will the producers 
of My 600 Pound Life just find me or do I find 
them?
Quarantine Day 5: Went to this restaurant 
called THE KITCHEN. You have to gather all 
the ingredients and make your own meal. I 
have no clue how this place is still in 
business.
My body has absorbed so much soap and 
disinfectant lately that when I pee it cleans 
the toilet.
Day 5 of Homeschooling: One of these little 
monsters called in a bomb threat.
I'm so excited --- it's time to take out the 
garbage. What should I wear?
I hope the weather is good tomorrow for my 
trip to Puerto Backyarda. I'm getting tired of 
Los Livingroom.
Classified Ad: Single man with toilet paper 
seeks woman with hand sanitizer for good 
clean fun.
Day 6 of Homeschooling: My child just said "I 
hope I don't have the same teacher next 
year".... I'm offended.
Better 6 feet apart than 6 feet under

My grandmother once gave me a tip:

In difficult times, you move forward in small 
steps.
Do what you have to do, but little by little.
Don't think about the future, or what may 
happen tomorrow.
Wash the dishes.
Remove the dust.
Write a letter.
Make a soup.
You see?
You are advancing step by step.
Take a step and stop.
Rest a little.
Praise yourself.
Take another step.
Then another.
You won't notice, but your steps will grow 
more and more.
And the time will come when you can think 
about the future without crying.

- Elena Mikhalkova
(Image of Tasha Tudor, American Illustrator 
1915-2008)
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THE PEACE

From a bishop: 
Please do determine for yourself which of the above is your preference. The 
'Namaste" method is a meaningful gesture if you do not want to touch or be 
touched. 
However, the greater error around Passing the Peace is in the overabundance of 
conversation and movement that occurs during the exchange! 
Do not ask about her outfit, how he liked yesterday’s game, what they are doing for 
brunch, what they thought of the sermon, why is that child so noisy, can you 
believe what Mildred said about Jane at the ECW meeting?
Only:  “The Peace of the Lord be always with you”.  “And also with you”   While 
looking them in the eyes!
As for moving all around the nave, how about trying the ‘basketball Peace’ = keep 
your pivot foot planted!
If you feel you must move, go only to people you don’t know or are sitting in the 
back pews.
The Passing of the Peace is a liturgical act of gratitude for forgiveness and right 
relationship with God.  It is not a gesture of hospitality.



DID YOU KNOW (2)? By Spencer Macdonald 

There is an inscription on the Altar Cross. It reads:- 

To the glory of God 
In loving memory of 
Fergusson Barclay 
Captain RAF 7-12-1918 aged 41 
Faithful unto death 

Fergusson was the son of Henry Day Fergusson Barclay and Agnes Hermoine Day 
(Nee Jennings) and was born in Cheltenham, Gloucestershire in 1877. He had three 
brothers, Edward, Herbert and Ronald and a sister. Hermoine. His father, was a 
Captain in the 63rd Regiment and for a while, the family lived in Tenby, Wales, 
Hermoine Snr's home town.  
In 1891 they moved to Weston Super Mare and lived at Manor Mead which is at the 
top of Queen's Road. Now converted to many flats. 
Fergusson Jnr. trained as an architect and became a member of L.R.I.B.A. which 
became the Royal Inst. of British Architects and worked in Singer Chambers in 
Bristol. He lived for a while in Tenby and attended Malvern College. At the outbreak of 
WW1 he was commissioned as a 2nd Lt. in the Somerset Light Infantry before 
transferring to the RAF and reached the rank of Captain. 
He was killed while flying an Avro 504K aircraft of 15 Sqn at Watton, Breckland 
Borough, Norfolk. The craft nose dived off a turn after an engine failure during take 
off. His co pilot Lt. M C McGrane was 
injured and survived the crash. The plane 
was an open two seater military training 
aircraft.  
The Barclay family were very affluent and 
were architects and solicitors with 
chambers in Bristol. 
They were living in Queen's Road in 1891 
when they had a live in gardener, 
manservant, cook and housemaid plus a 
governess for the young children. She 
stayed on to become companion to Mrs 
Barclay, who was 20 years younger than 
her husband. By 1900 they had a groom, 
coachman, parlour maid, house maid and 
kitchen maid and the governess had 
become the companion. In 1911 a butler 
had been added to the household. 
Mr Barclay snr. died in 1912 leaving an 
estate of £3.1000 to his sons.  
Fergusson was unmarried and left his 
estate of over £10.000 to his mother who 
died in 1925. 
He is buried in Weston cemetery in Milton 
Road and his grave is near the old engine 
house. 



Ferguson’s grave at 
Milton Cemetery 

Avro 504K aircraft 



A FAMILY  CHRISTMAS? 

I really hope that children and students will know the comfort and joy 
of being together with family this year. Understanding Government 

guidance may seem  like the flickering lights in the foggy 
early ,December days in which I am writing, What does seems clear is 
this may well not be the case for many, There may be an empty place 

at the table, because of  bereavement  or loss., Or maybe, like me, 
they must shield, without the usual hugs and handshakes, without 

even the comfort of taking our place at the communion table. As the 
days shorten, so too easily, can the gloomy  feelings and the way 

ahead seem dark.... 
I love  the words from a  hymn......  

As the fountain on  the garden, 
as the candle in the dark, 

as the treasure in the coffer 
as the manna in the ark,  
So Lord art thou to me 

As the music at the banquet 
as the stamp upon the seal, 

as the medicine to the fainting,, 
as the wine-cup at the meal, 

So Lord art thou to me.... 

Candles are part of a traditional Advent. So I am going to light  a 
candle each morning, and perhaps you will  do the same, to affirm  

faith  however flickering, in the one who will be with us this Christmas, 
even if we feel alone,Jesus the light of the world. 

 I will place it to burn in my porch as a sign of hope to the postman 
and passers by,  the hope that shines, however dark it may 

seem,God's love which is never extinguished. 

Revd Judith Malins                  



manna
From the Church of England Diocese of Bath and Wells      January 2021

W ith a background 

in supporting 

older people is it 

no surprise, with 

the challenges of 2020, that Steph 

Packham has felt called back to 

support them. Following a chat with 

the Revd Selina Garner in the summer, 

at which she shared her feelings, 

she was encouraged to undertake 

the diocesan Exploring Chaplaincy 

course and was appointed as Chaplain 

to the Elderly for St John’s Church, 

Wellington. 

 Steph, who has worked as an 

activity co-ordinator for the elderly 

and as the national lead for activities 

at Bupa Care Homes says: “The 

healthcare available in care homes is 

amazing and activity provision is very 

much on the agenda, but I have felt 

for some time that spirituality in care 

homes could be developed. Whilst 

everyone in a Care Home plays their 

part in the spiritual health of the 

residents, having a Chaplain dedicated 

to this, working alongside a team of 

pastoral companions, could make  

 

such a difference.”

 Current restrictions mean Steph 

can’t visit them yet, but she was 

able to involve all six of the area’s 

care homes in the Wellington Team’s 

‘Angels of Hope’ community project. 

She says: “It was a great way to 

introduce myself to them and all 

have been so keen to be involved." 

Steph and a team of church, school, 

community and Duke of Edinburgh 

volunteers have made over 600 

angel gift bags for every care home 

resident. Steph hopes she will inspire 

others to become Chaplains to the 

Elderly across Somerset. For more 

information email chaplaincy@

bathwells.anglican.org.uk

Caring for those in care

A volunteer hands Rev Selina 
Gardner a knitted Angel of Hope.



Bishop's letter

 January takes its name from 
the Roman god, Janus, who is 
usually depicted as having two 
faces, looking to the future 

and the past. At the start of a New 
Year it is good to do the same. 

2020 will sadly be remembered 
as the year disrupted by COVID-19. 
Cracks in our care for each other 
have been revealed and it has had 
a disproportionate effect on those 
already vulnerable or deprived. It 
showed us that those who are most 
essential to our needs, those who 
clean and serve and care, are often 
those valued least in our economy. 
However, we also saw extraordinary 
acts of kindness and compassion, 
as churches and communities 
worked together to provide comfort, 
support, and practical care. 

So, what of 2021? The temptation 
may be to forget what we have 
learnt, to paper over the cracks, 
ignore what has been uncomfortable 
and to seek comfort in the familiar. 
I hope we don’t. 2020 opened our 
eyes to the harm caused when 
people are excluded on the basis 
of race, ability, gender, sexual 
orientation or wealth. Jesus calls 
us to a better way. Jesus broke 

the bounds of exclusion, refusing 
to accept the social norms and 
speaking to Samaritans, women, 
Gentiles, tax collectors and sinners. 
He teaches that the first shall be 
last and the last first. He reconciles 
humanity to God through his death 
and resurrection. 

As we look forward to 2021, we 
need to think again what it means to 
follow Christ and to build our lives 
and communities based on mutual 
love, respect and service. ‘For the 
Son of Man did not come to be 
served but to serve and to give his 
life as a ransom for many.’

May we all know the Lord’s 
leading and guiding as we step out 
into a New Year, with my warmest 
greetings,

One more step
A new year message from Bishop Peter



DID YOU KNOW? By Spencer Macdonald 

The Prayer Book Society 
  
Every day in the Personal Columns of the Daily/Sunday Telegraph newspaper, there is a 
verse of scripture taken from The King James Authorised version of the Bible. 
This has been placed there by The Prayer Book Society. 
The Prayer Book is the traditional service book of the Church of England and was 
compiled by Thomas Cranmer in the 15th century and modified in 1662. 
It is loved for its wonderful language. Some of its phrases are in everyday use. eg:- 'Til 
death us do part'. 'Mark, Learn and Inwardly Digest' and 'Peace in our Time'. 
After the King James' Bible, it is the most frequently quoted book in the Oxford Book of 
Quotations. It is one of the guiding influences of our language and the basis of religious 
expression. 
The PBS is a charity and was established for the advancement of the Christian religion as 
set down in the Book of Common Prayer. 
Later in the 20th century, new books were authorised in the Church of England. The 
Alternative Service Book in 1980 and Common Worship in 2000. 
As a result it is a sad fact that very few parishes use the BCP in their main services 
except at 8am Communion and Evensong. Newcomers and young people have no 
opportunity to experience it. 

The Society was founded in 1972 in 
the heyday of liturgical reform when 
it appeared that the BCP was in 
danger of being outlawed. 
Happily it was saved and is now in 
use in most cathedrals, including 
Wells and many churches.  
The society has a website which 
tells you which churches use the 
BCP in their services. There are 37 
in the Wells Diocese and St John's 
is on that list. It has been updated in 
the hope that it will be seen and 
attract more worshippers to St 
John's.  

I have a BCP published in 1683 in 
Oxford at the Sheldonian 'Theater'(sic) for M.(Moses) Pitt at the Angel in St Paul's Church 
yard. This is the cathedral in the City of London and Moses was a well known dealer and 
bookseller and had premises in the churchyard by the north door. The book measures 13 
x 9 inches and because of its size, I imagine it was used on a church lectern. 
To many people the language would appear to be foreign. eg:- the 'remiffion of fins' 'And 
many other things blafhemoufly fpake they againft him'. Monday is spelt with a 'u'. The 
third Sunday in Advent is shown as 'Advent Sunday iij' 
The first letter of the Epistles, Gospels and Psalms is 'illuminated' with a pen and ink 
design, all different and measuring about an inch square. The pages are crinkly! 
Moses Pitt was one of the most important booksellers of the latter half of 17th century. He 
bought the printing works at the Sheldonian which also printed early editions of the King 
James Bible, and later, due to some failed deals, became bankrupt and spent 8 years in 
prison and was released just before he died in 1697 aged 58. 



From Rev. Dr. Ed Channing 

What now?


What am I to make of these locked down days?

A time I have found  so painfully welcome .


 Human hearts thrive when joined, but solitude brought 
me relief.


Why do relationships feel more like grazes  
than sources of joy?


Only a previous me  feels this, it’s memory .

Past times hurt the present like torn skin .


Years of my life have been graced with love 

Completely accepted, a sure union of hearts.


I  give and receive, and I belong. ‘Loved’ is my name.

Even so I fret at resuming my joined up life.


I Think “ I can’t do this,” and,” don’t want to either!”

I should not listen to the ghost in my head.


It craves invisibility.  I want to know as I am known

 Before the godly face of man, the human face of God.


What counsel do you give me, God,  in Your 
confessional?


“  Beloved, first-born, dearest child , come sit and eat”


I know it in my marrow, it is beyond all doubting 

I cannot deny it  even when I try.


But  what I find surprising is my silence

As You look at me, awaiting my reply.


Let us have your lockdown musings. 



What’s been going on in pictures

Gaudete! 

Harry lighting 
the third 

Advent 
candle

Martin Darcy’s 
wonderful new 

mural at the 
bottom of the 
road



Learning to forgive yourself in all sort of small 
and not so small things is surely the first 
steps in the human endeavour of being able 
to forgive others.  

Here is a great poem that expresses just this. 
 

 “Phase One” by Dilruba Ahmed:

“For leaving the fridge open
last night, I forgive you.
For conjuring white curtains
instead of living your life.

For the seedlings that wilt, now,
in tiny pots, I forgive you.
For saying no first
but yes as an afterthought.

I forgive you for hideous visions
after childbirth, brought on by loss
of sleep. And when the baby woke
repeatedly, for your silent rebuke

in the dark, “What’s your beef?”
I forgive your letting vines
overtake the garden. For fearing
your own propensity to love.

For losing, again, your bag
en route from San Francisco;
for the equally heedless drive back
on the caffeine-fueled return.

I forgive you for leaving
windows open in rain
and soaking library books
again. For putting forth

only revisions of yourself,
with punctuation worked over,
instead of the disordered truth,
I forgive you. For singing mostly

when the shower drowns
your voice. For so admiring
the drummer you failed to hear
the drum. In forgotten tin cans,

may forgiveness gather. Pooling
in gutters. Gushing from pipes.
A great steady rain of olives
from branches, relieved

of cruelty and petty meanness.
With it, a flurry of wings, thirteen
gray pigeons. Ointment reserved
for healers and prophets. I forgive you.

I forgive you. For feeling awkward
and nervous without reason.
For bearing Keats’s empty vessel
with such calm you worried

you had, perhaps, no moral
center at all. For treating your mother
with contempt when she deserved
compassion. I forgive you. I forgive

you. I forgive you. For growing
a capacity for love that is great
but matched only, perhaps,
by your loneliness. For being unable

to forgive yourself first so you
could then forgive others and

Revd Peter, Rosemary and 
Angela,  

I would like to say a very big 
thank you for all the hard 

work you have put in these 
past months 

God Bless 

Margaret (B)

Forgiving 
yourself



(Sadly, with an old 
building, we still 

have many 
outstanding 

repairs that need 
your support and 

are not covered by 
insurance) 

During the storms 
the North West 
window was 
damaged. 
Fortunately much 
of the repair works 
were covered by 
our insurance



Planning for Christmas (stolen) ... !  

Safety Guidance for your Christmas Crib 

The coronavirus pandemic has had a huge impact on the way we 
conduct our lives, with many new rules and restrictions governing 
our health and safety. One area of concern is your Christmas Crib. 
Although there are several weeks to go before Christmas, you will 
need to start planning now. You will need to begin with a thorough 
risk assessment to ensure your Crib is COVID-secure. Here is some 

further guidance: 

1. A maximum of 4 shepherds only are permitted in the Crib. 
2. Shepherds must wear facemasks (unless exempt) and strictly 

observe social distancing (2m or 1m+ with mitigations). 
3. Jesus, Mary and Joseph form a family bubble and thus may be 

placed together. 
4. The ox and the ass need Declaration of Non-Contamination 
Certificates, obtainable from the Department of Agriculture. 

5. The Three Wise Men, since they come from a non Schengen Area, 
will be subject to a 14-day quarantine, whether or not they have 

tested negative for Covid. 
6. The straw, moss, palm branches and other decorations must be 

disinfected, with hands washed for 20 seconds after handling. 
7. Angels flying over the Crib are now forbidden, owing to the 

aerosol effect produced by the batting of wings. 
8. Shepherds are permitted provided they are not more than 70 
years old or suffering from underlying medical conditions or in 

another vulnerable category. 
9. The inn, along with other businesses in the hospitality sector, is 

closed until further notice. 
10. For 2020 only a Pontius Pilate should be added to the Crib to 
explain to authorised participants the protocols for washing and 

sanitisation of hands. 



Submissions for the next magazine 
Please send to the Rector


Thank you! 

£2



Deanery  
Service of Light 

Christ Church 

Sunday 31st January 
4pm

If you use Facebook, we have 
a church group - just church 
members enjoying each 
other’s thoughts, news and 
photos. 
Search groups for  
The Parish Church of St. 
John the Baptist WsM



Beautiful picture of church from Grove Park, 
taken in better days by Jane Wykes



Here	to	help………..	

Last	year	we	announced	the	coming	together	of	the	Pastoral	Care	
team,	whose	purpose	is	to	provide	support	to	members	of	our	
congregaHon	who	may	need	it,	temporarily	or	longer	term.		

We	have	not	exactly	been	overwhelmed	by	requests	for	help,	so	this	is	
a	reminder	of	the	sort	of	things	the	team	can	offer.	

•Transport	to	church	for	anyone	who	can’t	get	there	by	themselves	
•Phone	calls	or	a	visit	for	anyone	confined	to	the	house	or	just	in	
need	of	a	chat	
•Home	Communion	for	anyone	not	able	to	get	to	church	by	
themselves	

We	appreciate	that	a	number	of	people	already	provide	this	sort	of	
help	to	members	of	our	congregaHon	because	of	established	
relaHonships	as	friends	or	family	and	long	may	they	conHnue	to	do	so.	
Where	the	team	can	help	is	where	there	are	no	such	exisHng	links,	so	
if	you	do	become	aware	of	a	member	of	the	congregaHon	needing	
help,	do	please	pass	that	informaHon	on	and	we	will	happily	sort	out	
how	best	to	help.	

The	team	is:	

Jenny	Richards	(Tel	623351)											MarHn	Fowler	(Tel	525729)	
Spencer	Macdonald	 	 	 	 Judith	Somerton-Rees	
Sarah	EckeO	 	 	 	 	 Jill	Thorne	

If	you	think	the	team	can	help,	please	contact	either	Jenny	Richards	or	
MarHn	Fowler	in	the	first	instance	and	they	will	take	the	maOer	further	
within	the	team.	

“Truly	I	tell	you,	just	as	you	did	it	to	one	of	the	least	of	those	who	are	
members	of	my	family,	you	did	it	to	me”		



 

The oldest independently run family funeral directors in 
Weston-super-Mare totally dedicated to supporting you in 

your time of need, with a caring, professional & friendly ser-
vice will not be beaten on quality of service or price.  

We are NAFD qualified and have gained a reputation built 
on years of trust and dedication.  

 

50 Baker Street,  

Weston-super-Mare, BS23 3AQ 

01934 616006 

info@theelmsfuneraldirectors.co.uk 

www.theelmsfuneraldirectors.co.uk 



Wishing you a Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year


Services:


20th December

	 10.30am Parish Communion

	 4.00pm Nine Lessons and Christmas Music

24th December

	 11.00pm Midnight Mass

25th December

	 9.00am BCP Communion

	 10.30am Christmas Communion

27th December

	 No service



Who	does	what	
St.John	the	Bap-st,	Lower	Church	Road,	Weston-super-Mare	BS23	2AG	

www.westonstjohn.org.uk	

Rector	 	 	 	 Rev.	Peter	Ashman	 	 	 	 642052	
	 	 	 	 	 Ministry	mobile	 	 	 								07535	933390	

Reader	 	 	 	 Mrs.	Jenny	Richards	 	 	 	 623351	

Churchwardens	 	 	 Rosemary	WhiHng	 	 	 	 249156 
	 	 	 	 	 Angela	Squire	 	 	 	 	 613701	
Deputy	Churchwardens	 Ann	Westwood	 	 	 	 		 624092	
	 	 	 	 	 Cyril	Hart	 	 	 	 	 	 412773	
	 	 	 	 	 Peter	ToOle	 	 	 	 	 632573	
	 	 	 	 	 Spencer	Macdonald	 	 	 	 414885	
Vice	Chair/Asst.	Warden	 MarHn	Fowler	 	 	 	 	 625729	

PCC	Secretary	 	 	 Fred	Challis	 	 	 	 	 416376	
PCC	Treasurer	 	 	 Dennis	Longden		 	 	 	 632687	

Envelopes/Covenants		 Clifford	Nicholls	 	 	 	 	
Archivist	 	 	 	 Robin	Wild	
Librarian	 	 	 	 Rosemary	WhiHng	 	 	 	 249156	

Child	ProtecHon	Officer	 Judith	Somerton-Rees		 			 07837	487676	

Director	of	Music	 	 vacant	 	 	 	 	 	
Tower	Captain	 	 	 Joe	Beaumont	 	 	 	 	 516503	
Ringing	Secretary	 	 Sarah	LippeO	 	 	 									07936521342	

Sacristan	 	 	 	 Elizabeth	Coffin	 	 	 	 	 624012	
Fellowship		 	 	 Brian	Sheldrake	 	 	 	 	 412478	
	 	 	 	 	 Jill	Gamlin	 	 	 	 	 	 622313	
Flower	Guild	 	 	 Zena	Canniford	 	 	 	 	 414187	
Cleaning	Team	Rota	 	 Ann	Manley	 	 	 	 	 622152	
Book	of	Remembrance	 Elizabeth	Coffin	 	 	 	 	 624012	

Editor	 	 	 	 Rev.	Peter	Ashman	 	 	 	 642052	

http://www.westonstjohn.org.uk

